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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

My Lord, 

x o be addressed by a minister 
of the Established Church without any apo- 
logy for prefixing your name to this Letter, 
cannot be deemed extraordinaiy, when it is 
remembered, that you presided at a meeting 
in the city of Cork, at which so many circum- 
stances connected with the interests of our 
national religion were discussed. 

Of the wisdom of having convened that 
meeting, your Lordship may remain in un- 
disturbed possession. Tour feelings of con- 
scientious satisfaction are not likely to be agi- 
tated by any reproaches of mine ; yet I may 
be permitted to declare, that I cannot com- 
prehend the quality of the sincerity which so 
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2 INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

frequently you promulgate for the Church of 
England. 

I have not the honour of heing personally 
known to your Lordship ; therefore, as to the 
justifiahleness of your aspersions on the mi- 
nisters and Church of this countiy, I am com- 
pelled to come to a definite conclusion by a 
comparison of the real state of the question, 
with the charges which, with an unsparing 
hand, you have heaped upon the administra- 
tion of our ecclesiastical affairs. The public 
mind too, will thus, I hope, be enabled to 
measure your reproax^hes of general dereliction 
of duty on the part of the Established Clergy, 
with my specific and unvarnished elucidation 
of facts. 

Before I enter into a formal contradiction 
of your multifarious allegations, there are two 
points of, perhaps, minor importance^ to which 
I solicit your attention. 

The first is, that the meeting at Cork was 
not attended by your compeers in rank, nor 
even by the general body of laymen of the 
county in which it was held. 

Secondly, the persons who addressed the 
meeting after your Lordship had spoken, ac* 
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knowledged that the Church in Ireland was 
in a state of progressire improyement. 

As to the first of these assertions, I refer 
to the speech of Mr. Sheriff Cummins. He 
states, ^^ that your Lordship and some other 
*^ valued and highly influential friends had 
^' been the authorls of the resolutions'' which 
were afterwards adopted. Yet they, who thus 
in private, manufactured this important com- 
position, shrunk from a public confession of 
their feelings. The inference from this circum-* 
stance is, that had the cause, which it is de- 
clared they patronised, been espoused by the 
Protestant public, they would not have hesi- 
tated openly to defend it. 

But the truth is, my Lord, that the assembly 
which you dignified by your presidency, had not 
the sanction of the nobility or gentry of the coun- 
ty of Cork, If otherwise, why was Mr. Sheriff 
Cummins driven to this unusual expedient? 
^^ I should deem it better, that if these resolu- 
^' tions are considered worthy of attention some 
'^ gentleman may move, that they be adopted 
^* as the sense of this meeting, than that they 
^ should be placed in various hands." Was 
any thing more likely to attract attention to 

B 2 



4 IKTBODUCTORY LSTTJER* 

the general impression entertained respecting' 
the[Ohurch, than that the names of influential 
characters should be openly committed in the 
design of remodelling her goF^mmenti of which 
you appeared the most adTeuturoiis coun- 
sellor. The distinct annunciation of reproaclr 
a,gainst the geniality of the clergy would 
thus have derived countenance from those of 
equal rank with your Lordship. But this 
wholesale moving of resolutions, ao important 
in their object, compels me to believe, that you 
alone among your compeers were urged by the 
necessity of an ostentatious manifestation of 
your opinions ; and that the persons who ad- 
dressed the meeting, but did not move the re« 
solutions, were deemed meet instruments for 
declamatory display, but of insufficient sway 
in public estimation, to assume the dignified 
position of venturing their name apd station 
in the county, in a cause which involved m- 
terests $o moyientous and universal. Other 
reasons guid^ i|ie to this decision. Dr. Evan- 
son declared, ^' that there was no necessity lor 
^^ a future meeting.: the less meetings were 
^' held the better, |or if the members present 
^^ were greater, the s^me harmony may not be 
^* found to prevail." 
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In this opinion^ it is stated, your Lordship 
coincided. 

Again, Mr. Joseph Fitzgerald complained, 
^^ that the presenting of the petition was in* 
" tended for the Hon. Robert King, whose 
^^ absence he then regretted, as he understood 
" it was his intention to have been present, 
^^ and the co-operation of the county and city 
'^ members was also requested.^' 

Again, your Lordship is reported to have 
•declared, '^ I expected that the Hon. Robert 
^^ King^would have attended, but the TV'eather 
/^ must have been the cause, lor the latter had 
^ promised." I do not mean to be sarcastic, 
•ray Lord. But the conduct of your colleagues 
in reformation does not resemble the boldness 
of the champion of our faith, who declared, 
that ^^ were he obliged to encounter at Worms 
'^ as many devils as there were tiles upon the 
^* houses of that city, this would not deter him 
** from his fixed purpose of appearing there.^' 

It is unnecessary to comment on these 

. feicts. One of two things must be deduced 

from them : either, the aristocracy of the county 

of Cork*did not coincide in your Lordship^s 

design of remodelling the Church, and there- 
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forb absented themselves ; or, whatever might 
have been their private opinion on the subject, 
they deemed it more prudent to conceal, than 
promulgate it. Perhaps they were convinced 
that the Protestant public did not sanction, of 
acknowledge the necessity of carrying into 
operation, the reformation you laboured to 
promote. Hence we learn the cause of your 
Lordship's fears lest future meetings might 
not be obsequious to your wishes. The preser- 
vation of order might have been beyond your 
control. Hence, too, we may conjecture, why 
the people, who . in Ireland are not charac- 
terised as incurious, did not attend this unani- 
mous confederacy of lay divines. And why 
were they unanimous ? Because those who, it 
was conjectured, would have dissented from 
the proceedings, had no knowledge of the 
meeting until the public prints registered the 
decision of this extraordinary assembly. 

The second of those points, which by some 
may be deemed unworthy of remark, is the 
complimentary evidence regarding the minis- 
ters of the Established Church, which your 
Lordship's reforming associates even lavishly 
crowded on their reputation. Permit me to 
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designate this conduct as the unwilling offer- 
ing of unbelievers. Those gentlemen live in 
a land which reverences their clergy, and they 
were dragged by public opinion to pay homage 
to its holy priesthood. But, my Lord, this 
evidence, strange though it be^ is in direct op- 
position to your own assertions. What is still 
more strange, this incomprehensible adulation, 
(for such a character it assumes by a compa- 
rison with their other contradictory expres- 
sions,) is inexplicably dissonant from the whole 
tenor and spirit of the resolutions w;hich they 
afterwards adopted. This may account for the 
difficulty I experienced, . in the vain effort to 
ascertain why these gentlemen were not em- 
ployed as the formal patrons of the resolutions^ 
in the absence of men 6f rattik and fortune, 
who would hate bestowed additional respecjt 
and honourable countenance on the design you 
have so fervently espoused. For had they de- 
livered the orations attributed to them, and 
also been employed as the authoritative spour 
sors of the decision of the meeting, they 
would have been playing at cross purposes, 
abusing the Church in the resolutions, and 
praising the Church in their speeches. 
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But this assertion requires some proof, and 
though it detains me from the more important 
discussion of the subject, I feel myself bound 
to satisfy your Lordship on the point. 

Among the causes which your Lordship as* 
signed for the abuses in the government of the 
Church, this was one, " the neglect of the per-- 
formance of their duty on the part of the gene^ 
raUty of the clergy. ^^ This anathema permits 
few to hope that they have reached your Lord- 
ship^s standard of ministerial perfection. I 
acknowledge that I bum with indignation at 
a charge which in my conscience I believe is 
totally undeserved. But I shall leave 'the re- 
iutation of this slander to Mt. Sheriff Cum* 
mins. He, it must be hoped, full well un- 
•derstands your Lordship's test of clerical re- 
sponsibility. I cannot doubt his competency 
to describe it, as he was a fellow-labourer in 
the cause of reform, with your Lordship. 
'^ But, my Lord, thank God we have a bright- 
er scene before us now — men of genuine piety 
have been raised up in the Established Church 
in every part of Ireland ; the clergy, and more 
especially the younjg dergy, are now devoting 
themselves very generally to their sacred du«* 
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4168 ; tUmoet ecf^ pulptt echoes the glad sound 
of the Gospels the old are admonished, the 
yotmff efre sought out, a* the tender lambs of th^ 
Jlock ; they a/re protected^ educated^ and ca- 
techised : our churches are again becoming 
.erowdedy the moral eloud is, thank God^ almost 
dissipaledy and prospects cheering and encou" 
raging are presented before «w."* I certainly 
cannot pretend to reconcile the contrariety 
.that appears to exist between your Lordship 
and Mr. Sheriff Cummins. You declare that 
the generality of the clergy neglect their duty. 
He avows, that men of genuine piety have 



* Mr. Lewis, another of the speakers, ia eqaally incomprehen- 
sible in bis praises of the Irish clergy : "lam also bold to o/> 
'firm, that amongst them (and particalarly amongst the yonnger 
mettbers) are lo be foond men of zeal, talent, erudition, and 
jvdgment, not to be •s^tedtd 6tf OKjf bod/f of cltrg^ in Cbristeo- 
dom«» [cheers.] I am mjself aware of tbeir nnoeasing efforts 
in ike cause of rdigiou ; and that some of tliem are at this very 
time engaged in reading and expounding the Scriptures to the pea- 
santry in their native t&ngue, whilst many are actively employed 
in exhorting t teaching, and caieehising the young, io/klJU the high 
•duties of their caUbsg, and to eudedvour to reeeue many from, the 
snares of death and ignoranee, — [hear] —and to tun them fron^ 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan aoto God." 

b3 



10 INTRODUCTOHY LETTBIL 

been raised up in the Established Church, in 
every part ot Ireland ; that 'the clergy, young 
and old, but especially the young <?liergy, are 
now devoting themselves to thdir sacred duties; 
that almost every pulpit echoes the glad ti- 
dings of the Gospel ; that the old are admo- 
nished, and the young educated and jcate- 
chised: that our churches are crowded; thai 
the moral chmd is almost dissipated t and that 
prospects cheering and encofwragvng are present- 
ed before us." 

I pause to ask the question, if evei^ the 
history of any Church appeared under circum- 
stances so loudly calling for reform? By this 
gentleman's own confession, there is not even 
partial corruption ; e'v^ pulpit resounds with 
wholesome doctrine ; the churches are crowd- 
ed ; the young are instructed ; the old are ad- 
monished. Yet, at this moment, he rebukes 
her enormities, which, if not arrested, will 
conduct, not to her own extinction, but, my 
Lord, to the demolition of our national glory 
and power. Yes, on the same day, (for time 
could not have obliterated from even a trea- 
cherous memory the words he had used;) he 
acquiesces in resolutions wherein it is declared. 
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'^ that a return to purity, both in principle 
and in (Hmduct, can alone avert national dan- 
gars," ^' that abuses exist, in the administra- 
tion of ecclesiastical afftdrs," and ^' that such 
a distribution of the revenaes of the Church 
is necessary, as y^^far the future, encourage 
faithful, learned, and zealous clergymen."- 

Our panegyric and our reproach are pro- 
claimed at the same place, on the same day, 
by the same persons, and to th^ same assemr 
bly. What ! does our . Church shine forth in 
the character of a pious, efficient, and eloquent 
priesthood? Yes, but Mr. Cummins would 
adopt new means to effect what, he vaunting^ 
ly declares, has already been produced. Does 
he applaud the ministers of the Establishment? 
Yes, but he censures the system which has 
contributed to their praise* He extols the 
machinery, but he upbraids the architect. He 
is animated by the light, and feels himself up- 
raised by the genial influence of the sun, yet 
would he alter the course which he pursues* 

What would your Lordship say of a physi- 
cian, who had restored to its pristine elasticity 
the decayed constitution of the infirm, and 
regulated the irregular, pulse of the young % 
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and by instilling habits of abstemiousness 
into his patients, had diffused a moral com- 
plexion into the features of the society around 
him ; if instead of the pallid hue of disease, 
the burning blush of health were visible, and 
instead of apathetic indolence, vigorous ener- 
gy; if, at this moment, he would cancel his in- 
-estimable prescriptions, and disdaining to con- 
tinue the system which had effectuated this 
constitutional revolution, would risk an 'ad- 
venturous experiment ? • 

Yet, my Lord, such is the character of the 
wisdom with which Mr. Sheriff Cummins musjt 
be invested. 

But the contradiction, that appears be- 
tween your Lordship and Mr. CummiDS, forces 
a very important reflecti<m on my mind. 
The gentlemen who attended your Lordship 
at the meeting at Cork, were ostensibly assmn- 
bled to devise means for the restoration of our 
^ecclesiastical affairs, to a more consistent and 
perfect order. It must be supposed that iden^ 
tity of design arose from similarity of opinion. 
Men engaged in the pursuit of any object may 
disagree as to the means expedietit to i^dlize 
their designs. But to coincide in the mode 
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and necessity of reformation, yet materially 
to differ as to the extent, or eyen the eidstence 
of any thing that required reparation or change, 
is among the most extraordinary anomalies of 
the march of human intellect 

I am at all times hostile to the experiment 
of ascertaining men's motives by conjectural 
researches into their hearts. But when I find 
a series of resolutions adopted by individuals, 
who all profess attachment to the Established 
Church; since these resolutions express dis- 
satisfaction at the present system of ecclesias- 
tical affairs in Ireland ; since some of these in- 
dividuals vituperate in unmeasured asperity 
the priesthood of our. national religion ; while 
others, in glowing panegyric magnify their 
praise ; and, as if exulting in this homage which 
they pay to their piety, their talents, and their 
virtues, appear enthusiastic in the announce- 
ment, that their influence is visibly por- 
trayed in every part of the land, £ . am com- 
pelled, from these contradictory premises, to 
educe this melancholy conclusion, that the 
point in which they all coincide, is hostility to 
the Establishment 

If this be not true, how could they who 
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reprobate every thing connected with the mi*- 
nisters of the Church, be leagued with those, 
who are as zealous in bestowing praise, as their 
associates are acrimonious in their censure? 
How else explain your Lordship's assertion, 
'^ that the generality of the clergy are negligent 
in the discharge of their duty/' with Mr. 
Cummins' imlimited declaration of applause, 
' for the piety of feeling and the vigilance of 
action that distinguish their ministerial career? 
If your Lordship's criminations be justi- 
fiable, then Church government in Ireland 
may possibly require the rough, but dangerous, 
experiment of popular interference. But if 
Mr. Cummins be correct in his estimate of her 
general character, he not only contradicts him- 
self, being a subscriber to resolutions, contain- 
ing sentiments categorically opposed to his own 
assertions ; but he is equally at variance with 
your Lordship's opinion, because he affords the 
strongest testimony against any interference in 
ecclesiastical affairs. Thus, as you both disagree 
as to the origin of complaint, yet coincide in the 
design of reformation, it is too evident that 
there is a stronger bond of union between yon 
than reaches to the observation of the public 
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eye. I acknowledge I cannot otherwise in- 
terpret the influence of this invisible chain, 
than by the conclusion, that you, my Lord, 
and your confederates, are not, at least in the 
sense in which I understand the words, as 
affectionate advocates of the Church Establish- 
ment in Ireland, as your oft-repeated annun- 
ciations of patrons^e might lead the unwary to 
imagine. 

I shall now pass to more interesting and im- 
portant matter. 



SECOND LETTER. 



My Lord, 

You have acknowledged that 
you are not desirous of any change in the ar- 
. tides or doctrines of the Church of England, 
nor even would you diminish the aggregate 
amount of her revenues ; but you are very 
solicitous to remove some internal irregula- 
rities, to secure the restoration of salutary 
discipline in the administration of ecclesiastical 
affairs. 

But if I shall succeed in proving that every 
design you labour to consummate, is in opera- 
tive progression towards its accomplishment ; 
that eveiy evil you condemn, has already been 
arrested, and is daily, and as speedily as cir- 
cumstances permit, throwing off its noxious 
tendencies ; instead of a vitiating apathy ab- 
sorbing the life blood of religion in our land. 
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that Tigorous con valescence pervades our 8a* 
cred functionaries, and every department and 
duty of clerical respcmsibility ; if these im- 
portant considefations, my Lord, shall be de- 
cided by unquestionable evidence^ and not re* 
main subjects of va^e assertion or vapid de* 
clamation, I would &in aspire to the hope, that 
as your wisely intended designs, are at this 
moment in gradual fulfilment, your Lordship 
will be convinced, that the reformation you 
zealously espouse is intrusive and out of sea* 
son; that it has commenced where alone it 
can auspieiously i be advanced, within the 
Church itself, and that i^ most prominent and 
vigilant supporters have been, and are at pre- 
sent, the Bishops to whom has been committed, 
the guardianship of xeUgion in Ireland. 

The second resolution adopted .at the meet- 
ing in th€ council-chamber of the city of Cork, 
concludes with «these^ words: '^ We must^yet 
take heed lest its (the Church) establishment 
in this country be endangered, its hold upon the 
affections and esteem of the people weakened, 
and the manifold blessings we derive from it 
lost, by the abuses which have crept into the ad» 
fmnUtration of its temporal affairs.'^' Expr^* 
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sions conveying a similar import, are attributed 
to your Lordship and the several individuals^ 
who addressed the meeting. On one oceasion^ 
my Lord, you even asserted that you " would use 
all means in your power towards the perma* 
nent establishment of the Church of England 
as it was left by our forefathers at the time of 
the Reformation.*' 

Now, my Lord, I undertake to prove, that 
the established Church in Ireland is, almost 
beyond measure, in a state of greater piurity 
at the present moment, dian at any period of 
her previous history since the Reformation 
was introduced. That since the Union in 
1801, greater efforts have been made, and suc- 
cessfully carried into execution, to establish a 
pure system of Chuixh government, than all 
the Bishops, and all the Reformers from the 
time of Henry VIII. to the beginning of the 
nineteenth century, had even in theory sha- 
dowed forth, or endeavoured to accomplish. 

If such shall appear to be the unvarnished 
deductions from history, the inference is un- 
deniable, and it will be futile to resist it, that 
the administration of Church government as 
at present constituted, is fully competent to 
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the realization of the designs and fervid anti- 
cipations of the most ardent reformer ; and^ 
may I add, if these statements cannot he over- 
tnmed, to persevere in the attempt of an in- 
stantaneous rie^eneration of whatever ahuses 
may remain, might perhaps evince the secret 
design of nrging reformation beyond the now 
acknowledged limits, within which, it is avowed 
to he reasonable to pursue it. 

The insinuation conveyed in the resolution 
I have transcribed, and the more unguarded 
declarations of your Lordship, would seem to 
establish, that there was a period when the 
Church in Ireland was more unadulterated 
than at present; that we have fallen on evil 
days, and through the misgovemment of out 
ecclesiastical superiors ; that the pure lights of 
our apostolical institutions have been eclipsed', 
or deprived of their primitive excellence. 

If this had been the object of this resolu- 
tion, or of the speeches which breathe the 
same suspicious slander, it would have been 
honest to have substantiated the aptitude of 
the reproach, had it been deserved. At least, 
my Lord, it would have been prudent to have 
omitted it, if you were unprepared to vindicate. 
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by a revelation of fiaicts, the justifiabkness of 
these gratuitous a&persions. 

But, my Lord, can you assign the period 
of the original establishment of the abuses you 
deplore ? Can you trace their introduction into 
the Church to the present time? Can you 
contrast the halcyon reign of unccKFupted 
Christianity in any past era, with the degene- 
rate execution of Church discipline in the age 
in which we live ? Can you fasten reproach 
or ignominy on the prelates of modem days ? 
And will the ministers of our religion shrink 
from a conqmrison with the priesthood of the 
Establishment in any. century you may select? 
My Lord, the page of history is open to you. I 
have read it not inattentively. And though you 
may trace in glowing panegyric, the heavenly 
exploits of a Browne or a Bale, an Ussher, or a 
Taylor, I do not speak loosely when I say, that 
there are names almost as venerable in the 
present day, which, when consecrated by time, 
will be equally revered. 

But, my Lord, there is no period on which 
you can rest, which can compete with the pre- 
sent state of the Established Church in Ireland. 
Her moral influence is universally diffused over 



the land. The piety, the leaniingi the talents 
of her Bishops ; the unwearied zeaL and Chrisr 
tian animation of her benefi^d clergy ;. the 
laborious and. efficacious, exertions of her 
younger ministers, will endure the most rigid 
comparison, not only with their predecessors, 
in their various otders and degrees of rank, 
but with any reformed Church to which, in 
the pages of history, .you can direct my atteo-^ 
tion. Where, my Lord,, where are tl^ abuseis 
which it is more than insinuated, are of modem 
growth? Who introduced them? Who has 
suffered by them ? Who knows them ? Your 
Lordship avows that they have crept into the 
Church, nay, that they are still creeping iq. 
Bat I ask when, and by whom introduced? 
And if any one abuse can be traced to these 
times, I confers it has crept in so surreptiously 
and silently, that it has escaped, not alone my 
observation, but even all those with, whom I 
have ever conversed. 

If any abuses do exist, are they not of 
ancient date? Are they not much fewer in 
number, and. less oppressive in effect than 
ycju can discover in the whole history of the 
Cl^urch? If this be true^ is it not evident, 
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except to those who are designedly blmd, that 
a continuance in our present ecclesiastical ar- 
rangements will expel every irregularity, till 
not one trace of imperfection shall remain, 
which hunjAU sagacity can remove. In a few 
.years have been accomplished the improve- 
ments, which ought to be the object of congra- 
tulation and praise. Is the calculation uncer- 
tain or presumptuous, that a purification of 
the Church, satisfactory even to your Lord- 
ship, will naturally attend the vigilant and 
active exertions, which have already dissipated 
the errors or the negligence of centuries. If 
in the history of the Church in Ireland one 
happy period can be discovered, more free from 
the liability to censure than the present, yoiu: 
Lordship, if you can point it out, is thus pos- 
sessed of the means, which you appear willing, 
and even anxious to employ, of heaping 
odium, and dealing out exposure on those who 
have vitiated this purer Establishment. But 
if instead of demoralizing the administration of 
ecclesiastical government, our Prelates have 
laboured to remove the load of corruption, 
which, being derived originally from the 
Church whose doctrines we abandoned, was 
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permitted to remain in its primitive degenera- 
cy, is your Lordship a candid expositor of his- 
tory, when you visit the crimes or the unchris- 
tian apathy of the dead, upon the unsullied 
reputation of the living. Or, is your Lordship 
so wedded to taunting cirminatioh, that you 
derive peculiai satisfaction, in dwelling upon 
the imperfections of long departed years, while 
you sullenly refuse to read the virtues or extol 
the exertions of those illustrious individuals, 
that surround or meet you in daily intercourse. 
They who are acquainted with the history 
of Ireland, and have travelled out of the high 
road of common narratives to attain accurate 
information, are fully aware, how very slow 
was the advance of reformation from the period 
when it was originally introduced, or rather 
nominally regfistered, in Ireland. If an ac- 
curate research be made into all the documents 
extant, of all the ministers of the successive 
monarchs from the Eighth Henry to Willian\ 
III. ; if this inquiry be extended to the po- 
litical publications which appeared in these 
several reigns, it will undeniably be establish- 
ed, that the cause of religion was never warm 
ly patronized by those who were invested with 
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ability to disseininate it Nor was that spirit 
awakened in the people, or even in the en- 
lightened societies of the pious or the learned, 
which might: have had the power of evoking 
protection from those . in authority. ' A few 
solitary spirits indeed appear in the vista of 
many centuries, to have been inspired with 
the soul-stirring doctrines of Gospel truth; 
but the light that issued from their devotional 
zeal only serves to render the darkness that 
surrounded them more visible. 

From the reign of William III. to the 
Union, in 1801, the Church in this country 
was too much engaged in political warfare and 
secular enterprize. Perhaps this was the un-» 
avoidable consequence of the extraordinary 
and various contingency of affairs that succes- 
sively embroiled domestic and national peace. 

This confession may to some appear un- 
guarded ; but I cannot so acccount it. For in 
proportion to the corruptions which were not 
effaced, in this unpropitious epoch of the 
Churches history ; and in proportion to the ec- 
clesiastical irregularities that may have been 
introduced up to the period of the Union, 
ought to be the measure or standard by which 
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we are bound to regfulate our estimation of the 
exertions of the modem rulers of our religious 
affairs. 

This position too teaches onie invaluable 
lesson^ which ought never to be forgotten by 
the king of England and his ministers. When 
bishops are selected for their piety and profes- 
sional character, and not through the influence 
of political intrigue and party cabal, the bles- 
sings not only of religion, but of national pros- 
perity, are thus both conferred on the people: 
This policy has, in some measure, been adopt- 
ed since the Union. At least our rulers are 
forced to see the Wisdom of pursuing this be- 
neficial practice, from the advantages which 
have been derived from the conduct of those 
individuals in whose appointment to the high- 
est dignities of the Establishment, the power 
of aristocratic alliances and mere mercenary 
predilections had no controlling sway. In the 
course of these Letters I shall be enabled to 
prove, that even the partial adoption of this 
mode of appointing Bishops has produced in- 
numerable blessings. For my own part, I re- 
peat, that I do not fear the results that may 
seem to follow from the acknowledgment that 

c 
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this system has been but psortifJly pursued. 
Nor do I dread the conclusions that may ba 
drawn from the confession of the early impu* 
rities of our ecclesiastical affairs. For the 
full development of former transgressions 
really serves to illuminate the progress of pre-t 
sent improvement* . . ^ 

But, my Lord, not too hastily to censure the 
Church at this period, it ought to foe well re« 
membered, that it waa the rapapity of the aris^ 
tocracy of Ireland w)iich dragged the ^ishopa 
intosecularpursuitg. They, in many instances, 
plundered the Cburch of her pati^mony, and a^ 
first secretly, and afterwards publiqly, persecuted 
her,' to extinguish eirery, effort to recover hc^ 
legalized rights. Primate Boulter,, on more 
occasions than one, \«tajtes, tha^ the House of 
Commons^ was jealous of the Church. Thia 
jealousy was &wabened not by her aggrandize^ 
menty' but by their unholy rapine. The poU-« 
tiead affairs of 'our countryi the anstocrapy. 
and the Chui'ch being thus divided, had no 
faithful guardiaoB ^aa. to ; English' iiU^re^,. e3^- 
cept the emissaries of the British Government. 
These persons, in their zeal for the extquisition 
of local information, appealed to the clergy, 
whose habitjide ai^d propensities pointed tq 
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the protection of English power. This incli- 
nation to the interests of England induced 
them to study her welfare. They willingly 
received, and perhaps on many occasions 
courted, the patronage of the ministers and 
officers of the king, as a refuge from the per-^ 
secution of the aristocracy, and the hereditary 
hatred of the landlords in Ireland. Thus se-. 
eluded from domestic alliances, which they 
If ere selfishly denied the happiness to contract, 
they were driven to seek the protection of 
English strangers. 

This, my Lord, fully accounts for the reason 
of our finding the highest dignities of the 
Church occupied by persons, who were placed 
as political watchmen on the tower of the State. 
Their holy office was thus naturally imbued 
with appearances whidi betrayed the cause 
from which their appointments originated* 
They had to report to the minister, not the 
labours they had undertaken finr the diffusion 
of Christian knowledge, but the discoveries 
they had procured of rebellions fomented by 
discontented knaves. The promotion of such 
characters involved a double evil, and created 
an almost impenetrable banier to the progress 

c 2 
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of religion. .The guardians of divine truth 
were but too frequently ministers of state 
clothed in lawn sleeves. Being, indeed, the 
spies on factions demagogues, the primitive 
purity of the doctrines, of which they were the 
^representatives, was interpreted according to 
the lives and occupations of its professors. 
The unseemly avocations, in which they were 
forcibly engaged, may appear to have oblitc* 
rated, or at least obscured, the heavenly com- 
mission they had undertaken to execute. A 
severe annalist might stigmatize such conduct 
as prelatical treason to the King of kings, 
and Lord of lords. And there can be little 
reason to doubt, that the e£fect of their conduct 
acted with an electrical impression on all orders 
of the State. The beneficed clergy felt the 
contagion of this senseless administration ci 
affairs, for it really answered no grand design, 
nor pointed to the accomplishment of any be- 
neficial system of national improvement. The 
constant occupation of the junior clergy was 
to extinguish the torches of discord, but they 
were almost excluded from the opportunity of 
pouring the balm of religious consolation into 
the hearts of those among whom thfiy sogourned. 
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They were considered as inVaders, living in 
pitched tents in an epemy's country. The im- 
mediate danger which constantly arrested their 
attention, compelled them to provide against 
the unrestrained acts of a licentious mob. The 
hands that were uplifted against their earthly 
sovereign, they had first to disarm of the im- 
plement's of murder. Could they at such a 
moment invoke them to raise them in adora- 
tien or beseechment to their heavenly King ? . 

But whence, my Lord, did all these nume- 
rous evils arise ? The simple— I believe the 
only answer is— from the misgovemment of 
England. In unbroken succession, with the 
&tal infection of a leprosy, this insane policy 
was propagated from generation to generation. 
The people lay senselessly unawakened to di- 
vine knowledge, and they were strangers to 
national harmony. The country groaned be- 
neath an oppressive weight of political mis- 
management, and the people were so ignorant, 
or infatuated, that they did not even sigh in 
their Christian bondage. 

My Lord, I beseech you to remember, that 
under such circumstances our present eccle- 
siastical governors undertook the awful respoa- 
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sibility of the admimstration of the Church. 
The corruptions, the irregularities, the abuses 
of centuries, it was their toilsome province to 
efface, to modify, or correct. That so much has 
been accomplished, when so much was to be 
effected, ought to be the subject of praise and 
of a Christian's congratulations. If mtich 
may remain that demands regeneration or 
<^hange, instead of reproachiiil accusations that 
all we desire is not attained, we ought rather 
to anticipate success from tlie advantages we 
have secured, because we have solid grounds 
to hope for amendment, " ', 

If any argument be now Tequired foi* the 
defence of the tJnion, I would say, behold the 
Church in Ireland. Compare her present state 
of improvement with her degenerate condition 
in every part of her former history- Scrutinize 
her conduct. Investigate her proceedings with 
inquisitorial exactness. Examine the charac- 
ter she presents to her people as a Christian 
establishment. Visit her crowded churches, 
crowded even in the most remote parts of the 
land. Listen to her pastors. Follow their 
flocks to their homes. Observe the features of 
these Christian congregations unruffled with 
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discontent or bigotry. See her bishops all 
resident, not in Ireland onlj, bat in their 
dioceses, all spending their incomes in a coun- 
try deserted by its natural protectors, many of 
whom malign them to conceal their own aban- 
donment of <luty, and in the blaze <^ heated 
declamation, straggle to conoeal the virtues of 
those who calmly pursue their heavenly allot- 
ment, through the burning fiery famaoe of 
persecution. 

My Lord, as a Christian minister ; as one 
humbly engaged in the duties of my sacred 
avocations; as a lover of religion and the 
Church of Christ, I again implore you to mea- 
sure the present state of the ChuTch in Ireland 
with her past history, and when you have thus 
reflected, answer to your conscience, are you 
justified in the proceedings you have es- 
poused? Are you justified in the aspersions 
you have wantonly cast on the Bishops and 
Clergy of the Church ? Will advantage accrue 
from your present designs ? Is there no hope 
that the same course will be continued, which 
our ecclesiastical superiors have propitiously 
commenced ? What fatal chain do you imagine 
will fetter their future exertions ? Does past im - 
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provement yield no anticipation of future me* 
lioration ? In opposition to all inferential rea- 
soning, do you calculate that they will now 
stand still in their holy career ? Will they, 
sully the glory of the Church, which their ef- 
forts, aided by divine assistance, have con- 
tributed to adorn, by remissness in duty, by 
indolence in action, or by an abandonment of 
the example of their own successful labours ? 
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My Lord, 

The high ground on which I 
feel the Church in Ireland at present stands, 
when compared with any period of her pre- 
vious history, induces me to dilate more fully 
on the subject. By adopting this course, I an- 
ticipate a twofold advantage. In the first 
place, by tracing the progress of the Reforma- 
tion from its first introduction to the period of 
the Union, I shall place before your Lordship 
the precise state of religion at the period when 
the present dignitaries may be supposed to 
have assumed the government of the Church. 
Secondly, I entextain a sang^ne hope that I 
shall fully expose the impropriety of the as- 
sertion, that abuses have crept into the ad- 
ministration of her afiairs. Your Lordship 
intended to censure the hierarchy of our own 

c 3 
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times, when you thus complained; but the 
crimination rests on no tangible irregularity at* 
tributable to them. If, therefore, so far I shall 
succeed, as a Necessary consequence, it will 
appear, that your desire " to employ every 
means in your power towards the permanent 
establishment of the Church of England, as it 
was left by your forefathers at the time c^ the 
Reformation," is to introduce ten thousand 
fold more abuses than at present e^ist ; to re- 
cal the darkness that has almost been dissipated ; 
to revoke the decrees for amendment which 
have been promulgated; to expel the bene- 
ficed clergy from the glebe-houses where they 
reside ; to demolish the hundreds of churches 
which never had existence tiU after the Union ; 
to scatter the congregations, which never, in 
any period of our history, had in such vast 
numbers been collected together ; to yield our 
youthful flocks the prey of ignorance, supersti- 
tion, and crime; and, finally, to conduct into 
every class of society the triumphant train of 
vicious habits which must ever pursue an 
adulteration of religion, instead of the piety, 
the virtue, and even the divine learning, which, 
through the instrumentality and vigilant guar- 
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diaBship of our KshopB, nosr almoit iinirer- 
^ally characterise the Piolieslaitt familieB of 
Ireland. 

When weepdeaTourto tra^e the JBefonna* 
tioQ in the fcdgn ol Ueniy YIII.^ we discoTer 
Ahis rest]ge< alone of its establishment,- diat.it 
was nominally introducedimo thiacountry.nine 
years before his death. The great antiqpiary, 
Ware^ confesses that heooald find thns early 
no traces of Protestantism as an established re^- 
ligion^ The piety and. heavenly fortitude of 
Archbishop Browne beamed forth as a mo« 
mentary gleam of sunshine,, amid the Egyp- 
tian darkness that covered the land. The re* 
venues of die Church continued in the posses- 
sion of the hierarchy, which the r^imed mi« 
nisters had ostensibly and but historically dis^* 
placed. In some instances the bishoprics 
were bestowed on.Boman Catholics, and. by 
the Pope. In others, they who were in , pos- 
session of them when -the Reformation was. in* 
troduced, pretending to oonfonn, continaed to 
enjoy them. And Jeremy Taylor, in bis fiine-' 
ral sermon on the death of Archbishc^ Bmm- 
hill states, " that the Popish bishops and priests 
seemed to eonfonn, that keeping ifaeir biiAop- 
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]ic8y>tli^y viiiiglit Qsirich their kindred^ and 
dilapidate tha^sewnaesof the Clmvdi ; which, 
hy p^tended oflkes, fake informatioii% fee-^ 
fanns aft ^dntenptible rents, imd ungbdly 
atienotions^ - weke made low aa poverty itself, 
and nnfit^to ministcir'to die needs of them diat 
serred the ahar, or ihe noblest purposes of re^ 
lij^on*'" • . : 

The monasteries or abb^Jands, whose de- 
molition or ehange of proprietors had been 
agreed on or legalised^ still continoed as monu*^ 
ments of unsubstantial sufafugation on the 
part of 'England, and of the astonishing and 
deep*rooted ascendancy of Papal authority; 
And thus . fiftr,' my Lord, whatever had been 
done for the realization of the Reformation,' 
ha» entailed an irremediable curse on die 
Church in Ireland, which is fdt in all the bit* 
temesff of a cureless evil, to influence her 
prosper!^, and subject her to imdeserved re- 
proachj For the abbey^koida' thus aHenaited, 
to feed the uapacity of hiy wandereirs in search 
of estates, have eontiqxred. the property of in- 
dividuals either aliens to this country, absen- 
tees, though bom of her soili or hereditary 
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exactors of the fiilfilment of the whole of their 
bond, in spirit as well as in letter. 

Thisy my Lord, is the chief characteristic of 
the Reformation in the reign of Henry VIIL 
But lliere are OTents connected with this pe- 
riod, that demand' the most particular iuFesti- 
gation, which I shall endeayour to bestow 
upon them in the course of these Letters. 

John Bale, Bishop of Ossory, affords a 
very interesting though mdaneholy accounjt 
of religion in the time of Edward V I*, On his 
arrival at Waterferd, he found those who had 
pretended to haTe conformed to the Reform^ 
Church, engird in the most licentious prs^c- 
tioes. ^' The communion, or Supper, of the 
Lord, was altogether used like a Popish mass, 
with the old apish toys of Antichrist, in bow- 
ings and beckonings, kneelings and knockiipgs. 
The Lord's death, after St. Paul's doctrine, 
neither preached^ nor yet spoken of. Ther^ 
wailed they over the dead, with prodigious 
bowlings and patterings, as thcmgh their souls 
had not been quieted in Christ, and redeemed 
by his Passion." . 

In his description of his consecration as 
Bishop of Ossory, he exhibits full evidence of 
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the base hypocrisy of those who retained the 
highest digBities ^f the Church. The Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, who presided at this cere- 
mony, refiosed to use the form • prescribed in 
the Book of Common Prayer. And eren. the 
Lord Chancellor, who was present, though 
nominally a Protestant, sanctioned the Aiy^h- 
bishop*s design. But Bishop Bale, in^gnant 
at such flagrant profligacy of every principle 
not alone of religion, but even of decency, ex- 
claimed : *^ If England and Ireland be under 
one king, they are both bound to the obe* 
dience of one law under him. It was a 
bishopric I came hither to receive, which I 
would be better contented to tread under my 
feet, than to break that promise or oath I had 
made/* He then told them ^' to set their hearts 
at rest, that he came to the Church of Ossory 
to execute nothing but according to the rules 
of the Book of Common Prayer.*' The deter* 
mination of this venerable man soon over* 
came the assumed obstinacy of the hypocrites 
who opposed his conscientious conduct, and 
the Chancellor commanded the ceremony to 
be performed in the iMnner in which the 
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Bishop had desired, and the rules of the Church 
had sanctioned. 

When the highest authorities connected 
with the Church thus sacrificed principle to 
expediency^ and their secret adherence to an 
exploded form of religion, to their avaricious 
love of money, we cannot be astonished that 
the generality of the clergy were influenced 
by these depraved examples. Though pos- 
sessed of all the nominal, authority of episco- 
pal power, we may judge the quality of pro- 
tection which the laws extended to the newly 
established religion, we may form some con* 
ception of the manner in which the magis- 
tracy sustained this authority, and how resist- 
less the sway of Plupal jurisdiction, when we 
learn that Bishop Bale could not prevail upon 
the prebendaries of his own cathedral to use 
the Book of Common Prayer. ** They alleged, 
for their vain and idle excuse of this conduct, 
the lewd example of the Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, who was always slack in things pertaining 
to God*s glory." 

It was not. alone by a rejection of authority, 
and the indulgence of a secret aversion to the 
constituted officers of the established religion, 
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ifaat they iexhibited their hoBtiliCy to the Be*- 
formation. To the crime of disobedience, to • 
power they had professed to aeknoivirledge, they 
added that of murder. Their ferocious rancour 
against the reformed rdigion so orerpowered 
even their hypocriay, that they murdered the 
Archbishop of Armagh. The only possiUa 
ground which can be alleged for the commis- 
sion of this crime, is, that this exemplary Fie* 
late preached openly and honestly, the soul* 
stimng doctrines upon which all true religion 
hinges. Bishop 3ale describes him '^ as a 
godly preacher, and a virtuous and learned 
man ;" and attributes their guilt to a hatred 
originating in his rebuking their shameful 
vices. When intelligence reached him of this 
melancholy event, he-was also informed, that 
a similar fate (baited himself.' 

My Lord, when it is declared that abuses 
have crept into the Church, the slander is 
greedily devoured by her enemies. ' The mind 
naturally dwells with complacency on remote 
periods of ecclesiastical history, in the assur- 
ance that these were tim^s of purity in doc- 
trine and government. However, the false- 
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hood q£ this allegation, as applied to thje 
Church ia belaod^is eviden^>from the pprti^z) 
of her early history we have examined. It is 
not possible tha>t these facts were known to 
your lK>rdship. But as those who may wish 
to ruin our Estahlishment, may propagate the 
shuftdei^ that the abuses which now exist are 
of modem introduction^ it is necessary that the 
unwary or .the ignorant may be possessed of 
the advantage of contradictory testimony. 

Before we proceed, permit me to inquire, 
is the model of Church discipline, which the 
history of the reigns of Henry YIII. and Ed- 
ward YI. displays, that which your ascetic an- 
ticipations of Church purity shadowed forth, 
when your Lordship promised to employ all 
your energies to restore our Establishment %q 
its primitive character? Yet, my Lord, this 
is the state of the Reformation as it was be- 
queathed by your forefathers. 

But, perhaps, we shall discover this in- 
estimable representation of Church govern- 
ment in the annals of Queen Elizabeth. She 
is the much-vaunted patroness, the very niirs- 
ing-mother of the Reformation. Yet, my 
Lord, I fear that the most diligent historical 
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researches will not enable us to discover one 
soBtarf vestige of any ardent desire to pro* 
mote its interests in this island. 

One of the Queen's representatives in Ire* 
land vaguely alludes to the Reformation/ No 
other trace does his life or his letters afford of 
any anxiety on the subject Another oi these 
governors^ proposes some admirable projects 
for the advancement of religion. But the 
Queen is silent. She sleeps secure amid the 
Orthodoxy of her English ReformOrS) and per* 
mits this abandoned and devoted countty to 
contiuue in its diieerless idolatry. One is 
forced to yield some credence to. the opinion^ 
Ithat the Insh are the descraidants of the chil- 
dren of Canaan/ that slavery is the inheri- 
tance, and religious ignorancb the birtb-right 
of our benighted people^ when we read, the 
deplorable condition of the Reformation in 
these early times. But Sir Henry Sidney, not 
contented with one ineffectual solieitatton in 
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the cause of dirine truths endeavourB to arouse 
the Queeu hy a very particular recapitulation 
of the state of the Church in Ireland. May I 
presume to request your Lordship to refer to 
this letter/ In this document you will find 
that this fidthful and sealdus puhlic dfficer 
informs lier Msyesty^ ^^that this part of the 
^^ realm is sore and sick from the lamentable 
state of the most noble and principal limb ' 
thereof the Church/' With considerable 
energy and frankness^ he states^ that ^Hhe 
** Church is foul, deformed^ and oruelly 
^' crushed.*^ These opinions he had not de- 
rived from partial representations. He vioited 
every part of the country where a church, 
a minister, or a congregation were to b6 
found. And in order to give an explicit 
detail and satisfactory evidence of the progress 
of the Reformation, he selects one diooesC) of 
which he rehearses the most accurate informa- 
tion. He acknowledges he would not have 
believed what he reports, had he not witnessed 
what he communicates to her Majesty. The 
diocese of Meath is the one he selects* He 
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mentions that there were two hundred and 
twenty-four parish churches ; of these parishes 
one hundred and fire were impropriate. This 
illustrious Queen farmed them out at low 
rents, and provided but ^* sorry curates'' to 
administer the spiritual duties. But eighteen 
of these curates could speak the English Ian* 
guage. ^^ They had little Latin, and less learn - 
ing or civility/' There was not one glebe- 
house in the whole diocese, nor evenitny place 
of residence for the clergy. " The very walls of 
" the churches were thrown down, very few of 
' - the chancels were covered, and all the win- 
*^ dows and doors ruined or spoiled." 

Sir Henry Sidney naturally ejaculates : " If 
'^ this be the state of the Church in the best 
^* peopled diocese, and best governed county, 
^' easy is it for your Majesty to conjecture, in 
** , what case the rest is, where little or no reforma- 
^^ tions, either of religion or manners, hath yet 
^' been planted. So profane andllet^thenishare 
^^ some parts ofthis your country, that the sacra* 
*^ nient of baptism is not used among them." 
This fiedthful viceroy had, surely, just grounds 
for the observation which concludes his letter : 
^^ But your Majesty may believe it, that upon the 
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" face of the earthy where Christ is professed^ 
*^ there is not a Church in so miserable a anseP 
Yet, mj Lord, such is the state of the Be^ 
formation w^ich your forefathers hath l^e-^ 
queathed to you. And such is the model of 
perfection^ which you are pledged to devote 
all your energies, to compel the Church of 
England to imitate. Certainly, my Lord, if 
you are not more successful in the execution 
of your design in Church reform, than you 
have been in the selection of the type after 
which our ecclesiastical government is to be 
fafihioned, we need feel no alarm at the injury'y ou 
are calculated to entail on our Establishment 
It may be supposed, that the suggestions 
contained in this very valuable letter, must 
have arrested the attention of the Queen, and 
that no tiipe was permitted to escape, till every 
evil was redressed, of which complaint had 
been mad£i. Bi}t it unfortunately happens, 
that an extensive collection of documents are 
extant, written by her . Majesty's direction 
to the successive governors of Irdand, as a 
guide in their several administraticms, ani 
though they are all dated subsequently to the 
Ticeroyalty of Sir Henry Sidney, thdre is 
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scarcely in mj one of them, evexk an allusion 
^' to the foul, deformed, and cruelly crushed 
Church in Ireland/' ' 



1 As for instance, in the following^ docnmeots : ** A qollec- 
'* Hon of sandrj things, concerning instructions for the £arl of 
^f Sossex, Anno 1559. PHmo Eliaalteth/' 

Again, Instructions to ditto, anno 1560, 

Again, A Discourse of Ireland, sent to Sir Robert Cecil, 
her Majesty's principal Secretary, from Sir George Carej, 1601. 

Again, A brief memorial of Instractions for Mr. Edward 
Tremain, being sent to the Lord Depnty of Irelandj, by the Lord 
Treasarer, 1578. • 

The permitted absence of dergymen from their Uiringt two 
months in every year, and a successor to the See of Armagh, 
are the only subj^p^s mentioned* in ponneuon with religion. 

Again, Instractions to be sent to the Lord Depnty and Coan« 
oil in Ireland, by Geofry Fentpn, Esq., her Majesty'i Secretary 
in that realm, 1585. 

. Again, The plot of her Majesty'^ officer teaching the peopliiig 
of Manster in Ireland, 1585. 

Again, Articles to be, by Secretary Feiiton, d'eliyered in Iter 
Majesty's name to the Lord Depn^ of Ireland. 

Again, The heads of an instractionfor Secretary Fentoo, Eaq*i 
to be commnnicated to the |^rd Deputy, for peopling of Mnnvr 
ter, 1585. In all these papers from the first to almost the la^ 
year of Elisabeth's reign, the Reformation neTer seems to lutr^ 
en|aged her lerioas attention. 

Again, Instrnctions for. Sir Henry Walloppe, under Tfea- 
stirer at War, in her Majesty's realm of Ireland. 
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It is vety remarkable, that in a publican 
tion written some jeltrs after die administra* 
tion of Sir Henry Sidney, though it professed 
to treat of the corraptionB of the government 
in Ireland, the authpor never once mentions 
the Church.' The inference which naturally 
follows from this fatal silence, is, diat the sub* 
ject of religion was then less regarded than 
would be now the slightest deviation from cle- 
rical responsibility} in the remotest parish in 
Ireland. 

But to acquit mjd/Ai of casting an unjusti* 



AgaiDj IiifttniotibM fpr the Lord 6mj, 1983. 

Again, Orders to be obserred by tbe Jostioea of Peace 
^ithio their seyeral limits throaghoot the realm. 

Again, A memorial for Sir John Perrot* &o., deliyered 
onto hln bj the Lorda of the Priry Coan^il. In t&is memoriiil 
tbe BaildiDg of a College 14 spoken of, hot nothing more con- 
nected with reformation* 

Again, Instxaotiens given by her Majesty to Sir .John Perrot, 
being fent Depnty into Irtlfuid,- 1583. 

> Seie th«/ declaration of the CieTemmenf •f Ireland, wrote 
in tlie ^Tenunent «[f Sir William FitswilUams, who was jux. 
years Liord Depnty in Ireland, that is, from the year 15S8 to 
the year 1S94, by Captain Thomas Ijee« pnblished in pMthrata 
Curiota Bibtmietu 
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fiable reproach on the character of Elizabeth, 
whose praise is vaunted in all the churches, 
it is only necessary to refer to the testimony of 
Lord Chichester,' who was Governor in Ire- 
land from 1612 to 1616, in the reign of hex 
successor. He thus states the state of the Re- 
formation : ^* The churches I found all ruin- 
ous, and many utterly defaced, a spectacle 
grievous to the sight of all good Chrbtians.^' 

I feel considerable pleasure in recording, the 
efforts of James I. made to restore the churches 
to the reformed ministers.^ But these exer- 
tions, which were executed through the in- 
strumentality of an armed force, were, as 
they deserved to be, unproductive of any last- 
ing benefit. The effort to propagate religion 
by any compulsory means augurs unpropitious- 
ly for its diffusion. Violence can never dis- 



' See ft Cbronicle of Lord Cbichester't Govenmient of Ire- 
land, containing certain chronioalary Diaoonrses for the yeara of 
oar Lord in 1612-15, collected and gathered by William Far- 
mer, Chimrgeon. Pablished in VesitUrata Curio$a Hibemka, 
▼ol. 1 . p. 25S. 

* Thia occarred in tbe Tieeroyalty of Lord Moantjoy. See 
Fyne*a Mbryaon'a Itinerary, p. 298, folio edition. 
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seminate religion: It is an act of the mind. 
And even the hyprocritical semblance of 
its adoption disappears when the means are 
withdrawn which administered motives to de- 
ceit. But the testimony of Lord Chichester 
is supported by subsequent historians. The 

parochial churches and cathedrals were all in 
a dilapidated condition. *^ Those in the coun- 
try districts had been destroyed, or fallen down 
from want of covering-." The ministers were 
scandalously inattentive to their calling, and 
^' scarce any care was taken to catechize the 
the children, or instruct others in the grounds 
of religion.'' For years together divine service 
had not been used in any parish church 
throughout Ulster, except in some city or 
principal town.' 

In truth the system of Church discipline 
was so perfectly degenerated, that there were 
bishoprics in Ulster, namely, Derry, Raphoe, 
and Clogher, to which neither queen Eliza-^ 
beth, nor any of her progenitors, had ever 
appointed. And therefore, even to the reign 



1 Carte's Life of the Dnke of Ormond, rol. I. p. 17. 
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of James I., a considerable portion of the 
north of Ireland had never enjoyed, even for- 
mally, the blessings of the Beformation. This 
monarch was the first king of England who 
had ever supplied these Sees with Bishops ; 
which is an argument, as Sir John Davies re- 
marks, whose observations I am transcribing, 
^ either of great negligence, or of great weak- 
ness, in the state and governors of these 
times.''' And to direct your Lordship's at- 
tention in the most satisfactory manner to the 
present state of improvement in the Church 
in Ireland, you will be pleased to remark, 
that one principal cause, which is alleged as 
the prominent feature of the corruption of an* 
cient. times, is, ^' diat the livings were kept 
byway ofcommendamm theBishops'hancb^so 
that scarce any care ^ag taken to catechize the 
children..'*^ Now, my Lord, in all the dioceses 
in Ireland there is but one solitary living held 
by commemiafn. This is the deanery of Christ^s 
Church by the Bishop of KUdare, whose in^ 



> Da^iet' Hittorieftl Tracts, pp. 190, 191. 
^Carte's Ufa of Omond, v«1. 1. p. 17* 
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oomey without this addition, would not be 
more than an adequate sustenance for a rector 
of a large parish. 

I am thus explicit as to the state of the Re- 
formation in Irelai^d, in order to remove the 
censure conveyed in the resolution of the Meet- 
ing at Cork against the present administration 
of Church government. It is not to perplex 
your Xiordship, or taunt your sagacity, or ex- 
}k>se the inaccuracy of your information res-' 
pecting the early history of our common coun- 
try, that so frequently I repeat your own words, 
'^ that you would use all means in your power 
towards the permanent establishment of the 
Church of England, as it was left by your 
forefathers at the time of the Reformation.'' 
No, my Lord, truth requires not the shafts of 
satire, nor the bitterness of ridicule, in its ad- 
vocacy. But surely you will acknowledge, 
that a reformer of religion would be strangely 
employed, if his efforts to render its adminis- 
tration more pure, were only exhibited in a 
design to restore the corruptions of a ^^ foul, 
deformed, and cruelly crushed Church.'' And 
when your Lordship, in no measured vitupe- 
ration, upbraids the present dignitaries of the 
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Establishment, imagine my amazement wbev 
I diseover that the pericid' whieh -yeur pious 
sagacity ordains as the most appropriate for 
present times to imitate, is that which the 
first law officer of the king of England idhn- 
racteri^ed as one "of great negligence or 'of 
gi-eat weakness in the State and Goremors of 
Ireland.'* But when the indolence of the 
clergy, and the moral tergiversation of our 
hierarchy are blended together in owe commoit 
mark of reprobation, my surprise had atrirert 
at its greatest height, when the means your 
Lordship proposed for the melioration of all 
our complicated maladies, were to introduce 
that system of Church arrangement, which 
left a very large district of Ireland without 
one single Bishop, which deprived an im- 
mense proportion of the Ptotestant population 
of one superintending beneficed clergyman ; 
which had never provided the blessings 
of religious instruction for our ^youthftil 
flocks, and which for more than one h«in- 
dred years had pennitted the inhabitants of 
several counties to wander, unrestrained, with- 
out even the occasional warning of a weekly ' 
admonition. 
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Your Lordship will be pleased to remark, 
that the testimonies I adduce for the represen- 
station of yonr Lordship's cherished model o£ 
•ecclesiastical discipline, in almost every in- 
stance, proceed from persons who are the nar- 
rators of facts, of irhich they were the wit- 
aeftses, and that they had no object to secure, 
in the falsification of the occurrences or cir- 
cumstances which they recount This will 
recommend them to your Lordship^ attention. 
And it is melancholy to discover, as we pro- 
ceed in the history of our unhappy country, 
that time appears to accumulate darkness upon 
her; for in each successive reign the light of 
religion seems to recede from our observation^ 
until at last we may almost observe it to 
expire. 

When Bishop Bedell, in 1680, arrived in 
his diocese of Kilmore, this zealous Prelate 
immediately commenced a personal inspection 
of his See. The results of this careful and 
laborious investigation, he communicated to 
Archbishop Laud.' He includes much mean- 
ing in a small compass : '^ And, shortly, to 



* Bishop BarDe(*s lire of Bedell, p. 35. 
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speak much ill matter in a few words, tlie state 
of the Church in Ireland, is very miserable.** 
Not only did he find his cathedral church per- 
fectly destroyed, but even the Bishop's residence 
levelled to the ground, " and the parish churches 
were all ruined, unroofed,*unrepaired." Such 
is the description of the Reformation in 1630, 
by this venerable Bishop. But what other 
results could be anticipated from the influence 
of continual civil wars, from the want of the 
protection of England, from the paucity of re- 
formed ministers, that were scattered through 
the land, with no residences, and almost with- 
out a single church in which the Word of 
God could be preached.* 



1 It is a remarkable fact, and worthy of remembrance, that 
in the two dioceses of Kilmore and Ardagh« there were bat six- 
teen resident clergymen. See a Letter of Bishop Bedell's to 
Archbishop Laud, in his Life of Bamet, p. S6 ; and Bomet'g 
fomarks on the fact, p. 34. This was io the year 1630. There 
are now nearly one hondred actually resident putors in these 
dioceses. Which of these periods it may please year Lordship 
Ui select OS the model for the administration of ecclesiastical 
discipline, it woald be perhaps presamption in me to suggest. 
See the Papers relating to the State of the Chnrch in Ireland, 
ordered by the House of Commons to be printed in 1820. See 
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Dr. Heylin, in his Life of Archbishop 
Laud, assigns, as the chief cause of the de{>lo- 
Table condition of the Church, the prodigious 
number of impropriate benefices that had be^ 
come the property of laymen. The vicarages 
were, for the most part, stipendiary, and the 
incomes so miserably sordid, that in the whole 
province of Connaught, most of the vicars' 
pensions came but to forty shillings per an* 
num, and in msmy places but to sixteen. 
Even the episcopal Sees had been so wasted 
by former occupants, who despoiled the Church 
of its patronage^ under the assumed character 
of converts to the reformed religion, that some 
of them were utterly unable to maintain a 
Bishop.' 

In the government of the Earl of Straf- 
ford, powerful exertions were made to restore 
the Church to order, at least to a state of 



also the Aoeovnt of the Unbeoifieed Curate* of Ihe Eetablisbed 
Cbnxeh la Ivelaad, pabliihed bj order of the Hooee of CommoDs 
Id 182S. 

> See Dr. Heyliu'e Life of Arebbiebop Land, Part z. lib. 
iv. pp. 15, 16, 17. See also his History of the P^esbjleriaiis» 
p^. 388, 339. 
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decency. This illustrious pelrspn, perhaps the 
most injured in the annals of British. history; 
was persecuted unto death for his chivalrous 
attachment to Charles I. But this unhappy 
king sacrificed his most devoted subject to the 
most heartless rebels that ever opposed autho- 
rity. Though he was indefatigable in devising 
tneans for the regeneration of the Churchy his 
diligence terminated in disappointment. In 
writing to the Archbishop of Canterbury,' he 
describes the clergy as distempered many ways, 
and unlearned. They had not so much as the 
outward form of 'churchmen, nor were their 



' It is very remarkable, that on all occasions, where we 
possess aathorities to assist the investigation, the sucoessive 
Archbishops of Canterbary appear, from their correspoodeoce, to 
have exercised at least such a snperintendance over the Charch 
in Ireland, as marks the exceeding interest they felt in her con- 
cerns. There are hundreds of instances of this kind in Lord 
Strafford's Letters. And, in Primate Boulter's Letters, the 
same circumstance appears. We have already observed ex- 
amples of that nature in the correspondence of Bishop Bedell. 
Hat this feeling increased since the Union, when the two 
Churches of England and Ireland were boaod indissolnbly to- 
geCher, under the title of «• The United Charch of England and 
Ireland?" 
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{persons any' ways reverenced or protected. 
-The churches still continued unbuilt, and the 
parsonage and vicarage houses utterly ruined ; 
the people were uptaught, on account of the 
non-residency of the clergy, and the rites and 
ceremonies of the Church were, run over with- 
out any decency of habit, order, or gravity, in 
the course of their services. * 

These facts require no comment. If we 
•ask for further evidence of the state of the 
'Church, we shall find ample information in 
the petition which the Archbishops, Bishops, 
«nd the whole clergy of Ireland, assembled in 
<K)avocation, addressed to the King. 

I cannot too frequently implore jour Lord- 
ship to remember, that the irregularities which, 
•during these degenerate days, were entailed 
•upon the Church, and the total corruption of 
•eoolesiastical goveniment thus bequeathed to 
modern times, presented obstacles so numerous 
to improvement, that our astonishment, if we 
be candid expositors of history, is awakened, 



> The Earl of Straffbrd'f Letten and Despatchef, vol. i. pp. 
187, 188. 
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when we observe, from materials so corrupt^ 
from a system of discipline almost efifaced, in- 
deed from the ruins of a rdigious establish- 
ment, that a Church so pure, so efficacious, so 
regenerated, has been built up in the age in 
which we live. 

For many reasons, I beg to refer your Lord- 
ship to the original document to which I have 
just referred. ' I shall, however, transcribe a 
small portion of it. The petitioners state, 
*^ That in all the Christian world, the rural 
clergy have not been reduced to such ex- 
tremity of contempt and beggary, as in this 
your Highnesses kingdom, by the means of so 
frequent appropriations, commendams, - and 
violent intrusions into their undoubted rights, 
in times of confusion, having their churches 
ruined^ their habitations left desolate, their 
glebes concealed, and, by inevitable ccsnse- 
quence, an invincible necessity of a general 
non-residency, whereby the ordinary sutyeqt 
hath been left wholly destitute of all pp$9ib}|e 
means to learn true piety to God." 



1 The Earl of Strafford's Letters, toI. i. pp. 8S3» $S$. 
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Yet the King, who professed even upon the 
scaffold attachment to the Charch, still de- 
tamed in his own possession a great portion of 
her revenues* Thus, while the Establishment 
in this country was forsaken hj England, 
plundered by the aristocracy, and persecuted 
by the overbearing power of a rival hierarchy, 
the secret workings of Papal craft had well 
nigh extirpated even the faint remains of the 
reformed religion in Ireland. We may form 
some estimate of the triumph of Roman Ca- 
tholic hostility to the reformed religion, when 
we learn, that a treaty' was actually signed 
to accomplish the long-wished-for design of 
annihilating the Reformation in this island. 



' See the King's Cabinet Opened, found on Naieby field, bjr 
Sit Thomas Fairfax, pablished by special order of Parliament, 
1645. See the Barl of Glamorgan's Negociations, poblished in 
tbe same year. ^ 

These d^coments are preserved in tbe Harleian Blitcellany, 
tol. y. pp. 514, 556. See the Irish Cabinet, or his Majesty's 
Secret Papers for establishiftg the Papal Clergy in Ireland, 
taken in the carriage of the Arpbbisbop of Tuam, printed it 
1645. See the Traaty ooncladed by tile Earl of Glamotgm, 
published in Lodlow's Memoin^, p. 496. 

Yet, after all this, Charles said on the scaflbld: « There- 



69 THIRD LETTBB. 

Thus, the Church, buried beneath ^ heap 
pf corruption, while the whole eco^sJAfiti^al 
goyemment was dissolved; weak from the ab* 
sence of protection, and from internal iiube^ 
cility unable to resist the ravages of any. in- 
vasion ; her highest dignities, in ms^ny cs^s, 
inquired after as mere merchcuidize,. in other 
instances, possessed by hypocrites, who dis- 
believed the truths; or execrated the doctrines 
they had sworn to preach ; while apathy .and 
distrust on the one hand, and profligacy and 
profaneness on the other, gave awful indica- 
tions of her dissolution, the Church in Ire- 
land, as if Providence had decreed this unani- 
mity of poverty and vice, was at last visited 



-•• 



fore I teU yoa (aod I pray God it be oot laid to their charge,) 
that / am the martyr of the people.** See Nalson's Journal of th« 
High Court of Justice for the Trial of Charles I., p. 116. 

Whj did not Hume mention this fact? For surelv ita truth 
rests on something better authority than his romantic storjr of the 
preparation of the scaffold, within the hiaring of Charles, which 
he knew to be false, as Mr. C. J> Fox has proved, in his Historj 
of Jamea IX*', and Mr. Laing, in hia Historj of Scotland* 
even mentions that he saw the book Hume ^ad read and 
marked, which fullj bore testimony to the. falsehood of his own 
story. 



"witb the soorpidn- seoorge and iron haiid of 
CromwelVs resistless sway. He filled up the 
measure of the devastations which the negli- 
gence of England, the rapacity of the aristo- 
cracy and landlords, and her own effete autho- 
rity, had all contributed to render a work of 
no perilous difficulty. The adherents 6f the 
' Church, or the disciples of the Pope, could 
perceive no discrimination in his ruthless ven- 
geance. Perhaps, too,theintroduction of Puri- 
tanical opinions, and their attendant associates, 
hatred of Church authority and episcopal 
power, had experienced but few obstacles in 
their diffusion, from the influence which might 
be supposed naturally to affect the public 
mind, from the acknowledgeded partiality 
which the Primate ' at one period of his life 



* There U every reason to beliere, that Archbi«hop Ussher 
outlived his love of Paritanicsl opinions. Dr. Bornnrd endea- 
voared to defend his meinorj from the charge of conversion to 
-doctrines more nearly assimilated . to those of Arminias. Bnt 
Hr. Pierce, who had pablished his reasons for believing in this 
change of the Primate's sentiments, proposed to Dr. Barnard* lo 
produce the most satisfactory witnesses to establish the point be 
had OLdertaken to prove. It is remarkable, that Dn Barnard 



69 THIRD LETTBIt. 

professed for the doctrines of the Genevan Re* 
former. 

Nor is this a matter of mere surmise. For 
the conduct of the Convocation) when the 
Earl of Strafibrd, and Bramhall, then Bishop 
of Decry, endeavoured, and finally succeeded, 
in inducing its members to adopt the English 
.articles of religion^ fully testifies ' the growth of 
Calvinistic opinions. However this may be, 
•the Puritans, in a very few years, appeared to 
be the only inhabitants and possessors of ex- 
tensive districts.^ 



aerer accepted this efaalleoge. The mi^inpeacliable testimonj, 
therefore, of Mr. Pierce^ Is to be placed ia opposition to the 
Mere aasertioo of one, «rhe» from having been the intimate friend 
of the Primate of the Chnrcb in Ireland, became in a few jears 
the chaplain of Cromwell ! 

VSee Dr. Hejiin** Historj of the Presbjterians, pp. 388, 
399. 

• * It was in tl>e noHb of Ireland, more than in anj other part, 
that the elenvnee of the epitcopdiaa dergy bad been most ef- 
feetnal, and that their places had been eopplied bj the sturdiest 
champions of the eoTenant, taken prinoipallj from the west 
'«f Scotland, the disciples of Cameron, Renwick, and Peden, 
and profisssmg* in the wiMest and most gloomy sense, the austere 
principles of their party.-^Tajlor's Works, tol. i. p. 104. He^ 
^ber'sediti .... 
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Whether hypocrisj, or fear, or conscien- 
tious conviction, produced this reyolutian, it is 
impossible now to ascertain. ' But perhaps ter- 
ror drove them into deceit, and hypocrisy se- 
iluced them into fanaticisim. The external 
evidences of their new system of religion vrex^ 
peculiarly visible in their revolting detestation 
of even the habit of a churchman. So sub- 
lime were their speculations of the social ha- 
bitudes of Christianity, that almost the first 
article of their practical religion, whiph to 
i^ontiavene, was almost heresy or schism, was 
not to observe the decent courtesies of life to a 
Bishop of the Established Church. But tp 
speak to one of those condemned outcasts, 
would have been a violation of their «anctimo- 
nious regulfitions, as much beyond foigive- 
ness as the unpardonable sin. ^ The preachers," 
says Bishop H^r, in his life of Dr« Taylor, 
entered into a new engagement among them- 
selves, to speak with no Bishop, and to en- 
^^ dure neither their government nor their, per- 
sons."' Yet, with a precision of discrimi- 






it 



» Ta^lor'i Works, rol. i. p. 104. 
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uaitioli peculiartd a Puritan's conscience^ they 
robbed the Bishops of their incomes, to acquit 
themselves to God, bat at the same time to 
satiate their eoncupiscetice of gold. Thej 
raised an outcry i^inst the Church, as being 
supported by revenues, which had only antir- 
quated laws for their authority; and success 
having attended their hypocritical calumnies, 
diey applied those very tithes to the payment 
of their own ministers. Thus, in accordance 
with the system which has ever been pursued, 
when crimination and reproach, are the first 
weapons which artifice and fanaticism employ, 
they maligned the clergy to become possessed 
of their property.* They slandered the Church, 
to obliterate the purity of her doctrines; and 
when the ruin had been completed, their 
proudest triumph, was to laugh to scorn the 
clergy they had despoiled, and to treat them 
as heathenish priests, as idolators and knaves. 
Whilst this overwhelming inundation of 
Puritanical opinions was sweeping away every 



^ For a fall proof of these MsertioM, see Tlwrloe** Slate 
Papers, toI. i. pp. 83« 367, 387; Yol. iv, p. 377 ; toL v» pp«. 
129,246. 
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▼estige of the £siabli8hment, Charles It, by die 
instrumentality of his Queen, had entered into 
a contract to sell Ireland and the Protestant 
religion to a Roman Catholic foreigner. We 
may estimate his affection for the Established 
Church, by observing, that one of the remark- 
able conditions of this traitorous bargain, was*, 
that no ruler should henceforth govern in Ire^ 
land, but a disciple of Kome. ' 



* Articles of agreement, eonoladed upon between bis Rojal 
Higbness Charles the Fourth, by the grace of God Dake of 
Lorralo, &e. and Theobald Lord VisoooDt Taaffoi Niebolaa Plao- 
kett, Koigbt, and Gefirj Browne, Esq. deputies, atttherised on 
the behalf of the kingdom and people of Ireland. . 

J. His Highness the Dake of Lorraio sball be chosen, ^aken, 
and esteemed the true and Rojal Protector of Ireland, and this to 
pass to his heirs and successors, bjr this title, all power and an- 
tboritj of administering the kingdom, and all other things dolj 
belonging to a Rojal Protector, being conferred npon him acv. 
cording to the conditions partionlarlj to be declared in the eosaing 
articles. 

II. And first of all, whereas in the treatj the cause of reli- 
gion is chiefly concerned, it seemed fit to the agreers to begin 
tiie whole business from imploring his Holiness's benediction and 
fatherlj help, which help, as they hope, shall not be wanting 
onto them, neither in spiritaal and temporal ways, so they protest 
themselves most constantly to remain in the perpetaal obedience 
auid faith of the Apostolic See and his Holiness. — Clanricarde's 
Memoir 9, pp. 78,79. 
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The Restoration, which introduced peace 
And joy into England, reduced Ireland to the 
double curse of being governed by one Stuart, 
who was a vicious profligate, and seduced by 
anotfa er,who was a cowardly bigot. Between 
-the vices of Charles IL and the insidious machi- 
nations of his brother, this country entirely be- 
came the spoil of the Roman Catholic religion. 
In a letter of the Bishop of Cork, written in 
1662, and preserved in the works of the Hon. 
Robert Boyle, we may learn enough to know 
the neglect — ^I should speak more properly if I 
said, the persecution — with which Charles II. 
visited the Church in Ireland. "But yet," 
says this exemplary Prelate, ** I must humbly 
*^ take leave to acknowledge myself unsatisfied 
'^ why that additional revenue, which his Ma- 
^^ jesty designed and promised for the better sup- 
" port of the clergy here, that they may with 
'' greater comfort attend the cures of their 
" several churches, should be devoted to any 
other use, though in itself it be generous and 
handsome, especially when I consider, how 
" many congregations depend upon the service 
of these parishes, how destitute they will be 
of a church to resort to, how the poor people 
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will be compelled to wander through the 
** country, to find out an opportune place for 
'' the performance of their public duties^ and 
** devotions to God.'** 

Thus, my Lord, even the King of England 
followed the example of the rapacious aris- 
tocracy of Ireland, and withheld from the 
Church the means of her support. One fact 
is sufficient to establish the extent of the 
depredation committed upon her patrimony. 
It is related by Dr. Taylor, in his fune- 
ral sermon on Archbishop Bramhall, that the 
Primate, when Bishop of Derry, recovered 
thirty thousand pounds per annum,^ which 
had been appropriated to secular purposes by 
the Irish landlords. Could the Keformation 
flourish, when the King was its most deadly 
foe, and the nobles of the land its hereditary 
enemies. 

Under all these circumstances, who can be 
amazed that the Koman Catholic religion was 
at last established in all the plenitude of autho- 
rity and regality of state? 



1 Bojle's Works, vol. VI. p. 639, qaar. edit* 
» Tajlor'B Works, toI. VI. p. 481. 
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I acknowledge^ my Lord, I feel eonside- 
Table satisfaction, may I say, some pride, in 
appealing to you, to determine what period of 
all the history we have hastily glanced at, in 
which you can find your favoured model, for 
ecclesiastical government. I do feel pride, from 
the conscientious belief, that the Church in 
Ireland at this moment far surpasses, in the 
piety and learning of her Bishops, and all the 
orders of her priesthood, every period of her 
former history. Which is the reign your 
Lordship will now select, as presenting even 
a remote appearance of purity in church dis- 
cipline, or as favourable to the position ;ou 
have assumed, that there was a time, wh^u the 
Keformation, " as it was left by your Lord- 
ship's forefathers,'*" was more advanced, or 
more vigilantly fostered, than in our own days? 
Will your Lordship appeal to the reign of 
Henry VIIL in your defence; He has be- 
queathed us but the charter of his robbery 
of the patrimony of the Church. Is it Ed- 
ward VI. ? He afforded us but one pledge, 
and that was an illustrious one, of his re- 
verence for religion, and his attachment to 
Ireland — the pious, the devoted Bishop Bedell. 
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Ij« it Elizabeth ? The inheritance .we have de- 
rived from her, is the lustre of a name encir* 
cled with glory in the annals of the Reforma- 
tion, but not one ray of its illumination rested 
on this benighted land. Is . it James L ? 
Though he attempted some regeneration in our 
system, our churches were left desolate, our 
clergy without residence, the people without 
a Bible, and their ehildr^i without a teacher. 
Can it be Charles I. ? Though he had a mi- 
nister worthy of a better, or a more determined 
monarch ; worthy of such a master as Alfred 
or Gustavus Yasa, he detained the possessions 
of the Church to carry on war against hia 
own subjects. And, surely, my Lord, T need 
scarcely inquire if Cromwell's model of Church 
government, is that which your wisdom or 
your piety would lead you to select, Crom- 
well, whose religion was plunder, whose 
morality was hypocrisy, whose piety was fena- 
tioism, who uprooted religion, while he pre- 
tended to reform it, who railed at episcopacy 
that he might steal the jewels from th^ mitre, 
and w|iQ ejected the clergy, that he might 
fe^dhis ^eat company of great preachers, hit^ 
aiftiU^ary, afid his dragoons, fcoin the palri^ 
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mbnj of the Church. And finally, my Lcird; 
is it Charles 11, the willing tool of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood ; or his brother, who, in 
public and in private, by secret acts and open 
resistance, opposed in every way the progress 
of the Reformation, and established his be- 
loved religion, in defiance of the will of his 
people, the interests of the State, and the laws 
smd constitution of Great Britain i 
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My Lord, 

Berhaps you may deem the 

historical evidence in the preceding letter too 

Toluminous. But its production was necessary 

to the vindication of the Church. Besides, as 

the documents from which I have established 

my proo£si, are not in general use, and as the 

position maintained was rather novel and en* 

tirely opposed to your Lordship's declaration, 

that there was a purer period of our Church 

history than the present, I felt myself bound 

to adhere almost to the language of the writers^ 

from which I had obtained my information. 

The error into which I conceive your Lord* 

ship to have fallen, is very general ; namely^ 

that from the original establishment of a 

Chureh» we oug^t to register the era of her 

greatest perfection* It is, therefore, no mi« 

common practice to attribute any irregularities 
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that may have crept into her administration^ 
to times long subsequent to her original foun- 
dation. But, mj Lord, a more unadulterated 
form of Church government, and of Christian 
doctrine, may supplant the establishment of a 
more corrupt system, and. yet be far removed 
from perfection. And truth may displace er- 
ror^ yet the mode of disseminating it be im- 
proved by time. This mistake, into which 
your Lordship has been betrayed, originates, 
perhaps, from limiting otir observations to the 
Churches of antiquity, planted by the apostles, 
and corrupted by the hordes. of sectaries which 
refined away the prominent and leading truths 
of the Gospel. 

But, my Lord, however correct these state- 
ments may be, I trust your Lordship will per- 
mit me to devote a few sentences to the re- 
moval of an objection which I anticipate may 
be made by Protestant or Roman Catholic 
Dissenters, to the historical details in the fore- 
going Letter. 

It .may be unwanly concluded, that the 
doctrines of a Church cannot be apostolical, nor 
its system of government scriptural, or errors 
such as we have witnessed could not have 
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eiepty in fenD^ timeSj into' the Church in Ire* 
land. Were this a correct mode of argument^ 
the seven Asian Churches would necessarily 
fall under condemnation. But if impurity 
iq church discipline inferred erroueousness in 
doctrine, the Roman Catholic, with all his 
fondly nourished predilections for his Church, 
dare not presuxue, with this restriction, to de- 
nominate her a Christian establishment. For 
the anathemas of one Pope, condemning the 
goremment of his predecessors, the councils of 
^e Church itself, the voice of history, would 
convict him in his delusions. 

Nor can the Protestant Dissenter attempt 
to argue that irregularities in discipline afford 
any argument against orthodoxy of doctrine. 
For, the extraordinary and undeniable fact, 
that the meeting-houses oi the Calvinistic 
Dissenters in England, have, even in hun« 
dreds of instances, passed entirely out of their 
possession, must compel them to be silent. 
Tes, the meeting-houses which had been ori- 
ginally founded for the promulgation of the 
atonement of Christ, and the enforcement of the 
doctrine of the Trinity, and their concomitant 
and inseparable truths, have, with very few ex- 

£ 
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ceptionsy beefi embeajsted by the cvafty deceits* 
^i^d juggling sophistry of diie Sodnian party in 
!E!ngland. * And^ perhaps* this fact presents the 



' There are some olrcainttaoGefl connected with the history of 
^18 deplorable fact, on which it maj not be oninstractire here 
to atoimadrert. Bishop Honlej, even in bis daj, had perceired 
the dimiootion of the Calviaistic Ditsentere in England. In bis 
eontrorertj with Dr. PriestI j he bad ocoaaioi^ to obaerre, that 
it waa. possible for large congregations^ eyen in a short time, to 
alter their religious opinions. To enforce this position be re« 
marked, " Where shall we find a Dissenter, except among the 
dregs of Methodism, who would not think it an affront to be 
taken for a Calrinist." Bishop Horslej intended to convej tbia 
meaning; t^at the Calrinistio Diaaenten had become* as their own 
partj traitorooaly call tbemselrea. Unitarians* Ajud though it maj^ 
appear strange, and doubtless did to, to the learned Prelate, Dr. 
Priestlej denied the troth of Bishop Horslej's obserration, and 
argued in favour of the superior numbers of Calvinists among the 
Dissenters. Tbe Bishop, however, adduced the most satisfactory 
tvidetice,' in proof of bis ^rst assertion^ and concludes his obaer* 
vatlons iii these worda : " I believe^ however, the tnitb is^ and ia 
pretty notorions, that Calvinism is gone among the Dissenters of 
the present times ; though, for what reason I presume not to say, 
the dissenting (Socinian) teachers dislike to be told of its ex- 
tinction,'* — Bishop Borshy'8 Tracts, pp. 179, 444. 

Thougfi Biabop Horsley does not appear to have been aoqnainted 
with tbe reason of tbe SociiuaDa disliking tbe fact t9 be knowiii 
that Calvlniam> among the Dissenters, bad bees nearly extiogoiah- 
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most powedul testimony that can be adduced, 
of tbe importance of a Church regulated on the 
model of the Church of England. From the 
absence of such control as the hierarchy are 



ed* Dr. Priestlej, if he had to wished it, coold hare informed him* 
At t^at verj time, or rather previoas to it, a regular sjatem had 
been organised, bjr which the Socinian party endeavoured to 
procare possession of a]l the chapels of the orthodox Protestant 
Dissenters. In ever^r part of England thej are at this moment 
in possession of the chapels which were foonded for the express 
object of disseminating doctrines diametrically opposed to thevft 
philosophical delnsions. 

Silence, therefore, in Dr. Priestley, was the highest wisdom ! 
If be had gratified his vanity, he would have betrayed a design, 
whose only parallel in history is the secret society of illumlnism 
to overtom Christianity* The spoliation was going oa in his life 
time, and now it has saoceeded to the fall. 

If any person, who has the power and the will to call for 
examination into the facts I have here briefly alluded to, may 
read these pages, I beg he will refer to <* The Manchester So- 
cinian Controversy," published by Westley, 10, Stationers'-oonrt, 
LoodoD, 1835. In this book is given the most extraordinary 
detail of tbe sacrilegious ravages of the Socinians. An inves- 
tigation into this subject is really worthy the legislation of a 
Christian senate. He who . will undertake to conduct it, well 
deserves the praise of all the Churches, and ought to be cheered 
by the assistance, and blessed with the prayers of every lover 
of true religion. 

£ 2 
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empowered to exercise, a very large propor* 
tion of the Dissenters of Englaad are for ever 
denied the opportunity of hearing the sating 
doctrines of the Bihle preached, unless a Chris- 
tian spirit he awakened in our House of Com- 
mons, and exerted to recover the property of 
which they have heen treacherously deprived. 

I shall now return to my suhject. 

Having fully established, that the days of 
the Church's purity cannot he dated from 
Henry YIII. to the Revolution, I shall not 
burden your attention with an equally elabo- 
rate history of her afifairs from William III. to 
the Union in 1801. 

I shall merely refer yoi^, in addition to what 
I have already stated in my Second Letter, to 
the correspondence of Primate Boulter. In 
one of his letters to the Puke of Newcastle, in 
1730, there is ample evidence that the melan- 
choly picture we have been so long perusing, 
had not even thex) become much more cheer- 
ing. ^' I am desirous to procure glebes for 
" the clergy to live on, the greatest part of the 
'' livings here having neither house nor land 
'* belonging to them.^' This want naturally 
prevented residence. It also involved the non- 
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existence of churches. For, in all periods of 
Church history in Ireland, it will he observed, 
that the number of churches is nearly propor- 
tionate to the number of glebe*houses. The 
Primate also proposed several plans for the im- 
provement of education, which he states to 
have been in a most deplorable condition. 

I profess great respect for the character of 
Primate Bouker. His letters testify the anx- 
iety he felt for the advancement of the Refor-. 
maticm. Yet he was too much immersed in 
the poKtics of his day, to have been as ef-^ 
ficient in his clerical capacity as his active 
and intelligent mind, had he been less secular, 
might hate rendered him. ' But this was in a 
great measure the fault of the times in which 
he lived, and of the system under which he 
acted, and not of the in<Uvidual, Ireland ap- 
peared to require that every engine should be 
employed to work her recovery to obedience, 
or rather to sow the seed that might produce 
it. In every district, disaffection was known 
to exist As branches of the Church establish* 



I Bo8her*« Letters, tol. U. pp. 11» 176. 
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ment were scattered through the land, the 
patronage which the Church presented to the 
ejes of the minister in England, was a tempta* 
tion too alluring, as a means of preserving the 
people's loyalty and obedience to English autho* 
rity. Therefore the Archbishops and Bishops 
were selected by Primate Boulter's advice, for 
the sole object of preserving ^ the English in- 
terest/' as he terms it* And on one occadon, 
fearing that the Duke of Newcastle would 
supply the vacancies in Ireland from the 
bench in England, he urges his Grace to be 
cautious, lest the person chosen might be 
tempted *' by Irishflattery, to join the fitction 
opposed to the English interest'* 

Such being the mode in which the Bishops 
were appointed, at least in numerous instances, 
we may reasonably suppose that the vacant 
livings were supplied in accordance with the 
same policy. And if your Lordship is anxious 
to ascertain more accurately the reasons which 
impeded the Reformation, even in a period 
so close to our own times, you may discover, 
that the aristocracy and landlords of Ireland, 
from the most selfish motives, opposed its pro- 
gress. Bishop Bedell lamented, in 1630, that 



the Reformed muusters had nomeans^ firomthe 
wmt of Sihlefi Jta the Irish language, to con- 
vert the people to the Protestant rdigion. This 
evil he endeayc^tir^d to jpemove, hy the puhlica* 
tioa of the Scfiptureis in that tongue, But, 
wi^rjit h^h#li^v^di thai; ui half a centurj after* 
wardsy. an ohjeoti^n^ was started hj the he- 
n^hted laadct^ j>To^iietors of Ireland^ against 
the instimtioii pf thcf people, upon the gpround» 
that they wpold.be less willing slaves, if they, 
understood ^e Word of God without the adul- 
terMiei^ of priefstly iaterferenqe« And, for this 
reason, the efforts of the justly celebrated Dr. 
SaUy and. the Honouiiable Bohert Boyle, were 
unsuccessful, though they had reprinted a great 
part of the Scriptures in the Irish language/ 
Thus the Protestant aristocracy of Ireland en- 
tailed on the Beformed Church the Popish de- 
jice of teachii^^ the people in an unknown 
tongue. 

Thus the Church continued to be misgovern* 



1 See Barnett*! Life of Bedell, and Boyle's Works, toI. vi. 
pp.43, 592; 594, 599. There are also Mftie raloable letters 
fron Br. Mandi, then ProToai ot the Uairarslty, and afterward* 
Itrim^U of Irelwd, to Mr. Boih, pq tbi* iabj«ct» and hit an-. 
swer, vol. vl. pp. 601 » CIO. 
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ed by the English minister, and persecuted by 
the Irish landlord, till the Union. The graind 
object which England had so long fervently de- 
sired, was now accomplidied. The Church in 
Ireland, from that period, has been left more 
to her spiritual concerns, than the unfortunate 
state of the country before permitted. This, then, 
is really thedateof the introdtfetionof theRefor- 
mation into Ireland. This is theeommencement 
of the spiritual existence of the Church. From 
this time I willingly become her humble advo- 
cate. I will justify her proceedings; and, if 
your Lordship will pajti<^ntly accompany me as I 
proceed, I do not despair of convincing you, 
that, considering the state of the Church when 
our ecclesiastical governors undertook its ma- 
nagement, you will praise their Christian la« 
hours, instead of censuring their apathy. Re- 
member, my Lord, we have but to defend the 
doctrines which have been transmitted to us. 
The infirmities, or the crimes, or the negligence 
of our ancestors, by no law, are we obliged to 
justify or defend. If opportunity was within 
their reach, of which they thus neglected to 
avail themselves, of establishing the Reforma- 
tion on a foundation more substantial, their 
remissness deserves the brand of the most un- 
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forgiving condemBation. Let their meinories, 
burdened with the disgrace, if your Lordship 
so decree it, for ever live in history, as hireling 
shepherds, as hetrayers of the most sacred 
trust. 

But why, my Lord, why is their guilt to 
cast its shadow over those, who have long la- 
boured to walk in the pure light of uncorrupted 
Christianity? Why is the discipline of the 
Churdh, which,' I contend, was interrupted in 
its natural course, by the rapacity of the nobles 
and gentry of Irelaiid, which was unassisted 
by the relieving prdt^eetion of British power,' 
which was obstructed in its influence upon so-' 
ciety by a Buecession of 'ttvil wars, and 'finally 
annihilated as a heathenish device, by fanatical 
senators and {^reaching soldiers ; why, my 
Lorfl, is the discipline of the Church at this 
time, or the irregularities produced by it, mai*- 
shalled forth in magnified enormity, and pro- 
mulgated as the Errors of the very individuals, 
whose lives have been devojied to the extirpa- 
tion of the abused, arising from the unfortunate 
situation of those who bad preceded them ? 

My Lord, is thife' consistent with truth? Is 
it consistent with a love 6f the Church ? Is it 
honest ? 

E 3 
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My Lord, 

1 hope I shall succeed not 
only in affording evidence^ that the Refimna-' 
tion has progressed more in Ireland since the 
Union, than in any period of her former hi$-» 
tory : hut that this in^roirement originated 
with the Church itself. 

In the y^ar of the Union, Dr. Stnaift was 
Primate of Ireland. In 1806 a return was 
made to the House of Commons, of the stote 
of "the Church in this country. A similar re- 
turn was also furnished in 182d. The docu- 
ments which compose this last report, were 
drawn up in 1819. Thus it is evident, that 
only thirteen years elapsed between the pe- 
riods of those returns being made. In the 
Primate's letter to Lord Talbot, then Lord 
Lieutenant in Ireland, he insinuates, that the 
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State of the ChntGh antecedent to that time, 
wasy in many respects, subject to censure. ** I 
" trust," says the Archbishop, "your Excel- 
** lency will find, that great improvement has 
^' taken place in the Church since the report 
" of it in the year 1806. Subsequent to that 
^^ period, indeed, many churches and glebe- 
*^ houses hare been built, many glebes have 
^> been purchased, many living^ have been di'- 
'^ vided, and much m^re actual residence has 
" been obtained." 

Novr, my Lord, pray, remember, that when 
these livings were divided, there was no legal 
restraint on the Bishop, as to episcopal unions. 
Their division was a voluntary act, and pro- 
ceeded from higher motives than those which 
you insinuate ^«98em% (this is your Lordship's 
phrase) operate on their minds, namely, the 
desire of personal aggrandizement. 

Whatever irregularities remain in our sys- 
tem, you appear determined to believe the 
Bishops are rooted in their aversion to remove. 
That disregarding thes acredness of their oc- 
cupation, they sacrifice the care of men's 
souls to their idol ambition, or the love of gold. 
Fortunately fior their reputation, (and posterity 
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will yet award them their laeet reeompensey 
when the events of these extiaosdinary times 
have secured the invest^tion of impartial 
and unblinded bigotjryy) there is the strongest 
documentary testimony, that all the .abuses 
which you conceive pervade Church govern- 
ment in Ireland, have already been visited with 
the cepsure of the Bishops themselves. They 
first announced their disapprobation of them. 
They first suggested the remedy for their re- 
moval. Why then, my Lord, do you airogate to 
yourself and your chosen band, the praise of this 
discovery ? Was all the land hoodwinked by 
the sorcery of the^ie wordling Prelates ? Was it 
reserved for a few lynx-eyed Reformers to spy 
out the corruptions of the Church ? Is their's 
the glory of this wonderful code of reform ? 
When your Lordship presents the petition of 
the city of Cork to the House of Lords, will 
you have the candor to say, ^^ My Lords, 
^^ when I censured the existence of unions in 
^' Irelaiid, and proposed a more wholesome 
'^ distribution of benefices in that country, I 
^^ was not fiware that the subject hadalready un- 
'' dergone parliamentary investigauon,and that 
'^ the mode of amendment you adopted, entirely 
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otiginated with the Bishops, who presided 
over the Chur^ih?'^ This, my Lord, is the 
fact ; this is the truth. '^ The unions in the 
*- Irish Church," says Primate Stiuui;, ^' hare 
^' long heen considered as one of its greatest 
V 'defects^ - These unions are of two kinds, 
^^ perpetual and pro hoc vice; the former are 
^/ made by the -Privy Council, the latter by the 
^^ Bishop* of the diocese. As perpetual unions 
^^ cannot be effected without the consent of 
^^ the patron, the incumbent, the Bishop, the 
^^ Archbishop,* and the Privy Council, they un- 
^^ dergo such severe investigations as precludes 
'^ all suspicion of their being improperly made. 
'^ But episcopal unions are under nonsuch re- 
'' straints, and it is possible, therefdre, that 
'^ some of them, particularly those made in 
^' former times, may be found to be extremely 
" objectionable.'" 

> Such was the public declaration of : the 
Church in Ireland in 1819. On whom did the 
Bishops desire to fasten the. greatest resti'aint i 
Is it on those, who had the patronage of the 
Church, independent of their authority ? No, 
but on themselves ! What unions do they 
declftre are chiefly among the most objection- 
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able? The episcopal unionfr! What unions 
do they avow ought to be dissolved ? Epis- 
copal unions* 

Yet^ mj Lord, with this fact before your 
eyes, or, if it wero not known to you, was it 
not a duty yon owed, not less to the Bishops 
than to yourself, to have made yourself ac- 
quainted with if, yoB state the general prac- 
tice in Ireland is, that the Bishops, regardless 
even of decency, aggregate a great number of 
parishes, and then heap this multiplication of 
patronage on some immoral upstart 

But your Lordship may excuse the pro- 
mulgation of this unjustifiable censure by 
saying, that the announcement of the Irish 
Church in 1819, was only an acknowledgment 
of the abu$e. That^ perhaps, the remedy has 
ner^ been applied, and therefore the presen- 
tation of the petition is an obligation you owe 
to the meeting, and th^t the purgation of 
these irregularities demands your Lordship's 
interference. Nay, but I would say, that after 
the evidence here afforded of the acknowledge 
ment of these abuses by the Bishops, and the 
evidence which I shall now afford, of the 
remedy being suggested by them, and of that 
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veinecly being univenally in practice, your 
Lordship, in justice to your own character, ia 
bound to confess, that.yott were not aware of 
the real state of the question when you pre* 
sided At the Meeting in Cork« 

Fray attend to the legislexed opinion of 
die Church in Ireland, in 1810. '' Still, how* 
ever, it appears expedient^ not only to asoer* 
tain the real state of episcopal unions, iui to 
prtmde a cheek agmmei abum in the eaiercise of 
unUmgJ* Then follows the plan for preventing 
the formation of episcopal unions in future, in 
these words : ^ Now, if the Archbishop's 
written consent were required for such unions ; 
if none were valid unless made on a separate 
instrument^ containing^ a detail of the circum- 
stances, which rendered the measure necessa- 
ry ; and if all the papers relating to it, were 
entered at large in the Registry of the Arch* 
bishop of the province, inihe comne of a few 
years every episcopal umon wouU be maturely 
coHsidered, and the making or eonUnmng im^ 
proper unions umddhe entirely prevented.''^ 

Can it be supposed, that such suggestions 
could proceed from the Church in Ireland, 
without an anxiety to carry their own derign 
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into exeetttion ? This wonM be to add the 
deepest hypocrisy to the* alleged list of their 
misdemeanoirs. -Bilt, it may be said, if the 
Bishops are recdly solicitous for the aT)olition 
of unkyns, why do toy cotist? In 'the first place, 
my Lord^'an opportunity had not occurred, in 
as niany instances, as it miglit be desirous to 
effect a dissolotion of parishes. ' For some of 
the persons holding liirj^d niiions were promo-' 
ted to them befote, and others subsequently 
to the period when tSiei^ttationof the Church 
engfftged the earnest* 6bli<Jitude of the Bie- 
rarcby< !By a referdiice to' the -return* made 
to the^House of CoinmonS,- in 1806, you will 
find, that somis of the largest unions in Ire- 
land vrete preaemed to ih 1T85, 1795, and oth^r 
dates prior to, or at the Union ; and that the 
pereons'then presented are still the incum- 
bents; • How could any' new organization af- 
fect cases similar to these i 

Secondly, itiany of tliese unions, though 
dissolved, would' not afford a maintenance to 
a resident clergyman. It is asked, surely when 
a district was originally formed into a parish, it 
was deemed an adequate remuneration for an of- 
ficiating minister. Why is it not so now ? Be- 
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cause such a parish does not now possess the 
revenues it did enjoj, when at first it was 
erected into a distinct benefice. The words of 
Dean Swift, no contemptible authority on any 
subject, fully explain .this. He had no niean; 
or selfish, or family object, to warp his judg* 
aaent, when .he delivered his opinion. He 
knew w^ he never epuld be a Bishop. In- 
4eed he never desarved to be one. ^^ The cler-^ 
gy hav:ing been stripped- of the greatest part 
of' their revenues, the g}ebes being genierally 
lost, the tithes in the hands of laymen, the 
ohurphes demolished, and the country depopu- 
lated; in order to preserve $>* &ce of Ohris- 
tianity, it was necessary to unite small vi- 
carages, si:|fficient to make a tolerable mainte* 
nance for a minister," ' 

But it may be said, that the Church has 
recovered in t;ime of peace what she had lost 
in the commotions of civil wars. So iaris 
this from the .truth, that the lancQords in Ire* 
land are in possession of fourteen hundred and 



•Sm Swift's Wurkt, vol. iv. pp. 71, 72, Ptlkner't edition. 
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eighty-one glebes, which, it can be distiaetly 
proved, were bnce the property of the Church. 
Not only has she, in nmnerous inBtaneeSy been 
deprived of glebe lands oace these' times, but 
the Irish, aristocracy, as if they did not deem 
the spofiatioDs of their ancestors eaough«*-*a8 
if resolved, for their own aggrandizement, on 
the demolition of the Church, by an act of 
selfish tyranny they laboured to consummate 
the devastation, and render the ruin complete* 
Fbr, itt the language of Primate Stuart, ^ a 
^^ fSftotious vote of the House of Commons, by 
^ prohibiting the payment of agistment tithe, 
^^ reduced the vicars to absolute want.'' 

The present sitttolion of this country, di^re- 
fore,^ unless the property of which the Chm^h 
has been deprived, be restored, or some means 
be devised fbr the augmentation of small 
livings, demands, that some unions shpuld 
continue aocbtdlng to theii^ present constitu- 
tion. For, as long as the cause which Dean 
Swift declanes, made these unions originally 
necessary '^ to preserve a face of Christianity," 
is in operation, so long, in some cases, must 
they continue. The most minute investiga- 
tion which the situation of the Church of 
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Ireland may undergo, will prove, that the 
opinion of the late Archbishbp of Cashel, the 
ever to be esteemed and venerated Dr. Bro- 
deric, while it coincide with Swift, is that 
which every impartial inquirer will adopt, 
namely, ** that urgent occasiokis have oc- 
^ curred, and must still occur, in a multi- 
'^ tude of instances, for forming nnibns/* 
Another prelate, Biishop of Elphin, unhesi- 
tatingly asserts, ** that were all the livings in 
^' his diocese vacant, it woald be found ne* 
^'cessary, from the eittreme poverty of many 
^* of the benefices, to unite again the parishes 
^^ of which they are composed ; but there ai« 
^^ some unions of parii^es in this diocese' that 
'^ ought, iQ my opinion, to be divided and dif« 
^' ferratly distributed." And Pri&iate Stuairt 
openly declared, not only of his 'own diocese, 
but of ^'the eight over which he presided^ 
** that he doubted, whether eight contiguous 
^ English dioceses can be found, in whidh the 
^ churches and houses are in such excellent 
'' order, or the clergy more careful, exact, and 
^' xeal^us, in the dischar^ of their parochial 
** duties." He, whose opinion deserves re- 
spect, states, ^ that to provide a scanty maihte»' 
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*^ nance, k became necessary to unite several 
^^ vicarages into one benefice. Even haw ( 1B19) 
^^ there ar6 many unions of vicarages, consist- 
^^ ing of from eight to tenparUhes, which do not 
^^ produce a clear ecclesiastical income of £200 
'^ per annum ; nay, there are two large unions, 
^^ which having been augmenied, (from other 
^' sources,) eannot exceed . #61 00." 

But this reasoning, perhaps, may have 
little weight with your Lordship. The Bishops 
of the Established Church must do more thau 
pledge their sacred characters, as to their anx- 
iety to root out abuses. Though they have de- 
clared their willingness to dissolve all unions 
that can possibly be dissolved, your Lordship 
will not be satisfied without the proofs. For- 
tunately, my Lord, they can be produced. 
Since the year 1793 to 1819, the benefices in 
Ireland have been increased from 1120 to 
1252. Thus, 132 distinct parishes, with le**' 
sident clergymen, have been created* These 
have been produced by the dismemberment of 
unions. If your Lordship refers to Dr. Beau- 
fort's Abstract of the Ecclesiastical Establish- 
ment, published in 1792, pp. 104, 140, you will 
find the number of benefices to have been 1 120. 
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The report made to the H0U89 of Conmons of 
the Church in Irelaaid, in 1806^ will furnish 
the increase to that i>eriod ; and. in a similar 
report in 1819, jou may calculate the number 
to that date. Thusj it will appear, that nearly 
132 distinct benefices ha¥e been ionned by the 
partition of episcopal ui^ions,, that is^ weinay 
suppose, 60 unionshaye been aQQihilatQ4»' 

Thus, ther^. is, evidence, that evex^ be- 
fore the Church in Ireland aQnounced the 
following opinion,. **in..tlie eourtse :of a fejr 
^^ years every episcopal imion would be ma- 
^' turely considered, and fJie making or : con* 
" tinning improper uniona would, bei ieqiicdlj 
" prevented," bjr the plan then proposed in 
1810, and since extensively acted oa, the xe>^ 
form had cqmmenced,. without the subsidiary 
counsel of confederate lay divjinesj or .even Ib^ 
interference of Parliamenti^ry pommaiid« > 

Before I conclude this Letter^ I wi^ te 
draw your attention to the impoesibUity of im- 
proper unions being formed in future* When 
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' I haye reason to believe tbe increase of parishes since 1819, 
to have been vastly grater tbaa wbat I bare Aow stated. — Sn 
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an incuiabent dies, his benefice, consisting of 
an union of parishes, must undergo the in- 
vestigation of the Privy Council. The Bishop 
cannot, whatever may be his passion for a cor- 
rupt administration of his patronage, even pro- 
mote his son, whom you so feelingly charac- 
terize as an immoral upstart, unless the ap- 
propriation of the parishes shall have secured 
a sanction beyond his control. 

Secondly, no perpetual union can be made 
without the consent of the Primate, the Bishop 
at the diocese, the incumbent and patron, a 
chief Judge, the Privy Council, and the Lord 
Lieutenant. If human means can prevent the 
unholy adulteration of the patrimony of the 
Church, surely the remedy has been most ef- 
ficaciously provided. I cannot imagine any 
further arrangement, except the seclusion of 
the Archbishop, the ordinary, and the incnm- 
bent, that could possibly be conceived. And 
sorely this would be too rapid an approach to 
the annihilation of prelatical authority. 
. Will your Lordship propose this solemn ques- 
tion to your conscience, do you not believe that 
the Bishops in Ireland will continue to persevere 
in the same course, until not one objectionable 
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union remains ? Be it remembered^ that they 
commenced this work, when they had the ad- 
ditional safeguards of the Test law and other 
enactments for their protection. Will they 
become less watchful, when they are more ex- 
posed to attack ? Be it remembered, that thua 
they acted, before the diffusion of infidel opi- 
nions in the highest quarters had produced al- 
most a national contempt for the Christian 
religion. Will they now relax, when the 
sanctuary itself is assaulted, and the Bible al- 
most despised ? Be it remembered, that they 
had proceeded thus far, in the enterprise of 
genuine Beforn^ation, when there was unani* 
mity within the pale of the Church; before 
Puritan opinions were openly avowed; before 
the influence of those opinions were to be 
traced in the disrespect of episcopal authority ; 
before a disregard for the services and offices 
of the Church were known in this island ; be- 
fore the hollow friendship of the advocates of 
those doctrines was ever felt; before these 
adorers of religion, and scomers of a Church, 
had absorbed and weakened the vitality of her 
influence upon Dissenters: before any of these 
evils had arisen^ oi^were known, the Bishops 
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of tbe Church in Ireland had commenced the 
reform which your Lordship is to present a 
petition to compel them to begin. And is this 
the time which the hierarchy will select to be- 
come dormant, or covetous, or ambitious, or 
aggrandizing ? Suppose them to be influenced 
but by one feeling, self-interest, are they so 
blinded to the march of the human tnind, as 
sillily to sit in their thrones, ' hugging the 
abuses of former times, when Infidels, Political 
Economists, Roman Catholics, and Puritans, 
are all marshalled together, at the vestibule of 
their cathedrals, to prostrate the whole edifice 
of our religious establishment in the dust ? 
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My Lord, 

I FRESUKS you will permit me» 
in passing, to make a hw remarks on solne pe- 
culiarities incident to the dignified orders of 
the clergy in Ireland. I trust it may be kept 
in recollection, that Mr. Leslie Foster has esti- 
mated the incomes of the Archbishops and 
Bishops at £5000 per annum, and the average 
of that of the beneficed clergy at less than 
^99 ; and the Bishop of Limerick has even 
considered that £250 would be a fair average 
of the benefices in this country. It has some- 
times, my Lord, been a subject of complaint, 
that the number of Bishops in Ireland is 
much greater than the hierarchy in England, 
in proportion to the Ftotestant population. 
In this country, the Bishops universally hold 
a visitation of their dioceses annually, and the 

p 
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Archbishops visit each diocese in their pro- 
vince triennially. This is not the practice in 
England. Yet here this is deemed an impera- 
tive obligatioiQ, from. the peculiar situation of 
the Church, not only as regards her ecclesias- 
tical rival, but that information of the most 
minute kind, respecting every department of 
the trust conferred upon them, may be within 
their immediate possession. Were they not 
thus provided, the commands ef Parliament, so 
vefy frequently expressed, could aot, widi 
equal £sunlity be obeyed. 

Besides, in England, to eaeh diocese, there 
are one^ two, or three archdeacons, to whom, 
in right of their dignity, are attached bene* 
fices, or other emolumentary mdowments, 
without cure of soula.' They are the persons 
who furnish to Hietr Diocesan, infermation «m 
the several subjects on which he may wish to 
posseiBs krtefligence. From eacb compartmeBt 
of the.dioeese, to which the undivided fttMi- 
tion of an archdeaeon is Greeted, the ordinary 

' Archbishop of Cuhart T^iensial Cbmrg»» p. It, and BUhop 
of Limenok.^ Spetik in thaBsM* 9i hut^ p. 44. 
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can acquiie the most satisfactory knowledge. 
In Ireland, the Bishops universally obtain a 
similar acquaintance with their respective 
charges, without sharing the labour^ perhaps 
I should say, the gratifying responsibility with 
any other individual. They alone visit, inspect, 
or obtain reports from the clergy themsdves. 
The rural deans, who are persons selected to 
make returns to the Bishop, are not in any way 
remunerated, except by the gratification of 
discharging a duty imposed by the ordinary. 
Indeed the Bishops do not possess any autho- 
rity to omploy the archdeacons, of whom there 
is but one in each diocese, in a manner si- 
milar to that adopted in England. In this 
country the tide of archdeacon is simply an 
honorary appellation, to which not the least 
emidument of any kind is attached, nor the 
remotest exercise of authority appended. The 
dimity is aiBxed to a benefice with cure of 
souls, and on that benefice the ardideacon must 
reside without any exemption, and perform 
his clerical avocations like any other working 
clergyman* 

The Bishop of Limerick has treated this 
subject with a superiority of intelligence only 

F 2 
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to be equalled by the impressioB .which the de-^ 
livery of his speech produced in the House of 
Lords, and with an accuracy of research^ and 
elegance of diction, whose most appropdate 
parallel is his LordsUp's cla^sical> and highly 
finished work on Hebrew literature. This leam^ 
ed and pious prelate, whose present illness 
tjie whole Church in Irelaud may selfishly de* 
plore, has said, ^^ It is, indeed, a strange ano* 
maly, but so the fact stands, that in several, 
dioceses the dignitaries are among the poorest 
of the clergy ; for this simple reason, that iu^ 
times of unsettlement, their estates wiere ms^ie 
away with, and their parishes, the smallest 
portion of their income, alone remain. Titos,. 
I mention but one or two, out of numerous ex^ 
amples, the deanery of Kildare is worth about 
4^100 per annum, the deanery of Emly, worth 
about £150, the archdeaconry of Kildare is 
worth nothing, the archdeaconry of Raphoe 
worth nothing," * 

Such, precisely, is the case respecting the 
^rebend^l dignities^ In most of the dioceses 



^ Bishop of Limerick's Speech, p. 45, and Archbishop *of 
Cftihel's Charge, p. XLV. note. 
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the prebends are attaiclied to benefices on which 
the incumbent resides, while he derives bhlv 
an honorary rank, or a voice in the election of 
officers connected with the cathedral. Even in 
Dnblin, there are many of the prebendal stalls 
worth nothing, and with one exception, they 
are united with benefices that require cleri- 
cal attendance. In the diocese of Ferns, in 
which I reside, there are belonging to the 
corps of the deanery and archdeaconry fifteen 
prebends, the whole value of which, indepen^ 
dent of the parishes annexed to them, and 
which thereby require the residence of the 
incumbents, does not exceed £100 per annum. 
But this is not peculiar to the dioceses I have 
selected, but with few exceptions is generally 
applicable. 

I shall now pass to the principal object of 
this letter. It is remarkable, my Lord, that 
whenever you ventured to be specific in your 
reproaches of delinquency against the clergy, 
the gfround of censure was removed with the 
same facility as the crimination was uttered. 
But though general and sweeping anathemas 
are as easily fulminated, to vindicate is more 
difficult than to accuse. When you asserted, 
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that in the whole parish of Svnddrk&d there 
was not one resident clerg3rman, the eonfuta* 
tion very rapidly pursued the sl^idf r ; for in«i 
stead of the population of Sunderland being 
permitted to grope their way to heaven^ in the 
absence of any clerical guide, it appears that 
there are four resident ministers ia or near ^e 
parish, three of whom are curates paid by the 
incumbent. To each of them he gives £100 
out of an income of £3d0 per annum : and in 
a letter which appeared in one of the London 
papers, it is stated that the Rot. Robert 6ray» 
in addition to the small portion of his eoole- 
siastical revenue that remains after the pay- 
ment of his curates, annually spends among 
his parishioners £1500. 

Immediately after your Lordship had thus 
wantonly assailed the character of a most es- 
timable dergyman, and in such a case no 
apology can ever remove the injury, the fol- 
lowing paragraph took its round in all the ra- 
dical newspapers of England and Ireland : — 

^^ The Church. — ^According to the returns 
^^ made at^ the visitation of the archdeacon of 
*^ Durham, lately held in that city, it seems 
" there was not a resident clergyman in the 
" populous town of Sunderland.*' 
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Is it aol slamnge tbat this cixeumstsoice was 
milfnowi) to tlie public,. until your Lordship 
Imd first stated it in jonr speedh at the Cork 
meeting ? Is it not equally strange that this 
alleged delinquency should be followed by a 
eoniinnation so decidedly specific? Is it not 
more strange that your Lordship^s stoiy, and 
the archdeacon's private memorandnniy from 
which the exitraetin the newspaper must have 
been taken, so punctiliously corresponded ? — 
And is it' not passing strange that your Lord- 
ship, by yDttr own confession, was deluded by 
inaceusate infermaldon, and therefore the con« 
duc^rs of thepdblie journals weire guilty of the 
fabrication of » fBJaehood-r«a Iftlsefaood invent^ 
ted to bring the ChuTch into disgrace, and her 
ministers to shame ? . 

You have made, my Lovd, but one specific 
and distinct charge against the Bishops of the 
Church in Irdand. Many accusations yott 
hare heaped upon them, buttheiQ is only one 
tangible denunciation^ I think it is as capa- 
ble of a complete refutation as your censure of 
the rectotr of Sunderland. It is contained in 
these words, '^ In Ireland, to. their shame be 
it spoken, it was no uncommon circumstance 
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to see four, six, aye, seven parishes in the 
hands of one rector. But why was it so? 
Because some Bishop who had a son, unmind* 
ful of the meritorious efforts of his ill-paid 
clergjr, considered that two or three parishes 
would not do the young gentleman, but he 
must get half a dozen of them, and so taking 
them all in a lump, he throws them at one in- 
dividual. He was not making any particular 
allusion — the practice was general.'* 

I introduce the first part of this clause, for 
the explanation of your Lordship's condemna- 
tory charge. It is not denied that there are 
unions, containing even more parishes tba& 
you have specified. But the baneful in- 
fluence of the reproachful accusation against 
the hierarchy, I entirely . and unequivocally 
pronounce to be unfounded. I have not hiv 
tberto dealt in assertion, but have produced 
incontrovertible, testimony for every statement 
I have advanced. I shall be equally explicit 
on the whole state of the Church, from the 
Union to. the last Report connected with the 
administration of her affairs in 1819.' And 



' I have on thii ooouioD^ and shall herealler mention tliis Re- 



SIXTH LETTER. 105 

on the present occasion I shall present the 
most accurate information, contradictory of 
yonr anathema against the hierarchy in Ire- 
land. 

Permit me first to say a few words as to 
the numher of parishes composing unions in 
this country. I have already fully investigated 
the subject, and beg to refer your Lordship to 
the opinion of Dean Swift,' which I have 
quoted in a former letter. But every time 
,1 encounter the denunciation of corruption 
against the Bishops, on account of the aggre- 
gation of unions for the object of family 
aggrandizement, or merely secular designs, 
I shall retort and vindicate their innocence 
with fresh examples, controverting the justifi- 
ableness of the reproach. So numerous are 
our means of defence, that we are not driven 
to a reliance on solitary cases. 



port as if pablithed in 1819. For tboogfa, in tnith« it was 
printed in 1820, the docamento which it contains were for- 
nished to the Honse of Commons in 1819, and therefore it dis- 
plays the stale of the Choroh onl/ op to that time. 
1 Stria^t Woiks, Tol. ir.pp. 71, 72. 
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If your Lordship y/HUl refer to ike tepovt 
made to the House of Commoiis of the state 
of the Church in IreUmd in 1819, jou ¥riU 
find under the head of the Diocese of Clonfert, 
p. 129, that a most respectable clergyman, for 
thus his Diocesan characterises him, made a 
return of the receipts derived .from eleven 
parishes, for the years beginning with 1803, 
and ending with 1808. The largest sum he 
received in any of these six years was £113 

If your Lordship will now refer to a simi- 
lar return made in 1806,' you may perceive, 
that in the Diocese of Ferns, the parish of 
Wexford, which is there stated to contain 
sixteen parishes, only produced to the incumr 
bent ^^ the nett income of £470.'' I was one 
of the curates of that parish for several years, 
and can state from the most accurate know- 
ledge, that the present Rector does not receive 
much above £500 a year clear of eoHeetien 
and paying three curates* This is an income. 



> Ecclesitfttical lUportt mtd* to th« Hoaie of Comtiioiit ia 
1807, p. 174. 



€QxAy modentte, when tbe neceMnfy abd in- 
dispensable expenses incident to the parish 
of the county town^ containing thirteen thou- 
sand inhiibitants, are considered. There axe 
in this nnion, at least, four of the parishes 
from which the incumbent receives literally 
nothing ; and by far the largest part of hi$ in- 
come is derived from a few of the parishes, 
the rest scai^ely contributing any thing to the 
sum mentioned above. 

My Lord, can too much caution be ob^ 
served, and particularly by a professed friend 
of the Established Church, in luiling against 
unions, without an accurate knowledge of the 
ciroumstanoes which made them necessary i 

X shall now rvply to your Lordship's mode 
of accounting for the unions in the Church 
in Ireland. I must repeat the words, they 
appear so extraordinary, when contradistin- 
{fuished with the truth. '* Because some Bi- 
^^ shops, who had a son, unmindful of the 
^^ meritorious efforts of his ill paid clergy, 
** considered that two or three parishes woidd 
** not do the young gendeman, but he must 
^ find half a dozen* of them, and so taking them 
^ all in a Ipmp, he throws them to one indivi- 
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*^ doal. I am not making any particular allu- 
*^ sion, the practice was generat.^^ 

In. the commencement of your Lordship's 
speech, you regretted you had not the report 
of the state of the Church in Ireland with you. 
Inferring, that if you had, you could ndt 
only have substantiated your charge, but 
that it contained such enormous indications 
of corruption, the meeting would hare been 
overwhelmed with sorrow, at the abandonment 
of principle, which would thus have been ex- 
hibited against the Church. The absence of 
this document is the cause of greater grief to 
me, than to your Lordship. For had it been 
examined,! should have been spared the loath- 
some task which is now imposed on me, of in- 
forming your Lordship, that there does not ap- 
pear in all the voluminous papers it contains, 
even an excuse to justify the assertion your 
Lordship has had the temerity to promulgate. 

After a very careful examination of these 
papers it will be seen, that in some dioceses 
there are at present the sons of three siwces- 
sive Bishops, in possession of benefices, to 
which they have been promoted by their re- 
spective parents. In other dioceses,, the names 



of the sc^ns of tw^ Bishops, who suocessivdy 
held the same See. In Qthens, the names of 
the son or sons pf only one Bishop ; and in 
many there is no trace of the children of any 
former, or now living Bishop* 

I ^ish your Lordship to remember, that I 
am alluding to the authoritative and authorized 
documents of jthe state of the Church in Ire- 
land, furnished to the House of Commons in 
18L9. This was the report to which your 
Lordship referred, exhibiting the melancholy 
crimes of the Irish hierarchy, To this report 
I appeal, as containing a perfect vindication of 
their character, and a full and irresistible re- 
futation of your Lordship's slander. 

In not pne of the cases to which^ in the 
absence of the book, which would have es- 
tablishedthe truth, your Lordship so triumr 
phantly resorted, does even a vestige remain 
of the practice, which you declare, my Lord, 
not only to be common, but general or uni- 
versal. 

In order to refute as decidedly as possible 
the enormity of the accusation your Lordship 
has made, and to justify the very strong man- 
ner in which I feel myself obliged to exclaim 
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tLguntft' tke ftbsetaee of eyen ftn apdlogy fbr 
fiudi a cruel anhnadTBtslon, I hare, with gt^eat 
care and labour, exandned the report to tUt 
House of Commons in ISl'O, from the first 
page to the last, in order to ascertain the num-^ 
bet of the sons of the Bishops who have been 
promoted by their respective parents^ the 
number of livings they have held ; and the 
dates of the union of the benefices which they 
hate possessed. In this report, there appears 
to have been thirty-eight benefices given by 
Bishops to their 'Sons. Many of the names of 
these persons mentioned in the report of 181 d^ 
are to be found in that of J806» Nay, some of 
these individuals are iorty or more years in 
possessiot^ of the livings to which their names 
are. affixed. So that we may fairly say, that 
the report to the House of Commons of the 
stat^ of the Church in Ireland in 1819, contains 
a registry of all the then living sons of Bishops 
that had been promoted for half a century pre- 
vious to its publication. Yet, my Lord, not- 
withstanding all the corruption you attribute 
to the Irish hierarchy, and the avidity witH 
which they aggregate pluralities for their chiK 
drexi, tbese thirty-eight benefices were pes- 
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sessed^ leheit the report wos madey by twcaity- 
icHir indivi^uats- Xberefore, only^ fourteeti of 
the much-favoured sons, of the»e wordling 
Prelates enjoyed )>Iumlities^ though the docu- 
ments from which these facts are extracted 
present the accumulated transgressions of half 
a century. 

But, my Lord, a much more important fact 
remtdns for consideration. You stated as a 
matter of iituversal notoriety and general prac- 
tice, '^ that the Irish Bishops who had sons, 
*^ coniSidered that two or three parishes would 
not (to use your Lordship's dassical expres- 
sion) do the young gentleman, but he must 
^' get half a dozen of them, and so taking, them 
S^ allina lumpi he throws them to one indivi- 
^^ dual*'' That is, without any regard to thdr 
sacred occupation, or to the holy trtist conferred 
upon themt doing despite to their coiiscienoe, 
heedless even of the world's censure, however 
they might despise the vengeance of God, the 
Bishops multiply benefices without limit, to 
procure, a lordly income for their children. 
Now, I beseech youi my Lord, to attend to a 
recapitulation of the dates at wbi(^ every be- 
nefice which is an Uaion^ and possessed by any 
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Bishop's scfn, is registered in the very report to 
which you referred, in verification of yoor op- 
probrious allegation. 

All these benefices which are unions, have 
existed from time immeknorialy or were made 
by Act of Council, or were created by Charter,' 
except three. There are indeed, my Lord, three 
episcopal unions, enjoyed by the sons of 
Bishops, mentioned in the report of 1819. 
Let us. examine their history. One of these 
imions, your Lordship will find recorded in 
the diocese of Clonfert, in page 133 of the Re- 
port. The benefice is that of Clonfert, held by 
Archdeacon Butson. It became vacant in 
1813. The predecessor of the present incum- 
bent enjoyed there venues of seven parishes. 
The present union, which is stated to have 
been made in 1813, was not for the purpose of 
increasing the number of parishes, but, my 
Lord, for the express and registered object of 
diminishing them. The Bishop abstracted 
five of these seven parishes, and added to the 
union of Clonfert one, which, on his Lord- 
ship^s authority, I state to be " in lieu of those^ 
taken from the original union. 

Another of these episcopal unions was 
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fonned under the following circumstances. If 
your Lordship will refer to the Ecclesiastial 
Reports in 1807, for the Province of Munster, 
page 282, printed by order, of the House of 
Commons, and to which you can easilyprocure 
access, your Lordship will find, by authority of 
the diocesan, the following union was made in 
1768. 

1. The Prebend of Inniskenny. 

2. Moviddy; Rectory and Vicarage. 

3. Kilboane; Vicarage; Rectory impro- 
priate. 

4. Aglish; Vicarage; one Rectory impro- 
priate. 

5. Templetrine; Rectory. 

The Reverend Edward Kenney is registered 
as the incumbent ol this union, in the Report 
above referred to. 

If your Lordship will now, direct your at- 
tention to the Report made to the House of 
Commons in 1819, you will perceive whether- 
it is the habit of the Irish Bishops to *^ con* 
sider that two or three parishes would not 
dch the young gentleman, but he must gejl; 
half a dozen of them, and so taking them all 
^< in lump, he throws them to one individual.*'- 
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In pag^ 184^ your Lordship may sead thus : 
^' The prebend of Znnii^keiuiy has been sepa-^ 
^f^ rated ham Modddy, with which it had b^ea 
'^ united till the bust avoidance. The incum- 
^ bent, the Reverend William Meade.'' 

In the next page, your Lordship will per*^ 
ceive that Temples-Trine, a reetoTf ,,wnfi held by^ 
the Reverend John R. Cotter. 

These five parishes, which had been pos* 
sessed in }806 by one individual, are now 
divided among three, and the Bishop*^ son is 
one of these incumbents. So that the .uniiHH 
effeeted in liiifi caee, was to dimiiush, ncit to 
increase the number of parishes. The ^vA 
episcopal union was made in 1735. . Of this, 
therefore, I need say nothing. It ca^nnot af- 
fect the misgovemment of ihe present Bishop. 

Before Heave the subject. of unions, permit 
me to^ attract your attention to those which have 
been dismembered. It cannot be expected that 
J could give a detail of all those which have 
been dissolved in Irelanld. I shall, therefore, 
select one diocese; and that I may afford to 
your Lordship the most accesBible means of 
detecting any irregularity in my statement, I 
shall select that one in which your Lordship 
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presided at the lay s^nod. Tbua, xiot only ]rou> 
my Lord, but the irhole aasembly oi bonfedet 
rate refonners of ecdesiastfcal diBoipUne, will 
bare ample of^poitdiiily of tectifying aay unin^ 
tentional errors, into which:! znay bebetrayed. 
But if I shall succeed in showing, that the im- 
provetnent in this diocese has been not only 
satisfactory, but even amazing, since the Re>> 
pcM published in 1806, your Lordship must 
permit me to rely on an inference naturally 
Reducible from the circumstances, namely, that 
your liOrdship, from some un«vowed,but easily 
ascertained object, did not fidthfrdly lepreeent 
the state of the Church of Lreland. . For I 
nronld not deprire your Lordship of the sagai- 
city by which, even the most common mind, 
acquires a perception of the change of circum- 
stances that occur around us. It must be 
imagined, too, that your anxiety for the pre- 
serration of the Church Establishment in Ire- 
land, has not burst upon you from a sudden 
glow of enthusism. Therefdre, I must calculate 
that you carefuUy registered the successive im- 
provements that have been effected in the 
diocese of Cork. But even if your Lordship 
can be supposed to have been unacquainted 
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with them, it is beyond all doubt certain, that 
some one of your associates, living in the 
county, and to whom these matters must have 
been known, would have imparted his know* 
ledge to your Lordship, had the object of the 
meeting not been, I must say, for some sinis- 
ter design, to misrepresent the state of the 
Church in Ireland. 

By a careful comparison of the returns 
made to Parliament in 1806 and 1819, it will 
appear, that fourteen new benefices, in addi- 
tion to those supplied with resident clergymen, 
have been created by the dismemberment of 
unions. That all chance of mis-statement may 
be removed, I shall distinctly enumerate them : 

1 . Perpetnal Cnracj of Temple*Mftrtio, teprnted 

from the Deaoery of • - - Cork. 

2. Perpetual Caracj of NohoTal, do. do. from 

the Archdeaconry of - . - Ditto. 
S. Prebend' of Inniakenay, from the Parish of Moviddjr. 

4. Reotoij of Cahirag^bi from ditto of - Dromdaleagne. 

5. Reotorjr of Dondarrow, from ditto of - KUbrogao. 

6. Rectory and Vicarage of Ringroye, from 

ditto of Caharagh. 

7. Rectory and Vicarage of Inchigerlah, from 

ditto of St. Paal's. 

S« VJpingc of JDrimgb* from ditto of • Fkidobbas. 
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9. Rectory and Viotrage of l^ilDallj, firom ditto 

of - - ... - Desertmore* 

10. Vicarage of Kenneth, from ditto of - Kilbrogan. 

11. Prebeod of Temple-Brvao, from dittoof Killoecross. 
12^'Rieolory and Vicarage of Temple-Qninlao, 

from ditto of ' - - - - Ditto. 

13. Rectory and Vicarage of Temple-O'Malas, 

from ditto of - - - - Ditto. 

14. The Prebend of Carraghgrenemore, from 

ditto of -< - , - • - Glanbaragbane. 

All the unions, from which these new 
parishes have been formed^ have been dissolved 
s^ince the return of the state of the Church in 
Ireland in 1806. For in that Report they all 
appear in their original magnitude. The dates 
of their dismemberment are, 1814, 1815, and 
1818. 

But, my Lord, I have not completed my 
vindication of the Church as to the point in 
question. I have already enumerated the dis- 
solution of unions in the diocese of Cork^ as 
they appear by a comparison of the two reports 
of 1806, page 278, and 1819, page 180. Per- 
mit me now to lay before you a list of all 
those which have been disunited, and of the 
distinct parishes thereby created from the time 
of the present Bishop's accession to the See of 



118 



SIXTH LETTfiB. 



Cork to the present time* They are, my Lord, 
twenty-seven in number: — 



Unions at the Bi- i JSwarate JBbiie* 

shop's accession. [ f ICES. 



RB*U1II01«8. 



1 Dandarrow, 

2 Elnneigti* 






4 Inniskennj, 



1. 

Kilbrogao, 
Aglish, 
Dandarrow, 
With Kinneigfa, 
bj facalty* 

2. 
roaUkeMijt 

Moviddy, 
Kilbonane, 
WkhTenple-Triie 
by fiicalty. 

S. 

Desertniore, 
Kilcally, 

4. 

Dromdaleagaoj 
Cahiraghy 

5. 

KinonmD, 
Ta^ax, 

6. 

Tin\ohhuB, 
Drinagh, 

7. 
Corraghgranmore, ) 15 Carragbgraomwe, 
CastiefaaTen, 5 16 Castieharen, 



RiIbrogan» 
J - Agliab, 

TbU nnioD from 
lime immemorial. 



{M«Tiddy, 
Kilbonane, 
Aglish, 
This aaion from 
time immemorial. 



}7 Desertmore, 
8 Riioally, 

SO Dromdaleague, 
10 Cahiragfa, 

) 11 Kinoacrta, 
51a TaxaiL, 

!13 Fanlobbns, 
14 Driiiagb, 
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Unions at the Bi- 
shop's ACCSMIOlf. 



8. 

emple-Bnan, *\ 

emple Qainlan, f 

•mplA-O'Maliu, i 

maaflToss, J 



8. 
Temple-Bnan, 
Templ< 
7«]Bpl0-O' 
Kilaagrossj 

9. 
Iflaad Pinebend, 
Kilg^arraff, 
Desert, 
Kilkenrao, 
Castie-Veatrj, 
Ard field, 

10. 
Mvgfoas, 

Kilmacabea, 
Kilfaagbnabeg* 

11. 
Ag^hadowoj 

Clear- Islandy 



I Special Bene- I 

17 Temple-Brian, 

18 Temple- QQinlaD, 

19 Temple-O'Malua. 

20 Kiloag^ross, 



Re-unions. 



>2l Anifield. 



> 



24 MjgroM, 



} 



96 AgMowD, 



r lalaod-PirebeiKl, 
22? Kilgarraff, 
V. Desert, 
Kilkeifao, 
Caatle-Veatrjr^ 



2S 



\ 



Mr i Kilaaoabet, 
*'*' ( KUfMighiiaWg, 



„- CKilooe. 
' IClear-IsIaiid. 



Your Lordship will observe that from elcr 
yen unions, to which but eleven clergymen 
wore attached at the accession of the present 
StiBhop to the see of Cork, twenty-seven parisheii 
have been created. Consequently, sixteen addi- 
tional pastors have been provided for separate 
congregations. There is no trace of any of 
these parislies in the Beport of 1806, If your 
Lordship wiU turn to the account of the unions 
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returned in that Beport, and which appear 
from that of 1819 to hare been dissolred, you 
will perceive that before the present Bdshop^s 
appointment there were two . new parishes 
created, making in all, from. 1806 to 1829, 
twenty-nine parishes, and thereby securing 
eighteen additional beneficed parish ministers 
to the Church in Ireland. 

If we suppose the same improvement to 
have pervaded the other dioceses in Ireland, 
it will follow that three hundred and ninety* 
nine new parishes have been provided with re- 
sident clergymen. 

There is one very important fact connected 
with the .bi|:th, as I may conscientiously de- 
nominate it, of these ecclesiastics^ blessings, 
with which your Lordship appeared so com- 
pletely, I do not wish to say designedly, unac- 
quainted. If your liordship will refer to the re- 
port of ecclesiastical affairs furnished to t^e 
House of Commons in 1806,'page288, you may 
observe that an union under the following de- 
iaominations had been held by one individual : 

Tbe Prebend of Temple-Brjan, 
The Rectory and Vicarage of Temple-Qaiplan, 
Tbe Reeto^ and Vioarage of Temple-O'MaliU; 
Hie Rectory of Kilneoross. 
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If your Lordship trill now take the trouble 
to turn to page 194 of the report of 1819, you 
will observe that this union, which in 1806 
had been possessed by the Rev. Thomas Brown^ 
and who did not perform his own duty, has 
been divided among four clergymen; and that 
to each of these denominations in the return 
of 1819, is affixed the name of a separate pa*^ 
rish minister. But there is another important 
circumstance connected with this discovery ^ 
that must be gratifying to your Lordship. It 
is this, that to the one-fourth part of this union 
so mutilated, the Bishop of Cork presented 
his own son. 

Surely your Lordship will not now censure 
me for imposing on you a task, doubtless very 
irksome, of re-perusing your own untoward, 
hasty, and unjustifiable aspersions on the Bi- 
shops of the Church in this country. " In 
" Ireland, to their shame be it spoken, it was 
^ no uncommon circumstance to see four, six^ 
** aye, seven parishes, in the hands of one rec- 
" tor. But why was it so ? Because some 
Bishop, unmindful of the meritorious efforts 
of his ill-paid clergy, considered that two 
or three parishes would not do the young 

O 
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^"^ igeademwXi but he must have half a. dozen of 
^^ them ; and so, taking than all in a lump, he 
^^ throws them to one indiTidual. He was not 
^^ making any particular allusion* The prac-* 
". tice was generaV* 

At least, my Lord, not general in the 
diocese which you ought to have known; 
not general in the diocese in which the 
lay synod was held ; not general in the dio- 
cese, with which . all the Church reformers 
associated with your Lordship, were best acf- 
quainted* Yes, my Lord, what is Uie £Eu^t I 
There is not one solitary instance, of the fright- 
ful corruption, you so ingenuously and feeling^*- 
|y deplore. No, not one union in the whole Re- 
port to which you appealed, in vindication of 
your wild aspersions, not one example of an 
union made to enrich the son of a- Bishop* 
But the reverse is undeniably proved to your 
Lordship^s discomfiture, and for the esta^ 
blishment of the purity of ecclesiastical go- 
vernment in Lreland. For the episcopal 
unions, which had been bestowed from time 
immemorial until 1806, without any diminu- 
tion of the parishes which constituted them^ 
have been curtailed, in every instance in which 
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it was feasible, and after this piaiseworlhy 
reduGtioii, presented by the Diocesan to sundry 
individuals, and occasionally, to his son. And- 
in one iHtstanccj to which I hare solicited your 
attention, an union was dissolved, and one- 
fourth part, and Hot the whole union, with 
other parishes appended to it, as your Lord* 
ship asserted to have been the general practice, 
was given by the Bishop to Us &TOured child, 
for whom, he had been represented to have 
bounded beyond the ordinary testraints, not 
only of propriety, but even of prudence and de 
cency* On this subject, 

" Verbam non amplius addam." 

Once mpre.as to the diocese of Cork* Tour 
Lordship appear^ to be well acquainted with 
the circumstance of the six parishes^ which 
constitute the chancejlorship of the diocese of 
Cork, Your Lordship wishes to shun the 
repetition of this union. But for public infor* 
mation I must repeat the circumstances con* 
nected with it. There are six entire recto- 
ries in this union, yet the income of this loud- 
sounding promotion is but two hundred 
pounds a year. One of the parishes is lite-^ 

g2 
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rally a sugar houses ahotber a distillery, and 
the remainhig deiiomitidtions are h\xt the sites 
of religious hottjses. . t ,^ .•• 

If your Lordship will inake inquiries, you 
may (fisooyer^ that our rich establishment is 
possessed of the foUowiug loi!diy endowments 
il^ the diocese of Ross. The deanery of '!Ross» 
is not worth iS200 a year ; land the other dig- 
nitaries connected with the cathedral are stated, 
in the report of 1919^ to be generaUy under 
«£20 per annum. ' 

My Lord^ it was tematked by the late Pri- 
mate, when presenting" to; the House of Com- 
mons the documents which compose the re- 
port of 18X9. " The state of the Establish- 
** ed Church in Ireland is indeed little known^ 
^* and has often been extrfeipely ihisrepresented. 
^* Englishmen' are' aiequainted with it only from 
^ the works ''of 'political writer^, of frOm the 
" description ortravellers, who are equally zea- 
" lous to destroy the Establishment. Irish 
*^ gentlemen are not much better 'inf6rmedj> 
" but derive thiit-bpinions from whi^t jpasses 
"in their imin^di^te vicinity; and if eccle- 
^ siastical 'abused ' ' prevail in the parish in 
^ which* they xfeside, ftiey fasMy and Iklseljr 
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^f <5pncluck, . thst ieverj part f>i Jxehxid, is ia 
*' the same deplorable situation-^' . . 

You, my L<Mf(}, pieaid^ e,t a n^eetipg, in a 
^iocQse, whidb affords notorious examples con^ 
tradiqtpry of yqigp .own asp^sioQs, Yop, my 
Lord, prpfes^ a desire to purify the Establish-* 
xiiept.. You, my Lard, are not, one of those 
vagrant politiciaiiis that vilify, jya order to ruin* 
You, my Lord, cannot be suppps^ on^ of 
chose Irish gentlemen who are not better in* 
formed, than those prqfessipoal libellers, whom 
the late Primate so appropriatdy characteri- 
zes. What, then, can have provoked the 
avowal so wantonly condemnatory of the 
Church in Ireland ? I profess I cannot even 
forge an excuse for your Lordship. But per- 
haps, my Lord, your conscience and my sur- 
mises as to the cause of your hostility, are the 
only points, in which it is propable, I shall 
have the good fortune of coinciding with your 
Lordship. 

I shall conclude this Letter with observing, 
that there is not one diocese in Ireland, for 
which there might not be oiSTered a vindication, 
at least equally, and, in some instances, much 
more triumphant and explanatory of the 
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groundless denunciations of your Lordship^ 
than that of Cork. But I have chosen this 
one, that even the palliatioB; which the bene- 
volence of the late Primate invented for the 
hostility of Irish gentlemen, should not remain 
as a refuge to your Lordship, after the an^ 
nouncement of your refuted calumnies. Be- 
sides, from your Lordship's knowledge of this 
diocese, if my statements are false, I thus 
place within your reach, the ready implements 
of my own discomfiture. 



»r' 



SEVENTH LETTER. 



My Lord, 

I SHALL proceed to examine the 
implied charge against the Bishops, contained 
in these words of your Lordship^s speech, 
** There is an evident want of chnrches through* 
" out the united kingdom." 

In all our investigations, relative to the 
present state of the Established Church in 
Ireland, a principle, directly in opposition to 
that impressed on your Lordship's mind, ought 
to be adopted. Your Lordship has assumed, 
that the past history of the Church represents 
the most attractive model, by which ecclesias- 
tical administration ought to be fashioned. 
To the minds of your auditory at Cork, the 
present must have appeared the period of de- 
generate discipline, and our previous history, 
to develope the blessings our ancestors en* 
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joyed, in con^aenee of episcopal jurisdiction, 
free from the taint of corruption^ and un- 
shackled by the restraints of s^cnlar hindrances. 
'There were numerous allusions in your Lord- 
ship's speech to former times, as if in them 
we could peruse the image of primitive Chris- 
tianity. To translate this cherished prepo- 
session of your Lordship to the feelings of the 
assembly at Cork, it is stated, '' that you were 
<* determined to use all means m your power 
^^ towards the permanent establishment of the 
*' Church of England, as it was left by your 
« forefiithers.'* 

By my former Letters, I hope it is evident^ 
that no supposition can be more delusive, than 
to imagine the state of the Church in Ireland 
at the Reformation, or in any period to the 
Union in 1801, a desirable representation of 
ecclesiastical purity, which it would be wis- 
dom to imitate. If the Church of Christ can 
only be triumphant, when oppressed with 
misery, poverty, and persecution, your Lord- 
ship's aspirations for the restoration of the un- 
numbered afflictions that attended the Refor- 
nuktion in Ireland, is truly Christian. But if 
the design to re-enact the troubles which for 



letand^ the difamm^ef ttUfumy 
shall be cai^ried ilUU> execntiQiiy pevhepe it may 
aot be winstiriialiFe ta pennit yoor Lmrdahip^ii 
recoUection to aarYey these few frets, that <v^c^ 
iBijust imme^MktQlj poll dewit'the ehoirches, of 
which yop cppiplaiii thene is now an ioade-. 
qiiate noo^^er* We osust deanoiish the --glehe- 
houses, whi<di.aie the neat intflmntial xaeans 
of seciiriog the teaideaoe of the elergy, who^e 
absence iraalheicflQcIuyoaiiowjdepli^ We 
OMist yediioe the aumher. ef cm ministers, 
thpii^ yovr Lordahip has deelared them to be 
largdy disproportionate to the population , 
which ought to be the objects of their super- 
intendence. We must scatter the congrega- 
tions which vigilaa t piety has odtectedy tJmngfa 
your Lordship has aaathemaliMd Ae hier- 
archy^ for neglecting the assembling together 
of the people; and we must employ ditigmt as* 
siduity to restore, though they have beeniBUch 
diminished, ignorance, infiuny, and Tice, of 
which your Lordship even now aBnoonces, 
that, from ekrical indolenee, there, is -too 
plentiful a harvest. Really, your Lordship's 
seal for the regeneration of the Chuoeh in Ire- 
land, and the historical portraiture^ in con- 

g3 
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fonnitjr to irUch h^ raiovadon is'to be mo« 
delled) we things so coiitradictovj, that I de<- 
9pair of awertainiag precise kaowled^ of 
your des%ii8« 

But the fact is, mj Loxd, that thus to^e^ 
stove the Church, mtmUi be to ruin seHgion. 
Your Lordship maj remember, that the testir- 
mouy of the ArchbiAops and Bishops, and 
the whde clerfy^as to ecclesiasUeal affiurs in 
those early times, was- this, *' that no Chris* 
^* tian Churdi on tlie fftce of the earth, was 
^ eyer reduced to such abject po? erty and wi^ 
*^ serj, and that scarcely in any part of .the 
^^ land, was there an appearance of a rural 
'^ clergy/' ' This, then^ is a descriptioB 
widely different fcoflt that. which- your I^oxd*^ 
ship iustructed the meeting at Cork to believe, 
to be the contmst between the Church of our 
forefathers^ and that which we have the hap- 
piness, under the .especial providence of God, 
to enjoy. Permit me to hope, thiitwe may be 
in time taught to appreciate tlus btessing^ as it 
is my honest .conviction,* to »be bo less th^ 
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diwie purpose, thfin our^daty, Utst we ought 
to consider it. 

Thevelbve) Ibe pres^dt condition of the 
Church in this country/ is not to he estimated 
by a comparison with any imaginary form of 
discipline, or rule of purity, which only have 
anideiil existence. But when we have duly 
reflected on the persecutions she endured ; the 
spc^ations to which her property was sub- 
jected ; the inexcusable and universal neglect 
of England ; 4he devastation of the few churches 
that remained after the civil wars ; the paucity 
of ministers, by which the people of God were 
left, as it were, forsaken in a wilderness ; the 
steady Mid unabated hostility of a rival Church, 
and the indomitable vengeance with which fa- 
natical persecutors hunted her to perdition; 
when all these things are cidmly considered, 
we are in some degree qualified to estimate the 
present state ef the Church in Ireland. With* 
out this information, he who defames the pre- 
sent administration of her affairs, promulgates 
his own igno^toee of her history. Under such 
circumstances, to indulge in vituperation as to 
any remaining abuses, evinces a wish to be 
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di8pl^^ed| i»4 a. dask^ to b€^ Jtici»tUe. to \mki^ 
terests. ^ ^ 

When ypifr l^oixUhip If^mMfts, thc^ w«m|; of 
churches in the pra^eiit d^j^ a^ at th€^ 6a;Bie 
znoment expceMi^^ '^ jQox detoiwaation to^ la* ; 
*^ boor £(Nr the pennaiieiU.eirtaJ^UiluQKi^ .of the ^ 
^^ Church as it was left by your fore£Etthers at , 
'^ the Belormatioii// I am 4H>mpeUed to aj^ly 
to the deciaioDS of history* Aiod thus I dis-: 
cover, that %\m^ 4oos not vemain oii^ single 
vestige of the Frotestimt Ghmoh, when first 
the reformed religioii <waa histoDcally intro- 
dttced into Ireland^ In Ae raign of lEHifBAn 
heth' I can tmce but twenty^two churches in 
the diocese which was best ^ovemedr in a pairt 
of the country most ciirilizedf and where the 
B^formation bad heea moat sucoces&L Willi 
unfeigned sonow I hear the veaerahle Bi^op- 
Bedell* Uiiient» that there were but eight 
churches in each of his.dV>ceseB. And surely: 
he was na laay churchman^ nor yet griping*, 
nor covetous^ nor slothfiil^ nor proud; for such 
are the expreesions in which your liordship 
« 1 1 I ■ *» I III .— <— i— I ■ - 

1 Sir Henry Sidney's LeHers^ toI. t. p< 112* 
• See Buniett't life of Bieliop Bed^, p. S4. 



reprobates die clergy bf pt^eht times, lor not 
effecting what he, whose name is almost sainted 
in history, cootd not aceomplish*' Yes, in 
these hal^^ idi^s of -primitite parity, I can 
discover bnt tweMj4iiira chniehes in one 
diocese, eigkl in a seeciiid> aad th^'saiiie nnm- 
ber in a thirds 

Hiia ^K^as in the year 1480. Perhaps I 
have inqoired in a peiiod too r€naote« I shall 
advance olie ceiany "bdcAst^ imd shall endea-. 
vonr to ascertain die unmber of oburches in 
aH the dieoeseft in Iv^awL F^rimate Boulter, 
states, that tbe>niUBb€at of incnmbentsand 
curates- in the ^ho|d isiand> to have been in 
1 780, but eight hnndted. ' He does not appear 
to tneini that they weie allresi^nt If we 
allow, thesefote^ :diat theve were half asmany 
churches as theie wase Protestant ministexs in 
Ireland, we shajl have four hundred. If this 
number be divided by the twen^»two dioceses, 
there will be but eighteoi. chuivhes* to each 
didcese. Or^tobemo£eezact,ifi(mrhiuidred^ 
which lassume to have been the pumber of 
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charcfaes, be divided by thirty-three, the num- 
ber of the dioeeses under their distinct and ap* 
propriate denominations, we shall apportion 
bnt twelve churches to each diocese, which 
will exhibit no great improvement from the 
time of Chail^ I. to the reign of Greorge I. 

This calculation may be supposed to labour 
under some disadvantage - from the want 
of accurate iirformation. But we shall see,, 
when we come to examine unimpeaichable evi* 
dence on the subject of churches, in a more 
advanced period, that the allowance of four 
hundred churches in the reign of Geoige L is, 
perhaps, rather above the number, than under 

it ; - . 

In the year 17^" the number df churches 
in Ir^liBind, was five hundred and forty-three, 
which, divided by the number of the' dioceses, 
iis a distribution to each diocese, of twenty-four 
churches. 

In 1792 the number of churches in IrelMid 

• ft 

was tstx huhdr^ and' forty-three,' which, di- 
vided by the number of the dioceses, leaves 
twenty-nine chnrches to each diocese. 

1 Erok's EooUfiastical Register. 



lu the jwt' 1800 there wesre in Ireland bat 
six bandied and eighty-nine oharchesi- which 
by the application of the. division hitherto em* 
ployed^ will afford to each diocese thirty*-one 

churdies. 

Nowy my LiMrd, we have arrived at die period 
of the Union^ If we survey the aggregate of the 
labours ef all the Refbroaera> atid all the Bishops 
and Clergy, from the reign of Heniy yill* to 
the nineteenth centoiyy we shall not have any 
jostifiable reason* to cherish, with the ascetic 
veneration whicb your Lordship appears to 
feel, the memories of . those, . who had the 
saperintendeno^ :Of:th^ Ghurcb* For, if we 
suppose that every church was capable of con^ 
taining three hundred individuals, little more 
than two hundred thousand of the Protestant 
population, weri3 provided with the means of 
worshipping God in temples dedicated to re« 
ligious service. . In these, times, when a spirit 
of Jacobinical insurgehcy, professes the advo* 
cacy of the repeal of the Union, the Protestants 
of Ireland ought deeply to reflect, that when 
their aristocracy w;as xeJ^ident, beibre any of the 
evils of patrician tagrancy had been expe* 
rienced ; Vhen the country writhed under the 
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dominion of a domeBtic.l^gidatiwey die pro- 
tectioiiy which the Irish senate youohsafed to 
the Churchy is developed in the Jong lapse of 
three inglorious oentuiieSy to M»oimt to the 
provision of places of worship» for one^sixth 
proportion of her people* 

I most solicit your Loidsbip^s most un- 
divided attention to a recapitulation of the 
following ^ircnmstanees :— . 

From Mtj» 1801» to immiujp 18t0«tbnn shave 

beeo drorchet built ia Irdmdf • - - 258 

Rebailt daring that period, • - . * - <• - 242 

Kow bnildiag, .--"•.-•-- 54 

-Enhffged, 99 

Ofdered to be \faali at the neeting^ the Board 

of Pint Fi«itiB» in toft Oetober, * •> .. 64 

71T 

But to be as correct as possible, we shall 
deduct the ninety-nine churches which have 
been enlarged in this period. This will make 
the number of churches, which at the end of 
1830^ shall have been erected since the Union, 
six hundred and eighteen. Thus, in the space 
of less than thirty years, the maligned Bishops 

of the Church in Ireland, will have accom- 

• 

pushed, nearly as much as had been e£Fected 
in the spcice of three centuries. This gratify* 
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ing intdligence will surely be higUj satisiac* 
tory to your Lordship. 

The building of ehurehes is a most accu* 
rate test, for ascertaining the vigilance of the 
diocesan, when, means are within his reach of 
exhibiting it. This also seizes as- a registry 
for the residence of the clergy. It displays too^ 
the increase of piety and morality, and the 
general improvement of the Protestant popu- 
lation* By this test, therefore, let us mete our 
justice to the Irish hierarchy. If the number 
of churches built from the reign of Henry VIII^ 
to the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
is barely equal to those erected in the last 
thirty years, will not your Lordship revoke 
your condemnatory sentence of indolence and 
corruption. If the overseers of the early 
Church have elicited from your Lordship, un- 
used to the soft accents of praise, such illus- 
trious commendations, what ought to be the 
measure of your encomiums on those, who caa 
appeal to the labours of thrice ten years, as 
replete with enduring memorials of their vigi- 
lance, as their predecessors have left behind 
them in three centuries. If the primitive 
Church in Ireland^ so cherished In your Lord- 
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ship's dreams of purity, be thus entitled to re- 
gard, the present governors of the Church, by 
& vulgar arithmetical proc^Ss^ can justifiably 
crave one*tenth mdre of your Lordship's af- 
fectionate protection. This, my Lord, is a 
debt of justice, not a chivalrous offering of 
mercy or of pity; 

If the churches built since the Union may 
be supposed, one with another, to contain 
three hundred persons ; accommodation for one 
hundred and eighty«five thousand four bun* 
dred individuals, has been provided by the po« 
litical sluggards of Episcopacy. But if their 
impious indolence in things divine, deserve the 
reprobating maledictions of your Lordship, 
v^hat ought to be the measure of your censure, 
what the fervidness of your wrath, against their 
ten times more somnolent precursors. 

If the number of the churches in existence- 
at the Union, be added to those erected since 
that event, it is evident that there are at least, 
thirteen hundred and seven places of worship 
in Ireland, which afford accommodation for 
nearly four hundred thousand of the Protestant 
population in connexion with the Established 
Church. The whole of this population, ac- 
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cording t(i Mr. Leslie Fo&ter^s tables amounts 
to 1,269,886, 80 that neaiiy one- third of the 
Protestants <)f the Established Church have 
access to seats in churches. And if^ by Mr. 
M'Culloch's calculation, 6ne-tenth of the po- 
pulation is engaged in education, and we esti- 
mate one-half of this tenth, as too young to de- 
rive advantage from attendance on religions 
worship, we may perceive that the proportion 
of the people deprived of the opportunity of 
accommodation in churches is not so over- 
poweringly frightful, as your Lordship's de- 
scription might betray us to believe. Your 
Lordship cannot lament with more sincerity 
than I do, that even one individual should be 
denied the high privilege of worshipping God 
in a temple dedicated to his praise. If your 
Lordship had only employed the same zeal in 
remedying this evil, as you have displayed 
in censuring the Bishops and clergy of the 
Established Church, your work of charity 
Avould be more in conformity with a Christian 
spirit, and advantageous to the interests of re- 
ligion, than your unsupported allegations, and 
dreams of amendment 

Before we take leave of this subject, per- 
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mit me to attract your Lordship's attention to 
what I eonceive a justifiable means qf remov- 
ing r^roach from the Church in Ireland.*r* 
When all the disadvantages are co^siderec^^ by 
which our Church is afflicted from the depri- 
vation of an aristocracy j from the pestilent in* 
fluence of absentees ; from the woefully felt 
want of that munificent patronage, which no- 
blemen in England vouchsafe to their national 
religion, it may not be a profidess task to induce 
your Lordship to survey, the state of the Esta- 
blishment in England as to churches. I shall 
select from the returns made to the House of 
Commons in 1811, a number of dioceses, con- 
taining as nearly as possible, a population 
equal to that in connexion with the Church in 
Ireland^ 
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Dioceses. 


Population. 


Number of 
Churebea. 


e 9 

ill 


Canterbarj, 
London, - • 
York, - - . 

* 


175,695 
661,394 
591,972 


83 
186 
220 


67,705 
162,962 
149,277 


1,428,991 


489 


379,944 


The wbole Cfaureb ) 
in. Ireland, ) 


1,269,388 


1307 


457,450 

• 



The calculation made in the returns to the 
House of Commons, of the Church in Eng- 
land in 1811 9 is, that each church is able to 
contain seven hundred persons. Though the 
popuUtiot) in the English dioceses I have se« 
lected, exceeds the whole Protestant popiila** 
tion in connexion with the Established Church 
in Ireland, by 158,603., yet there are but 489 
churches in these dioceses, and but one*fourth 
of the whole population provided with sea^s. 

Now I have ■ allowed^ iu the calculation 
mif^e i^ the table of \]^e Church in Ireland, 
that each church contains but three hundred 
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and fifty persons, which is but half the number 
the English churches are supposed to acdom- 
modate, yet with this diflference, and with the ex- 
cess of the population in the English dioceses, 
over the whole Protestant population of the 
EstJBibliished Church in this country, by 159,603, 
it appears there are one-third more churches in 
Ireknd than in Eilgland, and that one-third 
of the population are provided with seats in 
churches ; that is, one-twelfth more of the 
Protestants in Ireland ar6 thiis accommo- 
dated, than in the dioceses, containing a 
much greater number of individuals in Eng- 
land. 

When all theise facts ore compared with the 
ideal excellence of the Church in Ireland at 
any former period, is )iot even your Lordship 
convinced, that the melioration of the abused 
which your forefathers bequeathed to th^ present 
Bishops, is likely to be effected withoult thead- 
venttirous counsel of. laymen. If they perse- 
vere for a few years mote, will not every object 
of yoitt Lordship'iS solicitude have secured ait- 
tention : or, my Lord, will you have the 
temerity to risk the certainty of thiisi result. 
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lor an ^perimenty^ whose effects you cannot 
calculate. 

But was jQur Lordship acquainted witl^ 
the facts I have detailed, when you lamented 
the want €A churches? Did your Lordship 
ImoW} how many were in existence at the 
UnioUia^d their wonderful increase since 1801 ? 
Did you know, that in 1826 there were appli-? 
cations to the Board of First Fruits, for grants 
to build fifty-eight chi^rches, and that every one 
of these applications were* refused, from the 
impossibility of complyng with them, in 
consequence of the want of pecuniary re* 
sources ? Did you know, that those applica* 
tions have been repeated from year to year, 
and the same inability required , the continu- 
ance of a similar refusal ? Did you know, 
that the Commi&isioners of the Board of First 
Fruits, in the anxiety to. provide accommoda^ 
lion for the Prote8tant.populatiou in churches, 
at their last meeting, resolved to di^ontinue 
grants, for the purchase of glebes, and the 
building of glebe houses, and to devote the 
whole of their scanty resources to the one ob- 
ject only^ c( building churches. 
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Reallj, my Lord, your reprobation of the 
hierarchy, under such circumstances, must be 
construed into an assault upon the connexion 
of the State with the Church. For if the 
Church be censured for the misfortunes that 
arise from the suspension of the support Which 
the State is pledged, under the bond of reci* 
procal amity, to vouchsafe to her interests, 
your Lordship^s object must be, either to dis- 
entangle her spiritual prosperity from such 
carnal hindrances, or to vindicate the admi- 
nistration of her affairs, by censuring the 
State for the non-performance of the contract 
implied in this connexion. The Church has 
not the means of providing places of worship 
for the people. The State has always appro- 
priated funds for this object. But the number 
of churches is insufficient for the population, 
therefore it is the State, and not the Church, 
that bends beneath the oppressive weight of 
your criminating charge. 

I trust your Lordship will excuse me for 
saying, that you possess the means of confer- 
ting a more essential benefit on the Church 
in Ireland, by appealing to the Minister of 
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the king, in your legislative capacity, and, by 
endeavouring to procure resources, to remove 
the evil you so feelingly deplore, than by any 
indulgence in speculative advantages. As 
long as Parliament deem it prudent to be con- 
trolled by the Jacobin spirit of the age, and 
withhold £rom the Establishment in Ireland 
the means of enabling the people to encourage 
their inclination towards her doctrines and 
goveminent, by the preclusion inflicted on 
them of participating in her religious services ; 
so long are our senators engaged in the unho- 
ly occupation of tendering bribes to Protestant 
Dissenters and the disciples of Rome, to make 
inroads on the Church. Review, my Lord, 
what has been effected since the Union. Re- 
member that there are now in the diocese 
of Armagh , alone, nearly as many churches 
as. were in the whole island in the reign of 
George III. in 179S. Will not this one fact 
consume your Lordship's ascetic wrath ? Will« 
not your zeal be now enkindled to assist the 
hierarchy in their pious labours ; and believe 
me they will be delighted thus to countenance 
the laudable and justifiable interference of lay- 

H 
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men. If Primate Boulter, in 1732) loudly 
complained, that there is a jealousy on the 
part of the House of Commons, to build 
churches for the Protestant subjects of the 
king in Ireland, may we not echo the la- 
mentation ? If we are not compeUed, as I 
shall hereafter prove, to deplore the re- 
sults fit this unchristian apathy, to the vigi- 
lance of our Bishops, to the unwearied zeal 
of our clergy is to be attributed all the 
praise. He informs the Bishop of London, 
that the '' Protestant people go off to the Pa* 
pists and Dissenters for want of churches to 
repair to." Does the Legislature wish to ex- 
hibit the effects of their jealousy of the Church 
in Ireland, by a corresponding testimony so 
fatal to the Protestant Church ? Even Mr. 
Wakefield would summon them from their le- 
thargy. He candidly iacknowledges, that, the 
donations of Parliament. for the building of 
glebe houses and churches had accomplished 
more, withiu the last five years, for the benefit 
of Ireland, than had been effected in the pre- 
ceding fifty. Even he would silence the infi- 
del miser, who anathematizes t^se who would. 



SEVENTH LETTER. 147 

in such employment, prostitute the revenues of 
' the state ; for he distinctly avows, that no ex- 
penditure is large, when the purpose is so ex- 
cellent.' 



' Wakefield's Ireland, toI. i. p. 476. 
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My Lord, 

As the want of churches cannot be 
considered, in any degree, to have proceeded 
from the neglect of the Bishops, your Lordship 
directly states, ^^ that the number of the clergy 
is too limited, when the vast population of 
the professors of Protestantism is considered/^ 
That the funds for the building of churches 
were judiciously expended, is unanswerably 
evident, from the silence of those members 
of Farliamenti who ostentatiously promuligiite 
their hatred to the Establishment^ whea.all 
the accounts relating .to the Church in Ireland 
from 1800 to 1822, were presented to the 
House of Commons, in the month of Maroh, 
1823« If the purity of the administration of 
the funds committed to the Commissioners of 
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the Board of First Fruits coiild have been 
tainted by reproach, it is needless to say that 
no sluggard's sleep had sealed the eyes of our 
financial dragons. Thb iact I assume as an 
admission^ that the Bishops had executed the 
trust reposed in them with such blameless 
prudence, that even the love of censiure 
was deprived? of an opportunity to inculpate. 
Therefore, as I have ^already remarked, your 
Lordship's observation ought to be register- 
ed as a taunting rebuke of the jealous penu- 
riousness of the House of Commons, and not 
88 a criminating animadversion on the hierarchy 
of the Church. 

But when it is asserted, that the number of 
the clergy is not proportioned to the Protestant 
population, a more open and direct assault is 
aimed at the administration of our ecclesi* 
astical affairs. I might remark, that if the re* 
sident clergy are proportionate to the number 
of churches and glebe-houses, which have been 
erected by the means of pecuniary grants from 
government, the propriety and justness of cen- 
isure is removed from the Bishops. For thus 
the provision of a resident clergy is equal t^ 
the protection vouchsafed by the State. If 
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ever the S^te should treacherously blame 
the Church for not effecting what it was the 
duty of the legislature to assist in providing, 
it is evident, that the absence of this vouch- 
safement of protection for some years past, 
originated in a desire to fiBibrioate an excuse to 
invade her. But if the connexion between 
the Church and Stafte be reciprocal, so long as 
it even nominally continues, no more ought to 
be demanded from either of the contracting 
parties than each mutually fulfils. At least, 
even ingenuity cannot devise an apdt^for 
any member of the State, alleging abuses 
against the Church, unless it first be unequivo' 
Gaily established, that the State has confided 
to the Church a trust, of which her negligence, 
indolence, or corruption, shall justify the for- 
feiture. Therefore, if my advocacy of the 
Church needed the assistance of logical sub* 
tlety, I could demand of your Ix>rdship to 
prove, that the spiritual accommodation of the 
Protestant population was disproportioned to 
the protection administered by the State. For 
this, in strictness, is all you can inquire. But 
I shall not confine your Lordship to such 
irksome and unnecessary restraints. 



ElOHTH LETTER. I>51 

It is not easy to define or analyze the quality 
of yoar attachment to the Church of England. 
You acknowledge, my Lord, that the bonds 
between the Church and State have been 
loosened. This could not have occurred with* 
out the consent of the State. The Church, as 
all men know, was hostile to the relaxation of 
this connexion. The State was, therefore, the 
ably voluntary agent in slackening the cords 
which fastened it to the Church. Consequently, 
the Legislature did not as strongly evince its 
zealousness for her interests, as if an opposite 
conduct had been pursued. Yet^ my Lord, at 
this hazardous crisis, when the affection of 
public men for the Church of England as- 
sumes a questionable direction, you invoke 
the interference of their amphibious amity, to 
redress the abuses which you fancy exist in 
an Establishments to which, by your own ex- 
torted acknowledgment, they have afforded 
melancholy evidence of insincerity. 

This, my Lord, is at least very extraordi- 
nary. 

I shall now proceed to examine the asser- 
tion, ^^ that the number of the clergy is too 
*' limited, when the population of the profes- 
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" Bors of FrotestaBtiam, is considered.'' This 
statement must be investigated in refereaoe to 
the previous history of the Church in Irdand. 
In no other way can we contrast, except by 
some imaginary standard of perfection, the ef- 
fects of the vigilance of the Bishops, as dis- 
played in the state of religion in this country, 
with what, it is insinuated, ought to have 
been the results of the administration of their 
sacred obligations. Tour Lordship observes, 
that the number of the clergy ought to be 
proportionate to the entire population of the 
nation. One would conceive, that by the 
incantation of a necromancer, you expected, 
like the fabled cohorts from the teeth of 
the dragon, or regiments of soldiers at the sum- 
mons of a quarter-master, battalions of minis* 
ters could be marshalled forth in holy array at 
a moment's warning. Professing no prophet's 
art, I cannot interpret this divine dream. The 
Church government of Oliver Cromwell, how- 
ever, presents some faint representation of your 
Lordship's pious device. He, it is true, or- 
dained whole troops of dragoons, and by a 
magical agency transformed them into gifted 
preachers. By a metamorphosis not less sancti- 
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moniouSy he desecrated our cathedrals ; and hy 
aa adhesion to Paritanical heterodoxy, of turn- 
ing things to the opposite of their intended 
use, he converted the stalls of the prehendaries 
iato ataUes for the horses of the godly. 

But, my Lord, instead of these speculations ; 
instead of declaring it to he the duty of the 
faierarefay to provide a hody of clergy to super- 
intend all the Preshyterians, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists, and Quakers, in Ireland, we must 
coQsiderahly narrow the question for conside- 
ration. We have to inquire, for the exculpa- 
tion of the Church, whether its discipline has 
degenerated i If episcopal sluggishness has in- 
duced a diminution of resident clergy ? If 
ever one pulpit, where the Gospel had been 
heard, does not now reiterate the joyful souiid i 
If ever one congregation, blest with the tidings 
of the heavenly commission, is now abandoned 
to the vigilant rapacity for sectarian conVer- 
sioD? Unkss your Lordship can exhibit in- 
stances of derdiction soflagi^tot, to acknow- 
ledge that abuses have not, in modem times, 
4^xept into the Church, will be an admission 
ior which we shall be iodebted neithar to your 
Lordship's generosity nor justice. 

H 3 
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But, my Lord, you cannot make good your 
chaise, that abuses hare crept into the Church. 
But, on the contrary, I undertake to proTe, 
that in no period you can select in the whole 
history of the Church, was the number of the 
clergy so great, in proportion to the Protestant 
population in connexion with the Established 
Church, as at the moment you upbraided her 
ministers with negligence. But on such a de- 
fence, I should be unwilling entirely to rely. 
I shall, therefore, prove, that they have per- 
formed as much as it was even possible, under 
the circumstances, to effect. 

In reverting so frequently to the earlier 
annals of the Reformation, I feel I am gratify* 
ing your Lordship. In them, according to 
your exposition, we are to read the narrative 
of the Church's purity. To the model of ec- 
clesiastical perfection, therein delineated, your 
Lordship has promised to restore the perma- 
nent establishment of the Church, llierefore 
to you, my Lord, these recapitulations cannot 
be so irksome as to ordinary readers. Yet 
in this apostolical epoch, I can discover in the 
dioceses superintended by eminent Christians, 
but eight resident clergymen in one, and tweu- 
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tj-two in another* In a century afterwards, 
even in the reign of George the First» although 
we admitted that all the Protestant clergy in 
Ireland, were resident in their respective pa- 
rishes, and that not one was absent, the num* 
her in each diocese will amount to but twenty- 
four.' Your Lordship knows, that the re- 
sidence of the beneficed clergy generally has 
borne an accurate proportion to the number of 
glebe houses. Now in the year 1726 there 
were in all Ireland but 141 glebe houses. It 
is' most probable, that the residences of the be- 
neficed clergy did not exceed this number; 
even supposing every one of them to have 
lived in his glebe house. Even in the year 
1800 the number of glebe houses was only 
295, and if we acknowledge the proportion 
between residence and houses, the number 
still continued very small. But in 1820 there 
were 768 glebe houses, th^t is, an increase, 
in the space of tw^ity years, of 473. So that, 
even by this mode of calculation, the number 
of resident clergymen has been wonderfully 
augmented. Here I have made no allowance 

' See Primate Boalter'i Letters, toI. i. p. 169. 
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for the number of the curatesi except in refe* 
rence to the reign of George I. It is true alsoi 
that many of the clergy who had not glebe*- 
houses, resided in the large towns, and dis- 
charged the duties of curacies, while others, 
who were resident on their glebes, attended to 
the neighbouring parishes. It even was, to 
the Union, a very general practice, for one 
clergyman to officiate in two or three separate 
parishes, a custom, I believe, in no one in* 
stance now permitted. 

But, my Lord, we must be jmore exact in 
this inquiry. If we examine the report of the 
ecclesiastical establishment in 1806, we shall 
find, that the number of resident beneficed 
clergy amounted to six hundred and ninety- 
three, and the curates to five hundred and 
sixty, making the total of twelve hundred and 
fifty-three. Though uncertainty may attend 
the calculations previous to this period, we 
must acknowledge, that the information now 
provided, is the most precise we can obtain. 
We may, therefore, consider this to have been 
the state of the Church at the Union.' 



' In ber earlier hiatorj we can trace bnt t few icattered 
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Let me now attract your Lordships atten- 
tion to the number of resident clergj since the 



ministen, by no means adeqaate. to tho ifrork of eirftiigolisiog 
the conntrj. Your Lordship seems to reJj oo the fact, that in 
earlj times each distinct parish had a separate minister. To 
this assertion I oppose the authority of Bishop Bedell, who la- 
ments, that in his two dioceses he had bat iiiteen ; of Sir H. 
Siiney ; of the Earl of Strafford ; «f the clergy themselves, 
in the reig^ of Charlaa. 1. ; and of Primate Boolter. 

Sorely, my Lord, if each, parish had a distinct oiergyBUUi« 
and the namber of parishes be 2,400, it is plain, that indepen- 
dent of curates, the resident beneficed clergy most have amount- 
ed to this namber. Bven if they did not reside in their parishes, 
we most suppose, that the greater jportion of tbem lived in Ire- 
land. Bnt we have the most irresistible authority for stating, 
that the whole number,, as well incumbents as curates, resident 
and non-resident, did not amoaut to eight hundred, even in 1730« 
Your Lordship will please to remember the description which 
Bishop Taylor has given of th« early Charch. He states, that 
RooMm Catiiolios oontioaed in possession of their Sees, and ap- 
pointed persons of their own i>ersaaslon to vacant livings. Can 
your Lordship prove, that the names attached to each parish, 
in the earliest records we possess, were not Roman Catholics 1 
If you cannot, this accounts for the separation of those parishes up 
to the year 1615. And will your Lordship be pleased to recol* 
leot, that the oivil wars, which were subsequent to that period, 
were among the principal eaases which, as Dean Swift asserts. 
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Report of 1806* The latest return made to 
the House of Commons of the state of the 
Church in Ireland^ was in 1819. The number 
of resident beneficed clergy, mentioned in this 
report, is eight hundred and eighty-two. The 
number of resident beneficed clergy in 1806,' 
was six hundred and ninety-three. There- 
fore, in the short space of twelve years, one 
hundred and eighty-nine additional resident 
beneficed clergymen have been added to the 
Church. 

From the year 1819 to 1829, two hundred 
churches have been built. In the same period, 
two hundred and fifty glebe-houses have been 
erected. Thus, in the absence of Parliamentary 
documents, which have not been published 
since 1819, it is a justifiable additiop, to cal- 

made it incambsnt on the overseers of the Charch to aoite se- 
veral parishes for the parpose of affording a scanty maintenance 
to the minister, and of preserving the face of Chriatianitj in the 
land. 

' Bjr referring to the report of 1806, it will be observed, 
that from the province of Armagh alone, were the returns made 
in 1806. In the other three provinces of Lcinster, Manster, 
and Connaught all the documents vrere famished in 1807. There- 
fore I am JQstified in assuming the latter namber as the jear 
when the report was reall j made. 
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culate the increase of resident beneficed clergy* 
men, in the proportion of the glebe-houses 
that have been built since that return was 
made. Therefore, we msly reasonably sup- 
pose two hundred and fifty to be the increase, 
which, with the number in the House of Com- 
mons' return of 1819, makes a total of eleven 
hundred and thirty-two. The difference be- 
tween this number and twelve hundred, which 
is the most correct calculation it has been 
possible to make, in the absence of Parlia- 
mentary returns, will really be an insufficient 
allowance for those clergymen that have been 
compelled to reside, of late years, though they 
have not glebe-houses. Thus, then, the in- 
ciease in the number of the beneficed resident 
clergy from 1807 to 1828, has been five hun- 
dred and seven, which is nearly as many, as 
were in Ireland some years subsequent to 
the Union. 

I have been particular in establishing, as 
precisely as possible, that twelve hundred is 
the number of the resident beneficed clergy in 
Ireland, from having observed that the news- 
papers in England consider this an untenable 
position. But, my Lord^ I am fviUy con- 
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fident that it is considerably under the num- 
ber, so great has been the improvement in this 
point since the return of 1819. In that Re- 
port, for instance, it is stated, that there, were 
eleven beneficed clergyman absent from the 
diocese in which I reside. At present there is 
but one, who is compelled, from an afflicting 
disease, to remain in Dublin. 

Now, my Lord, let us endeavour to ascer- 
tain the number of curates. By compariqg 
the returns of 1806, 1819, and ^^ The Account 
^^ of the number of Unbenificed Curates, pub- 
^^ lished by order of the House of Commons in 
'^ 1 828,*' we shall be enabled to ascertain the 
number of curates in Ireland in these re^ieo* 
tive years. But we cannot, even here, be as 
exact as I could wish. For in the return of 
1828, 1 observe that the r^strars in some of 
the dioceses, do not report the number of ^cu* 
rates actually officiating, because, in many in^ 
stances they had not obtained their li^enaes, 
from which alone, the knowledge desired by 
Parliament, could be provided. Xh^ ol^jiect^ (>f 
the Legislature was to know the. dates of. (^e 
curates' appointments, and their re^e€ti?je 
salaries. As many of these clergymeA were 
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bat lately appointed, it was not possible to af- 
fotd tbis information, and therefore tbeir names 
are not returned. Tbus, the number of curates 
now officiating in Ireland, is not exactly given. 
But even with this disadvantage, I sball prove 
to your Lordship, that the increase is perfectly 
satisfactory. 

I have compared all these returns with the 
greatest accuracy, and, in some cases, from my 
own knowledge, and other information, have 
supplied the deficiencies of the return of 1828j 
from that of 1819. Bdt these instances are 
very few. In 1828, the number of curates was 
seven hundred and fifty, which, in addition to 
twelve hundred resident clergy, makes the 
number of the ministers of the Established 
Church in Ireland to amount to nineteen hun- 
dred and fifty. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to remem* 
ber, that an increase in the residence of the 
beneficed clergy, has a natural tendency in di* 
minishing the number of curates. For, if a 
glebe-house be built in a small parish, where 
a curate has officiated, it is more than probable 
his assistance will be dispensed with. Yet 
with this influence working against the in* 
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crease of the nnmber of curates, their augmen* 
tation appears to me to evidence distinctly the 
active vigilance of the hierarchy. For the 
numbers returned in 1806, were five hundred 
and sixty, and in 1828, seven hundred and 
fifty, so that, in little more than twenty years, 
one hundred and ninety curates have been at* 
tached to the Church. 

Thus, my Lord, in twenty«one years, six 
hundred and ninety-seven working, and ac^ 
tually resident clergymen, have been added to 
the Church. 

Thus, in twenty -one years, the increase in 
the number of the ministers of religion, is 
nearly equal to the whole amount of the resi^* 
dent clergy in the reign of George I. 

Thus, in twenty-one years, the increase in 
the resident beneficed clergy, exceeds the whole 
clergy in Ireland, incumbents and curates, re* 
sident and non-resident in the year 1792, by 
one hundred and fifty-three.' 

Thus, in the space of thirty-six years, from 
1792 to 1828, the nmnber of resident clergy- 
men in Ireland has been doubled ; or, to speak 

' Dr. BetQfort's Abstract, pp. 104, 144. 
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with perfect exactness, has been increased from 
one thousand, to one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty. And even the acknowledgment, 
that so large a number existed in 1792, is on 
the authority of Dr. Beaufort, who, in some 
instances, over-rates matters. 

Thus, evefn in 1819, the number of actually 
resident beneficed clergymen in the province 
of Armagh alone, was equal to the whole resi- 
dent beneficed clergy of Ireland in 1792, which 
is only a period of twenty-seven years. And the 
number of glebe-houses in that province in' 
1819, exceeded the numberin the whole island 
in the year 1800, by two hundred. 

My Lord, if these facts are not the strongest 
testimony, that the present system, as con- 
ducted by the Bishops in Ireland, works pro- 
pitiously for the Church, I profess that I can- 
not divine what is the use of demonstration. 

Among the numerous assaults on the 
Church in Ireland, which appeared in the Eng- 
lish newspapers since your Lordship sounded 
the tocsin of war, I shall select one from the 
Olobcs because, at least, it is executed with 
apparent temperance, though not f^nth fidelity, 
and presents not merely vague assertion, but 
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some tangible dfl^ta with which we can grapple* 
The object of the writer is to show, that the 
number of the clergy is inadequate to the spi- 
ritual wants of the Protestant population in 
Ireland. To remedy this evil, he proposes a 
diminution of the number of the Bishops, and 
the appropriation of their income to the pro* 
vision of a greater number of clergy. He lea* 
sons thus : " If there are but twelve hundred 
^' incumbents, is it necessary there should be 
*^ twenty Bishops, one Prelate to about fifty- 
^^ incumbents ?" The writer thus giving bis 
reader to understand, that the only duty of a 
Bishop was an inspection into the execution 
of the ministerial office by the ben^ced clergy. 
But if he had added the number of curatea to 
that of the incumbents, he would find that 
each Bishop had to superintend nearly ninety 
clergymen, on the supposition that there were 
this number in each diocese. 

Perhaps it may not be irrelevant nor useless 
to remark, that I have known, in more cases 
than one, in which I had. personal opportu- 
nities of judging, that the duties of a Bishop 
in Ireland, engross his whole time. In one in- 
stance^ I can, with perfect truth declare, that 
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I could mention the name of a dignitary in 
this country, who undeviatingly devotes from 
seren to eight hours daily to his sacred avoca- 
tions. Whether his example he a peculiar in- 
stance of conscientious vigilance, I shall not 
presume to surmise: hut the strict accord- 
ance with truth of this fact, I would not hesi- 
tate to attest in the most solemn manner. 

The writer ' in the Globe newspaper ob- 
served, '^ there is but one incumbent to every 
six thousand persons in Ireland." We shall 
examiae this statement accurately. The Pro- 
testant* populatikm in Ireland, in connexion 
with the EstaUkhed Church, is 1,269,388. 
Mr. M^Colioch has stated, that the propor- 
tion of the people in a state of education, is as 
otteio t^n. This calculation he has made from 
the Breslau- Tables, and the Scotch returns. 
Oiie"teiith> of the whole Church of England 
population in this country, is 128,988. Not more 
than half of this number, from their youth, 
oaa possibly be objects of clerical supervision. 
While the lacge propovlion of the children of our 
gtntr^ and marobanls, educating ' at public 
vehools, -itill vmkb the half of this one«>tenth 
division of the Protestants in connexion with 
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the establishment, a fair reduction from the 
amount of the whole population that require 
religious instruction. Therefore, if we deduct 
63,469, which is the half of our population in 
a state of education, from the entire number of 
1^269,388, which is the whole of the Church 
of England population, we shall perceive that, 
1,205,919, is the amount of the entire popula- 
tion requiring the attention of our clergy. This 
number, divided by nineteen hundred and fifty 
resident clergymen, would leave to each mi* 
nister, a congregation of 600, instead of 6000, 
as the writer of the article^ in the Globe had 
endeavoured ingeniously to prove. 

I do not mean to assert, my Lord, that. the 
number of the elexgy is fully adequate to the 
population* In some districts the Protestants 
are scattered and few, yet still they need the 
guiding care of a minisler. In others^ as in 
Qitie&i it is more dense, a^d. cooseqiienily ap- 
pears to require niore clergymen. It ought, 
however, to be remembered, that the less ex«- 
tended the spiace in which Protestants are con- 
gr^giated^ the labour of superintendence is &« 
cilitated. Thus> a large proportion of the 
cl^Tgy Q^y be di$trUmted. in dUtant. districts^ 
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and yet other congregations not neglected. 
For as a less number of pastors can attend to" 
the spiritual wants of a parish, when it is con* 
fined within the limits of a few streets, we can 
devote a more numerous division of them to 
the overseeing of small congregations in the 
country. 

From the evidence in this Letter, of the 
improvement in the Church in Ireland, the 
Bishops have surely great claims on the Legis- 
lature, to induce them to hesitate in interfering 
with their present system. Behold, my Lord, 
what has been effected ! Who can deny that 
many abuses have been extirpated ? If refor- 
mation be really your Lordship's object, can 
you assert that it is not rapidly proceeding? 
What is the plea your Lordship urges in de- 
fence of a change of discipline ? Can your 
Lordship say, that if the residence of the 
clergy, the erection of churches, the building 
of glebe-houses, and the increase in the num- 
ber of curates, shall be proportionate in the 
coming twenty years, to what they have been 
in those which have past, that any thing will 
remain which the most sanguine reformers 
could desire to have amended. And suppose 
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there is only the most distant chance of rain- 
ing what your Loidship dedares you only 
wish to amend, is it not wiser to be satisfied 
with prospectiTC but certain adyantages, than 
to endeavoor to bound into perfection, with 
the chance of precipitating die whole Esta- 
blishment into destraction ? 



NINTH LETTER. 



My Lord, 

The curates of the Church in 
Ireland hold a prominent place in your Lord- 
ship's speech. We shall in this Letter inves* 
tigate every circumstance connected with them, 
with impartiality and precision. And I beg, 
my Lord, you will remember, that the contro- 
versy regarding the pecuniary provision of the 
clergy, originated not with me. The higher 
motives that direct young men in entering 
into the holy priesthood, are extraneous from 
Ithe present question. Those motives did not 
engage your Ix>rdship's scrutiny, nor shall they 
mine. 

It may not be unworthy of remark, that' the 
curate is as well, or better paid than any gen- 
tleman on his entrance into any other profes- 
sion. Before I conclude, I shall prove that 
bis promotion is as rapid, and I hope to afford 
satisfactory evidence, that he obtains it more 
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speedily, than persons of the same rank in the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, in the Ge- 
nevan, or German Churches, or even in Eng- 
land. Is the curate not as well paid as the 
ensign or lieutenant in the army ? What law- 
yer or physician enters at once upon the re- 
ceipt of the same income ? Almost in all cases 
he obtains promotion as soon as the ensign 
becomes a captain, or a barrister, or medical 
practitioner secure a reasonable competence. 
And this I positively aver, and challenge & 
contradiction of the statement, that no instance 
can be produced of a curate who has distin- 
guished himself either as a parochial minister; 
as a preacher of the Gospel, or as a learned 
divine, who has not, after a few years, become 
a beneficed clergyman. Nay more, in some 
cases, to my own knowledge, preferment has 
been offered, by more thati one Bishop, to in- 
dividuals such as I have described. So anx^ 
ions are the heads of our Church to introduce 
into their dioceses men of piety unA talents, 
that at the annual examinatidnB held in the 
Dublin University, for persons preparing for 
holy orders, by Dr. Elrington, the very learned 
and truly exemplary Professor of Divinity, whom 
I am proud to'call my friend, it is not unusual for 
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the dignitaries of the Church to attend. On 
these occasions they tender curacies to those 
who most distinguish themselves. This cer- 
tainly implies a promise of promotion in due 
time. I have known instances where three 
distinct offers of this nature have been made^ 
by different bishops, to one individual, without 
interest, or any introduction, or solicitation 
having been employed. 

Of the curates, your Lordship thus speaks : 
^ the good man of the parish was left to drudge 
*^ through his duties fJt a pitiful stipend, not 
^ sufficient to procure the deoendes of life for his 
'^ family.*' If gentlemai, on entering the sa- 
cred office, are awaie<^ the rate of income which 
the law has provided for them, what is the 
meaning of your Lordfi^ip^s words ? The law 
has fixed the salary of a curate at £75 late 
currency, <»r at l£89 48. 74d. present currency, I 
shall prove that this law is almost universally 
adhered to with rigorous exactness ; nay more, 
that the cases are very numerous, when a vastly 
greater income than any authority can compel 
the beneficed clergy to give, is generously be- 
stowed by them on their curates. 

But the law has done much more than ap- 
pointing the salary, in ordinary instances, at 

I2 
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£75 Irifib; for it kas provided, that ^ if the 
*^ benefice in i?hich a curate is engaged, be 
" of the value of £80, or £100, or £120, be 
'^ shall enjoy, in case of the non-residence of 
^^ the incumbent, the whole receipts of the pa- 
^^ risb, with the glebe-house and garden/' 

Again, if the value of the benefice be £400 
or upwards, and under similar circumstances 
as just mentioned, the ordinary may allot to 
the curate £I50 per annum. This law is acted 
on with punctuality and decision by the Bi- 
shops, as will appear by a ref^enee to the ta- 
ble of the curates' salaries, to which I shall 
presently call your Lordship's attention. 

Thus your Lordship is again placed in the 
awkwturd position of proposing as subjects for 
legislative interference, matters which have 
been long ago decided. While your Lord- 
ship dreams about reform,' tlte amendment 
has taken place. It is evident that when, 
this subject was first mentioned at the lay sy-. 
nod) the law which remedied every abuse of 
Hvhich you complained, was totially unknown to 
all.th^ members of this convocation. But this 
is only a repetition of the ignorance which 
was displayed oil the Subject of unions, and of 
the law9 which (QtaQy annihilated the power 
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of cieating them, though the corruption of 
ihe hiecarcby was as foul as jour Lordship's 
animated descviptiou of their abandonment of 
all moral principle. 

But your Lordship appears to delight in 
legal speculations, which have been deprived 
of all doubtful tendencies, by being reduced 
to fixed enactments. It certaiply is. strange, 
that;yott should propose so many things as 
aeqessary to be done, which have been already 
effected. If I ever indulged in a satirical 
:tone,I might truly say, that really your Lord- 
<ship appears to have very frequently fidlea 
^leep in the House of Lords, for you s^em 
to have been perfectly unconscious of many 
.evils having been removed* With all the 
zeal of a reformer, and all the recondite erudi- 
tion of a legislator, you mourn over irregula- 
rities and suggest their removal. You speak 
of abuses as existing in frightful turpitude, 
aud as if no legal restraint were procured for 
their correction^ although the law had grap- 
pled with the evil, and nearly extinguished it. 

Thus your Lordship deplores that clergy- 
men should be employed as agents; but where 
are they so employed ? In the year 1824, a law 
was passed to prohibit, in the most peremptory 
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manner, a clergyman from engaging in any 
secular occupatioGti. This law contains these 
words, ^ such clergymen are prohibited from 
^^ acting as treasurer of any county, or agent, or 
" factor of any estate, or engaging in any trade 
*^ or dealing for gain, or profit, or dealing'in any 
*^ goods, by buying, or sellteg iti any market, 
^' fair, or other place^ under pain," &c. Yet 
your Lordship fi^eaks as if in despite of this 
law, the practice is continued. If any exam^ 
pies Can be produced of an infrmgement of 
it, why have they not been sp^cifiadi Witk 
three diocesed I am intimately acquainted, 
and there is not one clergyman, in any of them> 
acting as agent, or in any manner disobeying 
this statute. Nay, further, I am acquainted 
with several instances in which persons so em^ 
ployed before the passing of this act, have 
now ceased to be thus engaged. 

At the commencement of this Letter, I 
promised to prove that the, cwatea in Ireland 
are promoted as rapidly as other persons gene*- 
rally succeed in the various professions they 
may select. I trust, since your Lordship has 
xmdertaken the advocacy^ the junior. clergy» 
that you are aware of a rettttn of thfe ut^ne- 
ficed curates of the Established Church in the 
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several dioceses in IielaQd) specifyingp the 
number of yeftrs dming which they have so 
c^ciatedy and the amount of the salary and 
allowances whioh they have each received. 
This retam wa» made to the House of Com-* 
mens in 14fi8« The report contained in it. 
was made on Uie authority, and with the cog<^ 
nizance of the Bishops. In the month of 
April, in die year 18S&, it was printed ; there* 
fore we cannot expect accurate information^ 
^ to the entere number of curates appointed 
in that yeuv I shall now arravige a'taUe of 
the curates for the ten preceding years, and 
then make some observations oU' the infonaa^ 
ticQ it affords. I shall- be nracb disappointed 
if your Lordship wiU not derive great satis^. 
faction from* it, although you be thi^s compel- 
led to recaU your reproaches^ against the Bi-^ 
shops for the disposid of their patvonage. 



Date of Appoidftneiit to Ooraoies. 



18U 



|lS19| 



1S20 



IQSl 



1829 



1828 1824 



182d 



1826 



18271B28 



Namber who now remain of those appointed in each Yeart 



31 



16 



to %0 \ S4 



40 



68 



65 



101 



108 



44 
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NoW| my Lord, on what^ principle will 
you aeeount for the rast increase in the ap-^ 
pointment of curates sinoe the year 1 824 ? How: 
will your Lordship explain the extraordinary 
facti that of all the curates- who hadheen ap- 
pointed in 1818, there are in all the dioceses 
in Lreland but twen ty-^ne bow remaining ; that 
there are sixteen of those who had been ap- 
pointed in the year 1819, and but twenty of 
those appointed in 182Q ? 

Again^ how did the vacancies occur which 
produced the great number of nominations to 
curacies in the last four yeajps? Was itsot by pre- 
ferments hating been given to the curates of the 
earlier years ? Thisonly can accountfor the small 
number remaining of such as had been ori- 
ginally appointed in those years, and also, for 
the great number in the later years. Can your 
Lordship otherwise explain, why the number 
in the earlier years, in this table, is so small, 
and in the latter years, so large ? The only re- 
fuge from the natural conclusion to be drawn 
from this table is, that there were but twenty* 
one persons originally nominated to curacies 
in 1818, and but sixteen in the year 1819. But 
this ihirmise would drive your Lordship into 
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the prepoateroits conclasioO} tbflt in some^Dio- 
ceses, in those years, not a sipgle Qurate.was 
appointed* For the uumber of the curates 
mentioned in the table, for the years. 1818, 
1819, ISiOy 1822, in nio one year is equal to 
the number of dioceses. Thereibra this sup- 
position is too absurd for your Lordship. • * 

Your Lordship will observe, that if the pa- 
tronage of the Bishops had been disposed of, 
as you unequivocally, but uicorrectly state it 
to have been, among their own kindred and fa- 
voured friends, without any regard to their me- 
rits, there is no way that J can conjecture 
' of accounting for the numerous appointments 
: in the four or five last years, unless by the sup- 
position, that all the curates in the Church in 
Ireland are the sons and relations of the Bi- 
shops* This is,< also, too absurd a ^calculation 
, for. your Lordship. . Tlieiefore, I am justified 
in stating that the number of the curates in 
the earlier dates is diminished, beciause persons 
who had been . a{>poiQted in these respective 
years, were prpmoted in the later years from 
. the different dioceses. This accounts for the 
; number from 1824 to 1827 appearing so large, 
' because so ^many new curates were required to 

i3 
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fill the vacanaies^ whi^ tfacb idrtttoate prode- 
cefisors had catised. 

Your Lordship cannot hat account the al- 
most regularly graduating soale which this ta- 
ble presents, a just criterion ci the impartiality 
of the Bishops. 

Of the curates appointed In 1819, there remain 16, 
Do. do. IdSO, do, 90, 

Po. do. 1891, do. 90» 

Do. do. ISaa, do. ^4, 

Po. do. 1893, do. . 40^ 

Do. do. 1824, do. 68. 

This can be accounted for only on the 
grounds of the Bishops making the number of 
years a curate has been employed one of the 
reasons, upon which his promotion is to pro- 
ceed. 

I shall close these observations with the 
relation of a fact. In less than seven years^ 
the Bishop of Ferns has promoted fifteen cu- 
rates to livings varying from ifilSO to £600 a 
year, with not one of whom^ previous to his 
appointment to the See of Ferns, his Lordship 
had the least acquaintance^ And, my Lord, 
some of these appointments occurred while one 
of his nephews, in another diocese^was in pes- 
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sension o£ a benefice fal^, tuferiw. to mirny oi 
those he bestowed on stMoigarSt and while 
another, to thn hour, aooiixnitm a curate* 

With resjiect to. the psjaneot of the* curates 
I shall, in the first places pisesent your Loi^ 
ship with a return of the curates in Engkoid, 
in 1811, and those of Ireland, in 1828. Your 
Lordship has but one escape from the satisfac- 
tory representatiofo^ that this table will pre- 
sent. You may say the licenses from which the 
amount of salaries is extiacted, are forgeries. 
Now, my Lord, is it probable, that any incum- 
bent, though he were immoral, or grasping, or 
covetous, would subject himself to the influence 
of a law, which declares,'^ Aat notwithstanding 
" the payment and acceptance in pursuance of 
'^ any contract or agreement of any sum less 
'^ than the sum specified^ or any receipt or dis- 
^ charge; the curate, or his personal represen- 
'^ tatives, shall be and iremain entitled to, the 
*^ full amount of what shall remain unpaid of 
'^ the stipend speicified in the license, with 
** treble costs, and may be claimed l)j the re- 
'* presentatives of any eorate, twdve months 
'' afrer his death.*^ 

Though the incumbent were as depraved 
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as you havd represented the generality of the 
clergy to be, wicked peoi^e are usually cun* 
ning. Therefore, thoi]^ he might calculate on 
the good faith of the curate, could he rely on 
the forbearance of his widow and children ? 



AHowaoce to the Cantes b Eng 
land, taken from the Bbhopi' 
Retanis in 1811. 



£ £ Curates 

-Above 10 tnd under 20, 45 

20 SO, 191 

30 40, 428 

40 . 50, SIS 

Tote] of oaraciei under 50/. 997 

£ £ 

Above 50 and ander 60, 293 

60 70, 907 

Total of onracies under 70/. 500 

£ £ 

Above 70 and under 80, 144 

80 90, 51 

90 100, 7 

100 110, 41 

110 ISO, 4 

247 

1 curacy of - 250 

3 — - - 975 

17 curates who enjoy the en- 
tire income. 
1 — - - I do. 



Allowance to Curates in Ireland, 
taken from the Bidhops' Re- 
toms in 1828. 



£ 


£ Cmraiea 


Above 10 and under SO None* 


20 


30 None* 


30 


40 


4 


40 


50 


3 


Total under 502. 


, ^ 


7 


£ 


£ 




Above 50 and under 60 


24 


60 


70 


9 


Tota) under 701. 


_ 


33 


Above 80 and under 90 


'23 


90 


lOO 


25 


100 


110 


27 


110 


130 


19 


At 


75 424 


* 


140 


1 




160 


10 




180 


5 




200 


1 


. 


210 


2 




230 


3 




260 


4 


' 


300 


1 


An entire parisbi 


- 


i 



676 
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All those curacies in Irekmd under £75, 
are either assistants to incumbents, on a very 
moderate benefice, or masters to schools; in 
some instances these assistants are paid by the 
Bishops in order to allow aged or infirm clergy- 
men to enjoy their whole income. 

With respect to the return from England, 
it should be remembered, that it presents the 
state of the Church previous to tlie ^^ Earl of 
'^ Harrowby's Bill, for the better support and 
*' maintenance of the Stipendary Curates in 
'^ 1813/* All the evils it presents are now, 
' most probably, -tedressed. But the comparison 
of the two Churches, the years between the 
returns being so few, is highly creditable to 
the dignitaries, and appears to annihilate all 
your Lordship's objections. . 

Besides the number 676, specified in the 
table, it appears that in the diocese of Arma|^ 
there were several curacies vacant at the time 
the return was made. In the dioceses of 
Cork and Ross it is stated, '^ there are several 
^^ other clergymen, who officiate as curates in 
*^ different parishes of these dioceses, the names 
** or salaries of whom are not known to the 
*• registrar,** 
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In tlie diocese of Cloyne, it is stated, ^^ be- 
'' sides the curates mentioned^ there are seven 
^ other curates in litis diooese, who have small 
** benefices.'^ 

In the diocese of Waterfoxd there are 
thirteen curates who have benefices, and there- 
fore are not given in the return of curates, 
th ough they officiate^ as such. 

In the diocese of Dublizi, the report of 
1819 mentions eleven chapels, the chaplains 
of which are licensed by the Archbishop. 
These are not in the return of curates in 1828. 
Besides these, the report states, '^ there ar^e 
<^ many other chapels attached to public in- 
*^ stitntions in Dublin and its vicinity, and to 
'^ which the public occasionally resort lor di- 
** vine worship." 

These statements I make to justify my 
fonner calculation, that the curates in Irelimd 
amount to seven hundred and fifty, which, fiur 
many reasons, I believe to be under, their 
number. 

I have now fulfilled the promise which I 
made in the commencement of this Letter, I 
ftve proved, that the curates in the Church in 
Ireland secure a respectable competmce as 
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8oon, or sooner than persons entering other 
professions, and that their payment far ex- 
ceeds the remuneration that had been allotted 
to the clergy in England of the same rank in 
1811. 

Wishing to give your Lordship credit for 
the sincerity you express for the maintenance 
of the Established Church, I hope I do not 
presume, in congratulating your Lordship on 
the production of testimony so creditable to 
the hierarchy, and explanatory of the true 
situation of Hxe curates in Ireland. 
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My Lord, 

Ik consequence of the want of 
cfaorcheSy and the paucity of mimsters, from 
the corrapt administration of the Bishops and 
the profligate neglect of the sacred duties of 
the Clergy, the natural inference for your 
Lordship to make, is thus put forward, ^^ was 
^^ it then to be wondered at, that thousands 
'^ upon thousands had divei^ed from the Esta- 
*^ blishment and joined themsdves to Dissen- 
^* ters and Roman Catholics.^' 

It is much more easy to pronounce an ac- 
cusation than to refute it« One of the. mis- 
fortunes attendant upon truth is, that erro- 
neous allegations are credited for many causes, 
which do not always attend the annunciation 
of facts. Boldness of assertion, and zealons- 
ness of manner, are not the infrequent help- 
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mates in the diffusion of false statements. 
And the natoral depravity of the human heart 
to pursue what is wrongs in preference to what 
is rights seduces many to cling even obstinately 
to error. This is as true in other matters, as 
on the subject of i^Ugion. Therefore, though 
to the sober-minded, arguments in vindication 
of truth niay be more convincing than the de- 
luding supports of what . is opposed to it, yet 
it is an undoubted &oty that with the bulk of 
mankind, the labcmr is more easy to propagate 
falsehood' Aan: truth. 

Many pefsons have read your Lordship!^ 
statemiitjt with respect to the decrease of Pro- 
tesiaats in Ireland, who may never perue^ 
these piiges. But I have no hesitati<m in de- 
claring, that as lur.as Ireland is concerned, tb/e 
members of the Established Church have in- 
creased, instead of being diminished, by thou- 
sands upon thousands. I do not despair, my 
Lord, of converting you to my opinion, unless 
you be obstinately indined to disbelieve every 
thing that may raise the Irish clergy beyond 
the influence of your Lordship's slander. 

The evidence I shall exhibit, will detail tl^ 
comparative population of Protestants and Bo- 
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man Catholies, for may years. The ratio 
they hofe to each other, oqe hundred and fifty 
years ago, atill remains nearly the 8aine> and 
whatever variatioa has ocoiirred, is in favour of 
the increase of Protes<iant&« 

Before we proceed, allaw me to refute aQ 
argument advanced by the. 4efamers of the 
ministers of the Cbtaieh^ in support of their 
allegation, that our congiegationa are dimi- 
nished. It can be proved by those who are 
desirous of exculpating the clergy horn ne* 
gleet, that Protestants bear the same pijopoic*^ 
ti<m to Roman Catholica as fopsaevly. This 
proof, however, it is said, is rnisatisfaetory, 
oince it does not exhibil; the relatinre number 
of the members of the Establishment as dis* 
tinguished from Dissenters, and those of the 
Church of Rome. 

In the first place, my Lord, when an ac- 
cusation is made, which it is necessary to se- 
move, we must use the only means we possess^ 
There are no doeumMts in existence, till of 
very late years, that describe the numbers of 
the Protestants of the Established Church* 
But your Lordship^s observation, that they 
have decreased, is not dierefore more correct. 
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though the difficulty of disproving it, is greater. 
All the authorities that can be produced, give 
the relative proportion of the ProtestaDts ge^ 
nevally, and Roman Catholics. Yet, with t^is 
difficulty before us, we may be enabled to as* 
certain with accuracy, that there has been no 
diminution of the congregations of the mi- 
nisters of the Established Church. My axga^ 
ment is this. If I shall succeed in estaUish- 
ing that, for the last hundred and fifty years, 
the Protestant population in IreUmd has main-^ 
tained the same proportion to the Roman Ca- 
tholics, I shall have removed one part of your 
Lordship's stigma from the clergy. For thus, 
it is evident, that it is not to the Church of 
Rome, that converts have been made from the 
members of the Established Chnrch. But the 
establishment of this fact, will lead to more im- 
portant results, than the single advantage 
which at first view it presents to the mind. It 
will, my Lord, supply the xneani» of confuting 
the other division of your repfoaoh, namely, 
that our people have divei^ed to the Dis* 
senters. For, we have seen, that the Fro* 
testants of the EstabHshment have not become 
members of the Roman Catholia Church. 
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Now, how hjas this efi!^t been produced, ot 
Tatber, how has this apoataey been preventtid? 
Sorely we cannot £nd a sufficient reason in the 
IC^us of Popery*. I am nowi speaking of the 
great osta^s of the pei^le. To the natural pro- 
pensitaes of the human heavt, the Church of 
Rome presents the most captirating seductions- 
Its system of selJS-atosiei^nt, and the specious 
charms of its ^Woluntary humility,^' are most 
ctmgenial to the .mind of man* Yet, ^with all 
these induoementsi the vigilance and active 
exertions .of the pastors of the EstabUsbe^i 
Church have succeeded in obvia^iig the temp- 
jtation to dc^fect^on, which those induceiiven^ 
suggest. If| then, the supennteoding care of 
the parish ministers, protect their flock frcmi an 
alliance with a religion possessed of such al- 
lurements to withdraw. th^n from the, truth, 
how mucb more must the saiiie exertions de- 
tain. them, from an association with a religion, 
which does vpt possess those allurements in 
the same4egree ? If the vigilance of the shep- 
herd preserve his sheep from wandering into 
pleasant pastures, will not the same vigilance 
effectually guard them, against straying into 
less invitiog folds? 
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TbiB view of the question affords such a 
presamptive proof in favour of the diligenee of 
the Established Cleigy, that we have just 
grounds to stand on ouv defence. We, there^ 
fore, demand the production of evidence in 
iuppoxt of your Lordship *8 assertion, at least 
as powerful in its vindication, as we advance 
to refute it* If, therefore, we shall prove, that 
mir coQgrejg^tiens have not passed over to the 
Boman Catholic religion, which is the most 
seductive to those who are neglected, we re^ 
quire some tangiUe testimony, that the Pro- 
testant dissenters have made inroads on the 
Church. 

Now, my Lord, I shall bring forward my 
proofs, that the Protestant population in Ire- 
liind, bean the same proportion in the present 
time, to the Boman Cathdies, a^ they did one 
hundred and fifty years ago. 

In the year 1072, Sir William Petty states,' 
that ^^ the Roman Catholics were to the Pro-* 
^* testants, in the proportion of ei^ht U> three, 
**or,as2|:L" 



See Sir Wm. Pe^^'s Political AoMUmj, p. S. 1672. 
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In the year 1735, a calculation was made 
from the bills of mortality/ which estimated 
the proportion of Roman Catholics to Pro- 
testants as nine to four, or, as 2^ : 1. 

In the year 1736, a calculation was made 
from the number of Protestant and Roman 
Catholic fftmilies in Ireland in the years 1732 
and 1733,^ by which it i^peared that the pro* 
portion of the Roman Catholic population to 
the Protestant, was precisely the same as in the 
first instance; that is, as 2f : 1. 

In the year 1792, the Roman CaAolie c<m- 
vention stated, and at the time, the calculation 
was considered a great exaggeration in their 
own &vour, that the Roman Catholics were to 
the Protestants, as 3 : 1. 

With these facts before us, we may ap^ 
proach the present times. The accuracy of 
Mr. Foster's tables^ is getneraUy acknowledged. 



' See the accoDBti of the badaliand ohristeoings of Dobllo 
for seven yean, bj Wm. Malhallen, Registrar, p. 18. 

' See the " Abstract of Protestaot and Popish families in 
If elend, with ^bserrations thereon/* p. 12., Doblin, ITSC. 

' See Mr. Foster's Examination before the Lord's Committee, 
p. 105, octavo edition. 
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at least no previociB computation is built on 
such certain data. He gives the detail of the 
Protestant population from the returns made 
by the cleigy of the Established and Roman 
Catholic Churches. He estimates the correct 
proportion of Boman Catholics to Protestants, 
to be as 3§ : 1. 

Thus, my Lord, all the calculations we 
faaTe examined, allhough embracing a period 
of nearly one hundred and fifty years, almost 
precisely coincide. 

But your Lordship may not be content 
with this evidence ; nor am I, because I can 
confirm it by Roman Catholic authorities. 

In 1824, the Roman Catholic Clergy made 
returns of tlie entire Protestant population 
in Irdund. Its amount was in that year. 
l,96a,487. Now, my Lord, in Dr. Burke's 
** HibemiaDominicaiia,^" it is mentioned, that 
a census of the Protestants was made in the 
year I7S1. Their amount in that year was 
700,453. Thus, one Roman Catholic authority, 
confirmatory of another Roman Catholic autho- 



1 p. 2S. £4iU Ckaon. Ag^ip. 1702. 
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rity states, that the iocreaae in the Protestant 
population in Irdand, has, in the course of 
ninety-three years, been nearly ;trebled. 

If your Lordship or any Roman Catholic 
may have felt unwilling to credit the testimo- 
By of Mr, Foster, who can resist, on points 
connected with the interests of Protestantism, 
the evidence of Dr. Burke ? 

But, my Lord, information, even more sa- 
tisfactory than I have yet adduced, can be 
appealed to in favour of the increase of the 
Protestant population. The Roman Catholic 
convention in 1792 acknowledged, that the 
proportion of Roman Catholics to Protestants 
was three millions to one million. Again, in 
the year 1824 the returns of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Priests stated the Protestant population 
to be, 1,963,487, and that of the Roman Ca- 
tholLcs to have been 4,980,209. Hence, from 
a comparison of these two statements, both 
made by Roman Catholic authorities, it ap- 
pears, that in thirty-two years the Protestant 
population has been nearly doubled ; a pro- 
portion far exceeding the increase of Popery. 
In other words, the Roman Catholic popula- 
tion increased in this period nearly in the ratio 
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of five to three, while the Protestant popula- 
tion advanced, in the same period, in the pro- 
portion of six to three. And here I beg to 
repeat, that it may not escape your Lordship's 
observation, that I have proved the superior 
advance of the Protestant above the Popish 
interests, by authorities directly hostile to 
those interests ; that I have used the evidence 
of Roman Catholics not only against the Pro- 
testants, but in favour of themselves; and 
that therefore the inference to which they 
lead, is of all others, least liable to cavil, 
or dispute. At the same time, I do not feel 
that it is incumbent on me to vouch for the 
accuracy of the calculations made by these 
Roman Catholics. I* have used them to re- 
move all objections against the production of 
the testimony of Protestants on this subject. 
The result has been far from injurious, to 
the character of the ministers of our Esta- 
blishment, and amply sufficient to overturn 
your Lordship's statement. Unless, therefore, 
stronger evidence be advanced in support o{, 
your position, it is, surely, more safe and con- 
sistent to repose our trust in the testimony 
I have brought forward,' and the inferences 

K 
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to be derived from it, than in your Lordship's 
vague and unsupported assertions. 

Thus, then, mj Lord, it appears, that so 
far from Protestantism being on the decline, 
it still preserves, at least, the condition in 
which it originally stood in relation to its 
great opponent. Indeed, there are strong 
grounds for insisting, that its interests have 
considerably advanced; much stronger than 
your Lordship has for supporting the opposite 
conclusion. 

To the statements already made, much 
may be added, to convince the mind that 
Protestantism is on the increase in Ireland. 
For though labottrii^ under many disadvan- 
tages, over which our clergy have no con- 
trol) large deductions are annually made 
from the mass of Protestant society, yet the 
relative proportion is still more than pre- 
served. How can your Lordship account for 
this fttct, except upon the calculation that 
many silently come over to the Establishment, 
and thui^ supply the unavoidable vacancies 
which are caused by the present situation of 
our country ? The Church in Ireland is thus 
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subjected to many evils^ which, however she 
may deplore, she can by no energy remove, 
or even dimmish. 

Consider, my Lord, how large a propor- 
tion of our Protestant aristocracy and gentry 
reside in England, How few the Roman Ca- 
tholics of the same grade whD imitate this 
national apostacy ? The void thus left in 
most of our rural parishes, is supplyed by a 
servile gentry, ambitious of a rank, to which 
they are not entitled, and untrained to the 
high feelings which ennobled descent confers. 
Thus raised to an artificial eminence, they 
seek to acquire by subserviency to popular 
inclinations, that unwilling homage which 
even a peasant^s pride hesitates to yield, ex- 
cept to those who are highly bom. Thus, our 
new gentry in Ireland, who, in their original 
and appropriate rank, would be esteemed as 
fanners, become gentlemen by bartering their 
conscience for popularity, and the patrons of 
Roman Catholic interests, by their appetite 
for adulation, which die stiff independence of 
Protestants refuses to observe. This accounts 
for the democratic complexion which society 
in Ireland is so rapidly asisuming. In the 

K 2 
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almost total secession of our aristoci:a4;y from 
their native laad^ the ill^itimfite heirs of 
their authority^ in a anistakeu; ambition, to 
be lords of their neighbourhood, become the 
slaves of the people. Tb^e. rustif, ,^g^sla- 
tors are often, too, tb.e agents of Qur*. absent 
nobles. The .latter, tp silene^ t^ outcry 
of popular odium against the. abandQnm<^t of 
their country, adopt the cant and set phrase of 
a patriot's vocabulary, and instruct their criQg- 
ing representatives to caress the p^eople and 
espouse their interests, Thus^ ^.uthority and 
personal inclination coriduct our iie\srnfledged 
patricians into the adoption of opinions inimir 
cal to the diffusion or establishment of Pro- 
testant interests* As in America, where the 
most insignificant election of the lowest bailiff 
has a relative bearing ^pon the most important 
affairs of the nation, so in Ireland^ where demo- 
cracy is advancing with gigantic strides, every 
thing that is projected, every thing that is to 
be debated, all ixieasm-es of parochial advan- 
tage, 4?r of county utility, are only pursued. to 
their attainment, when popularity i^ the aim, 
and the aggrandisement of a par];y fh^ ei)d ^ 
these short-sighte4 speculatqri^. . 
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Consider also, my Lord, how many of our 
public officers have been transferred to Lon- 
don ; how few of these are Roman Catholics ? 
How many Protestants, from their adventurous 
spirit and better education emigrate to Ameri- 
ca; how few of the. Roman Catholics, if we 
keep in recollection their numerical superiority, 
desert their native land. Besides, the Protes- 
tant cannot, and from great experience among 
the lower orders, I know he does not, feel in 
Ireland, as a free-bom citizen ought to feel to 
the country which gave him birth. While every 
association derived from history, and imprinted 
more deeply by daily occurrences, tends to 
rivet the affections of Roman Catholics to this 
island. On the contrary, every event of former 
times, and every incident of the present, -unite 
in discouraging the attachment of Protestants 
to their native soil. 

Consider also, my Lord, the number of 
Roinan Catholics who intermarry with Protes- 
tants, and in some instances become converts*. 
Under all the disadvantages I have enume- 
rated, under the diligent persecution which 
our Church, almost on all hands, has endured ; 
yet by the universally active exertions of the 
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clergy 9 the proportion of Protestants to Roman 
Catholics remains, in the present moment, the 
same it was one hundred and fifty years i^o ; 
and if there be any change in this proportion^ 
it leans to an increase of our people. 

Unless your Lordship can summon to your 
assistance stronger ieucts than these, surely 
you will join with me in saying, there never 
was a body of clergy more maligned than the 
ministers of the Established Church, yet there 
never were men who deserved more to be ex- 
tolled. There never was a time when they 
have been more slandered, yet there never 
was a period of our history when they deserved 
it less. 

Though these Letters have extended to a 
length far beyond what I originally supposed, 
my feelings do not permit me to leave un- 
touched any one charge your Lordship has 
made against the ministers of the Establish- 
ment. I, therefore, am compelled to speak 
on the subject of education in this country. 
I should wish to recur to the earlier pe- 
riods of our history, to show the utter des- 
titiition of the people as to this point. But 
time does not permit me. I shall, therefore. 
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refer your Lordship to Spenser's View of 
the State of Ireland, the Correspondence of 
Sir H. Sidney, arad partienlarly to the nume- 
rous letters of the Earl of Strafford to Arch- 
bishop Laud, and pass at once to the com- 
mencement of the present century. 

In the years 1800 and 1803 reports of the 
state of education in Ireland were fiirnished 
from two hundred and two parishes, in diffe- 
rent parts of the country, in order that some 
general conception might be formed upon the 
subject From these reports it was calculated, 
that not one^third of the population was taught 
even to read. In the diocese of Cork only 
one-fifth part were in course of instruction. 
Even then, my Lord, this country was pecu- 
liarly notorious for ignorance ; and modern 
improvements have not yet effectuated her dis- 
enthralment from error. In consequence of 
the extreme poverty of the parents in general, 
and of the almost total want of any fixed pro- 
vision or residence for a teacher, it is stated 
in these early reports, that no encouragement 
was presented to induce properly qualified 
persons to undertake the office. ' Accordingly it 
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appearedythat schoolmasters were generally iti- 
nerant, exercising their functions '^ in the first 
bam that afforded shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather, and living from honse to house 
among the parents of their respective scholars. 
The support derived from their employment 
was so scanty, that they were obliged to resort 
to other occupations; and from the general 
ignorance that prevailed, they were frequently 
induced to become secretaries to treasonable 
societies.'' 

It is almost unnecessary to remark the fa- 
cility thus afforded of disseminating rebellious 
principles, when the secretaries to treasonable 
associations were the instructors of the chil- 
dren, and the companions of the parents of 
the lower orders in Ireland. 

The report of 1800 remarks, ^^ the descrip- 
tion of the persons to whom the education of 
the poor is committed accounts in a great mea- 
sure for the strange prejudice which has ex- 
isted against the utility of instruction among 
the lower orders ; and it will no longer excite 
surprise, that such a class of men were found 
to be fit instruments to disseminate among the 
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lower classes the pernicious doctrines of seep- 
tioism, trdasbn, and rebellion.^' 

The 'books in universal circulation were 
described as having the most immoral ten- 
dency, serving only ^^ to inflame the passions, 
" to inspire a lore of wild and lawless adven- 
'* ture, and inculcate principles subversive of 
" religion and virtue." And, Iny Lord, be 
pleased to remember these words, ** at present 
there is scarce a Bible to be bought in the 
country." 

Such is the description of the state of Ire- 
land a9 to education in 1800 and 1803. These 
reports were furnished to the '^ Association 
for Discountenancing Vice," which, though 
originally estoJblished by a few pious laymen, 
was at this time directed by the Bishops and 
clergy of the Established Church. At this 
period^ and for many years subsequently, there 
was not 091^ religious society of any kind in 
this coanljry; Therefore, to this association is 
to be attributed the undivided praise of origi- 
nating> and commencing a system of national 
instruetion. The great capital object they pro- 
posed to. themselves, was, in their own lan- 
guage, ^^ to make effectual provision that no 

k3 
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*' cabin, no house in the whole kingdom, in 
*^ which there is a single person that can read, 
" shall be destitute of the Holy Scriptures.'* 

Now, my Lord, let us learn what this as- 
sociation proposed as suitable and efficient 
means* to remove the moral darkness in which 
Uiey found their country buried. As I pro- 
ceed, your Lordship will not fail to observe, 
that all the credit bestowed ^^ on ' those pious 
persons,'' whom you love to contra-distinguish 
from the Bishops and the generality of the 
clergy, as if the former had been the founders 
of many of the modem societies, is entisely 
due to those, from whom your Lordship 
substracts all commendation. This Assoda^ 

* 

tion undertook, and earned into execution, 
all the following plans. Having given a tone 
to public feeling, and aroused the energy of 
the nation to the attainment of its own pros- 
perity, they left divided among numexous so- 
cieties which have since arisen, a partition 6£ 
their labours and their plans. 

1. The distribution of the Bible at reduced 
, prices. 

2. The establishment of schools in the 
most uninstructed parts of Ireland. 
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3. The donations of premiums to country 
school-masters. 

4. The establishment of a seminary for 
school-masters and parish clerlra. 

5. The enforcing the strict observance of 
th^ Sabbath. 

6. The translation of the Scriptures into 
the Irish language. 

7. A house of reform for the criminal poor. 

8. The institution of Sunday schools. 

9. The distribution of tracts which have no 
controversial tendency. 

10. Hie establishment of spinning-schools. 

11. Catechetical examinations of the chil- 
dren all over Ireland in the Scriptures. 

Were all these mere speculative theories, 
unproductive of practical effects? No, my 
Lord, they carried every on6 of them into ope- 
ration. And though, after years of toil passed 
in this noble undertaking, they were forced to 
resign several departments of their plan to 
other societies, they were still the first to be- 
gin the work. Every society, of every kind 
in Ireland, at this moment, that proposes the 
religious prosperity and moral happiness of 
the people, as their object, found in the Asso- 
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ciation for Disoountenameuig Vice the model 
on which thej might hare formed^ and the 
example by which they might have gnided 
themselres, in their new design. 

If yottr Lordship will caU to mind the state 
of education in this country, wiien the Society 
entered on its occupation, and the changes in 
that particular which it now presents, you 
will, I think, be forced to confess, that to the 
Bishops and clergy of the Established Church, 
is Irelimd and your Lordship indebted for the 
regeneration that is visible to all eyes but 
yours, my Lord. Yes, this Association, as you 
will learn by reading its early reports, first 
established Sunday schools in Ireland. They 
commenced in the dioceses of Armagh and 
Dovm, that there might be no interference with 
.the labours of the children, who were occupied 
in the week days in the linen manufactories. 
In other districts, they set up spinning schools, 
and carried into ^^ecution their design of en- 
forcing the observance of the Sabbath. They 
extended their watchful snperintendauce, not 
only to the reform of the criminal law, but, by 
their assiduous devotion to their country's 
good, they succeeded in erecting a house of 
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reform for the eriminal poor, and built, or by 
their exertiofts caused to be built, three peni- 
tentiarieS) in connexion, and having the same 
object with the House of Industry. Are these, 
my Lord, tame and uninteresting occupations 
for Bishops and pastors ? In your Lordship's 
estimation, these works of charity and bene- 
volent love, are, perhaps, secular. It is one 
consolation, however, that they received the 
thanks of the ministers of the king. The pre- 
sent President of the Board of Trade, the 
Right Honourable Vesey Fitzgerald, was the 
medium through whom these laudatory con- 
gratulations, on the success of their exertions, 
were conveyed. 

Even here their labours did not terminate. 
What Bedell, with all his piety and zeal could 
not successfully carry into execution — what 
the learned Dn Sail, though patronized by the 
Dublin University, supported by the interest of 
Primate Marsh, and cherished by the concur- 
rent feelings and princely munificence of the 
illustrious Robert Boyle, could not accomplish, 
this Association, under the patronage of th^ 
Bishops, did triumphantly effect. The four 
Gospels, and Acts of the Apostles, were trans- 
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lated into the Irish language, and widely cir- 
culated through the country, and this in the 
year 1805, when the society had become as' it 
were, identified with the Church in Ireland. 

Now, my Lord, let us observe the admirable 
mode this Association adopted for national 
education, and the success which attended it. 
As it was impossible to remove the ignorance 
of the people, while the teachers were unable 
to instruct them, they began at the ' source of 
the evil, and established a seminary for the 
education of school-masters. If any candid 
observer travels through Ireland, and inspects 
the character, conduct, and manners of this 
very respectable class of persons, he must ac- 
knowledge, that there is scarcely an instance 
of one individual superintending the school of 
a parish minister, who is not almost blameless 
in his reputation^ Who, my Lord, has. con- 
tributed to this change? The Bishops and 
clergy of the Established Church, must be the 
reply. Remember the description of the 
teachers g^ven in the reports from two hun- 
dred and two parishes, and compare it with 
what your own observation must have pointed 
out, the high moral character of those who 
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have succeeded them in the present day. I ash 
you, my Lord, ought the result of this com* 
paxison to be the subject of censure on the 
Bishops ? 

Having provided suitable teachers, this As* 
sodation directed their attention, not to cities 
and large towns, nor to neighbottirboods blest 
with a resident gentry, but they erected their 
first school-houses in the most uninstructed 
parts of the land. 

The school-houses which they here erected, 
with the competent masters educated in their 
seminary for teachers, first gave a direction to 
the public mnd on the aubject, and laid the 
foundation for that system o! scriptural educa- 
tion, which in every instance, in which it has 
been adopted, has led to the most important 
and benefidal results. Independent of the 
other numerous schocds in Ireland, many of 
which are uMter the direct patronage of parish 
ministers, there are now three hundred and 
thirty in conneKion with this Association, con- 
taining twenty tibousaiul scholars. 

Besides the establishment of those schools, 
which have assumed and are possessed of, the 
properties of model schools throughout the 
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countiy, aaidby their ji^eiice, -completely have 
changed the eheracter bodi of teachets and 
chiUreDy they adopted anoiha? plan before un- 
known, and which no society with whose af«- 
fairs I am acquainted, has e^er yet pursued. 
Each clexgyman» besides the scripturcd exami- 
nation of the young people of his parish on 
the Sabbath, is enjoined to hold a week day 
lecture, when all the children are taught por* 
tions of the Scriptures, and of the liturgy and 
services of the Church. Annual examinations 
are held to ascertain the state of improvement 
of those who have attended for six previous 
months. In many instances, three, four, five 
hundred children are examined in one church. 
Frequently there are classes of twenty persons, 
whose examination embraces the entire Scrip- 
tures. On many occasions having been em- 
ployed as an examiner to decide 'their meritB, 
and to appropriate the premiums, I have no 
hesitation in declaring tbi^t their knowledge of 
the Bible has been often not only an <»bjecl of 
my sincere sat^jhctiozi, but ^ven -of my asto- 
nisbment» What trace, mj Lord, in. all the 
histc^ry of the. Church in,Ire)fH|d» ^wi.you dis*- 
covear oi ^ny^plan pi:<>pasing aad aeeuring^tfae 
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beneficial results that must, under the bless* 
ing of Providence, arise, not alone to the chil- 
dren, bat their parents, from these examixiations. 
But your Lordship will inquire, whether the 
Association has relaxed their exertions in a 
measure calculated to effect so much good? 
No, my Lord. From 1793 to 1806, the ave- 
rage number that attended these examinations, 
amounted only to seven hundred and seven. 
In last year, the number was thirty thousand, 
among whom were distributed three thousand 
and ninety-one premiums. I shall close these 
observations by stating that this Association 
has circulated at reduced prices, 128,115 Bibles, 
263,464 Testaments, 229,545 Prayer-books, and 
1,298,985 religious books. 

Such are the results of one religious society 
in Ireland. At the Union, my Lord, the school- 
masters were itinerant rebels, carrying to every 
cottage they visited, the evil passions that in- 
flamed their own hearts. The books they dis- 
tributed had only one effect, namely to inspire 
a love of wild and lawless adventure, and 
principles subversive of religion and virtue. 
There was not a Bible even to be purchased in 
the country parts of Ireland. At this time. 
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there was not one religioiEs soeiety in Ireland. 
The plan of the Association was projected a 
few years previous to 1800, and at the Union 
was completely under the government of the 
Bishops and clergy of the Established Church. 
Will your Lordship now say that they have 
neglected the education of the people, or ra- 
ther will you not acknowledge that all the so- 
cieties of late years founded for the circulation 
of the Bible ; for the establishment of Sunday- 
schools ; for the dissemination of the Scrip- 
tures in the Irish language; for the institution 
of spinning schools, and for the improvement 
of prison discipline, were unknown in this 
oountry till the Bishops and clei^ of the Es- 
tablished Church led the way, and set the 
bright example in the fonnation of aU diese 
numerous institutions^ and shewed by their 
example, what could be elected even in this 
benighted land. 

I had proposed to have entered more parti- 
cularly, had time permitted, on the subject of 
education. But I cannot part from it, without 
these few observations. Your Lordship knows 
that almost all the Sunday schools in Ireland 
are under the superintendence of the Protestant 
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clergy. The number in attendance at these 
schools on the first of January, 1829, was 
185,450. The schools connected with the Kil- 
dare-plaee Society are generally under the di- 
rection of Protestants. The number in these 
schools, at the same date, was 106,869. 

The numbers in attendance at the Associa- 
tion schools, which are all under the ministers 
of the Established Church, are 20,000. These 
numbers added together, make 312,250.- If 
your Lordship will compare these facts with 
the returns of the number of children in a 
state of education in England, under the pa- 
tronage of societies connected with the Esta- 
blished Church, and keep in your recollection 
the difference in the popidation of the two 
countries, the difficulties under which we la- 
boar, and the opposition made to all plans of 
education proposed by Protestants, I do not 
despair of having the pleasure of hearing your 
Lordship vaunting Che praises of the Clergy of 
the Church in Irelmod, for the unexampled in* 
dustry whkh characterises their attention to 
this all^mportant Bubjeet. 
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My Lord, 

I HAVE now estamined all the 
charges you have proclaimed against the 
Bishops and clergy of the Established Church. 
How far I have succeeded in their refutation, 
your Lordship^s conscience and. the public 
must decide* 

In the earlier part of these Letters, I stated 
that the success of the Reformation had been 
impeded by the hostility of the aristocracy. 
When the Church was defenceless, they plun- 
dered her patrimony, and then persecuted her 
ministers, to extinguish the power of resistance. 
Their posterity, who have inherited the spoils 
of their rapacity, have at the same time be- 
come heirs to their unholy opposition. We, 
the ministers of the Establishment, have, for a 
long season, without murmuring, submitted 
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to this deprivation of our property, and, what 
is more afflicting, certain obligations have 
descended with that property, the abandon* 
ment of which, by those on whom they have 
devolved, is charged on us. I shall not delay 
to inquire the cause of our unpublished suffer- 
ings, though I am sure it would have been 
wiser openly to have promulgated, than si- 
lently to endure them. But the design of this 
Letter points to n^ore important results. It is 
no lessy my Lord, than to furnish to you the 
most appropriate and very feasible means to 
redress all the evils you deplore. Before your 
Lordship commences an attack upon our 
Church Establishment, with the acknow* 
ledged 4esign of altering ib^e present appro? 
priation of her revenues, it is not only pru- 
dent, but just, to consideDr whether your pro* 
joets may be attained by an adherencef to the 
law, and a restitution to their or^^al channel, 
of a very large proportion of her property. If, 
therefore, I shall succeed in showing, that by 
enforcing tla^ obsen^anoe of th#- statutes in 
their original requirements, yonr Lordship 
will be enabled to ipsure-snccess'to your dcT 
sjg^, I need not say that it is more eoiisistent 
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with the character of a peer ol the realm to 
procure good by obeying the law, than to ha- 
zard the stability of the Chnrch by infringing 
it. 

Whatever may be the errors of the clergy, 
or the abuses in the Church, neither the feel- 
ings of the one, nor the character of the other, 
ought to labour under disadvantages to which 
they have in no wise contributed. If the 
Church be rich, and all the benefit which 
these riches may effect, be expected from her, 
either she ought to have the control over those 
means by which good is attainable, or, in the 
absence of this control, she should be unre- 
proved for their misapplication. When we 
are taunted with our wealth, who remembers 
how large a proportion of Church property is 
in the hands of laymen ? Wheir fiction enu- 
merates the thousands upon thousands of our 
Bishops, who recollects that nine-tenths of 
their income is in the possession of others ? 
When the unions of parishes are objected 
against us, as a disgraceful heaping together 
of riches, for the provision of Bishops* sons, 
will the libeller inform his auditory, that the 
revenues of such parishes are almost univer- 
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sally enjoyed by laymen ? When obloquy is 
thus disgorged for some sinister design, who 
will relate that these formations of unions be- 
came indispensable, from the iniquitous ap- 
propriation of the property of the Church, 
from the infraction of the agreement by which 
it is possessed, and from the sordid penury 
and faithless avarice of those who enjoy it 

To this species of property I solicit, your 
Lordship's attention, in the confident hope, 
that I can prove that the laws have provided 
means fully adequate to eonapel persons pos- 
sessed of tithes, to contribute to the support of 
a minister, in every parish whence they derive 
them* This much I am certain I shall suc- 
ceed in establishing, that they originally be* 
came possessed of thi& property, not only un* 
der the implied, but espress condition of such 
an obligation. If,, firom their lawful channel, 
so large a portion of ecclesiastical revepue has 
been permitted to be diverted, to restore it to 
its original and intended use cannot be con- 
sidered an Invasion of any acknowledged right. 

Before the Eefoormation, there were two 
orders of clergy in Ireland, the secular and re- 
gular, 'The secular were the pavochial minis- 
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ters, engaged in active service. The regulars 
reposed in indolent luxury in monasteries, and 
were called monks. The confused state of 
affairs in Ireland tended to make almost an- 
nual additions to their property and numbers. 
For the parochial clergy in every season of 
public inquietude, fled to the safe retreats of 
these monastic inBtitutions. The great num- 
bers that thus resorted to them, the vast 
wealth they possessed, and the multitudinous 
train of attendants and zealous devotees that 
were attracted to the haunts of holiness, 
contributed to render these happy mansions, 
asylums of safety. Whether the love of re- 
tirement, or the fear of persecution had the 
chief sway in leading them thither, I shall 
not attempt to determine. The monks, how^ 
ever, though rich in worldly goods, had not 
means sufficient to maintain the immense 
numbers that flocked to them for protection. 
The parochial clergy, therefore, entered in- 
to a compact with the governors of the mo- 
nastery, in which they .were permittdt to reside, 
and agreed to resign to the Lords Abbot 
the larger proportion of their tithes. Thus, 
in vouchsafing jirotection to the persecuted 
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clergy, they managed to lie invested with the 
rectorial possession of their revenues* The 
secular clergy, however, did not resign all pre- 
tension to wisdom in making this contract. 
They stipulated with the Lord Abbot . of the 
monastery, that the person appointed to the 
superintendence of the spiritual duties of the 
parish, should be paid by him. The person 
so appointed, was considered as vicariatidy an- 
swerable to the Bishop, for the due perform- 
ance of the pastoral office* 

Thus, the monastic institutions became 
crowded with clergy, who, from fear, the love 
of luxury, the wish for retirement, and to* 
pursue in seclusion their heavenly aspira- 
tions, resigned their flocks, and despoiled the 
Church. Every fresh insurrectionary move- 
ment gave excuse for additional examples 
of abandonment of a sacred trust Thus, 
while the wealth of the monasteries was. 
augmented, the number of vicarages increas- 
ed, until one-half of the entire property in 
tithes, had^passed over to these gorgeous de- 
predators, and luxurious, and indolent saints. 
Such, briefly, was the state of tithe property 
in the reign of Henry YIII. By : two Irish 
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acts of pB.rliftintffltfg «JI the rc^reivtuf s t^ppeinlant 
to monastic iostittttJAPSi a^d all tb^ <}iffereut 
manors possessed hj thewi were transferred 
to the crown. To the bistory of tbj(3 p^t^f 
the subject I beg your Lordship's serious 9.t- 
tenticm. I consider it eminently iiM^resting^ 
in two distinct pointSi of idewi to the Church 
in IrdAB^i. 

First, as it displays the meanS) by which 
the king induced . tbQ paxliament to c wfei: 
these properties upon^ him. 

Secondly, as it marks; very distii^ctiy^ the 
conditions under w^h the Faiitiament wae 
induced to consent to. thiSv appropriation^ 

As to the fixst point, it i& generally sop- 
posed that Henry, being an egn^;iioii8 tyiant, 
spumed even the appeaiance of law,, and in 
one fell swoop deprived the Chusch of all'thft 
property connected with the mona8terieB,t^ir 
abbey lands, manors, tithes, parsonages, and 
other heredUaB^nts belonging to them. It is 
nd liousual argument with those, who extol the 
omnipotenoe of parliament (meaniipg by thus 
praising its authority, every vile revolutionary 
prineiple.which disregards the sacredai^ss of 
property) to urge* the example of H^vy Vlli. 
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in defence of the power of the legislature^ to 
allocate the patrimony of the Church to the 
relief of the fiscal exigencies of the state. 

But to derive an argument in support of 
power^ from the most lawless act of the most 
ruthless tyrant, is an admission that the con- 
duct which seeks justification in this bad ex- 
ample, would, if permitted, • display another 
instance of despotic fury. If this be the mo- 
del of liberty, to which the aspirations of our 
patriotic senators tend ; and that they are ena- 
bled to delude or suborn a party to accom- 
pany them in their work of devastation, they 
ought not to bastardize the glorious name of 
freedom. Let them denominate the passion 
which seduces them; Licentiousness ; and the 
employment in which they long to be occu- 
pied, Revolution. 

But, my Lord, Henry VIII., however un- 
principled or depraved, does not afford to this 
party the example they require. Even this 
monstrous tyrant shrunk irom the adoption of 
conduct, which they adduce as a reason for 
pursuing the same course. liVhether they have 
example or not, they are anxious to execute 

l2 
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what they only imagine he performed. For 
let the two acts of parliament be referred to, 
which embody the whole proceedings connect- 
ed with the dissolution of the monastic insti- 
tutions, and the appropriation of their various 
revenues to the king, and our anti-church 
reformeirs will not find, even a trace to justify 
the system, their thirsting souls desire to see 
accomplished. 

A studied phraseology is observed in these 
statutes which exhibit this important fact, that 
the king or his parlian^ent dared not to wrest 
these properties from the Church, but that 
they were the gift of the Church to the mo- 
narch. It ^11 be said, that the abbots felt 
that opposition was vain, and that they as- 
sented because they felt an iron hand would 
soon have wrenched their treasiures from them. 
Even so, this weakens not the force of the in* 
ference hence to be adduced. For supposing 
that parliament would taint the napie of jus- 
tice by an abandonment of all principle in 
following such an example, the pardlel of the 
contemplated demolition ought to be analo- 
gous in all its parts to the spoliations of. for- 
mer times. If, therefore, the House of Com- 



ELEVENTH LETTER. 221 

mons assume a control over the property of the 
Church, and allocate it to the king, that he 
may, like Henry VIII., devote it to other uses, 
the monarch cannot touch it, the legislature 
cannot treat about it, until the Church resign, 
or abandon it. If any other course should ever 
be pursued, our modem monarchs will exceed 
in tyranny the absoluteness of our British 
Nero, and our parliament surpass in revolu- 
tionary tactics, the faithless senate of Henry 
VIII. 

But, my Lord, it is urged that the lords 
abbot of the monasteries laid at the foot-stool 
of the throne the title deeds of their pos- 
sessions, because they were aware that the ty- 
rant Henry would seize them, however, they 
might struggle to retain them. Let it be 
remembered, that even the fear of offering 
resistance, their full persuasion of the king^s 
tyrannical determination to usurp their pro- 
perty, superadd an important commentary to 
the lesson we ought to learn from these extra- 
ordinary facts. For if his power was so over- 
bearing that their resistance was futile ; if his 
stubborn will had fore-ordained the abolition 
of their inheritance, surely the very fact, that 
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the injustice of the usurpation controlled even 
his unholy rapacitj» and forced him to assume 
the virtue of moderation, though he did not pos- 
sess it ; all this appears to promulgate in lan- 
guage too distinct to he obliterated by the 
cant phrases and revolutionaiy jargon of the 
omnipotence of parliament, that property, and 
most of all, the property of the Church, can- 
not be touched, without at once assaulting 
the grand preservative of peace, the inviola- 
bility of the patrimony of corporations, and of 
individuals. 

In the first statutes, by which Henry 
VIII. became possessed of the monasteijes, 
it is expressly stated, 'Vthatalland singular 
'* such monasteries and religious houses, as 
^^ have been given to his majesty by any ab- 
'* hot, &e."— 28 Hen. 8. c. 16. But more 
particularly is this transference of the estates 
of the abbots, marked in the 33 Hen. 6. c* 5. 
It states unequivocally, that the relinquish- 
ment of their patrimony ^^ is of their own firee 
'^ and voluntary minds and assents^ without 
^^ restraint, coaction, or compulsion of any 
'^ manner or persons." In another place. 



these pm^vties atei spiokeii of, as siiurendered 
by tkim to tha kbaqg'v 

These iety rematkabie ciTcumiktaBees, did 
If Ot escape iho rigilanoe of the eloquent Ed- 
mund Barke« 

'' Hie tymnt, Henry VIIL of England, as 
^'he xtas not better enUgfatened than the 
'^ Roman llarius and Sylla, and had not 
^' studied in your new schools, did not know 
^* what an effecfto^l instrument of despotism 
^^ was to be^ found in. that grand magazine of 
^* offensitre wea{K>ns, the rights of manw When 
^^ he Resolved to rob the abbeys, as the. dub of 
^ the jaeobins have robbed ail theeeeksiastics; 
^^ he began by setting on foot a commksian to 
^* oKamine the crimess and \abnse8 Aat pre- 
*^ Tailed in these communities. As might bie 
** expected, his commission reported tmlhs^ 
*^ exaggerations^ and fals^facMMls : hot, truly or 
^ fidsely, it reported abases andoffbncesk How^ 
*^ ever, to Itbuses might be corrected, as every 
^' crime of persons does not infer a forfeitUr<$ 
^^ with regard to cbmntnniti^s, and as prc^erty 
^* in that dark age was not discovered to be a 
^' creature of prejudice, all those abuses (and 
there were enough of them) were hardly 
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'^ thought sufficient ^ouud for 9\ic^ ^ con- 
*^ fiscation as it was for his purposes .to mal^e. 
" He therefore procured the formal surrender 
'* of these estates. All these operose pro- 
^< ceedings were adopted by one of the most de* 
^^ cided tyrants in the rolls of history^ as joieces- 
'^ saiy preliminaries, before h^ ventured, by 
*^ bribing the members of jbiis two . servile 
^' Houses with a share of the. spoil, ai^d hold* 
^' ing out to them an eternal inxmiinity from 
*^ taxation, to demand a confirmation of his 
^^ iniquitous proceedings by an Act of Parlia- 
*^ ment. Had fate reserved him to qur times, 
'^jbur technical terms would have done. his 
*' business, and saved him all this trouble j he 
^^ needed nothing more than one short form of 
** incantation, Phihsophy, lAghty lAberaliiif^ and 
" the Rights of Man?' ' 

The second point to which these statutes 
attract our attention is, ^^ the condition under 
'^ which Parliament consented to transfer to 
" the king the property of the Church." This 
part of the subject most materially affects our 
present des^. 

1 Remark! on Che French Revolotion, p. ITS. 
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* We bave Temarked, that when lihe secular 
clergy, who were unable, from the disturbed 
state of the tinier; to pursue, or perhaps disin- 
clined to bear the labours of parochial duties, 
were receired into the monasteries, they con- 
sented to allocate a portion of their clerical 
revenues to the Lord Abbot, for the protection 
he vouchsafed, or the maintenance he provided. 
Btit a stipulation was expressly made, that the 
spiritual duties of the parish from which they 
had seceded, should be, on the promise of the 
abbot, provid)ed for from a portion of the tithes 
still reserved for the officiating minister or 
vicar. 

The condition, imder which the abbots re- 
ceived the tithes, lay as a rent chlurge on 
these clerical estates. Instead of any means be- 
ing employed to alter this/when the act of trans- 
ference appropriated them to the monarch, the 
legislature cleaily laid down the principle, 
that his Majesty became possessed of them, 
under the same stipulations by which the ab* 
bots had enjoyed them. The Act states, that 
^^ the King shall have and enjoy all such 
^* monasteries and tithes, in the same manner, 
'^ form, 9M^ and condition^ as the abbot had, 

l3 
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*' or of right ought to haVe hni, the sattie at 
** the time of their dissolution.^' 

In as muchi therefore^ a^ the abbot was 
bound to ptoTide fiir the q>irttiuil duties of the 
parish, in the same degree W9A the king> had 
he retained those properties in his own pos* 
session, under a similar obligatioii/ 

But it is necessarjr to ascertain how far the 
abbot was compelled to perlbrm his part of the 
original contract with the dergj who were re-t 
ceived into the monastmes. Whi^ever these 
obligations fMrecisely were, such too^ were the 
king's, and such the persons' to whom he con* 
yeyed these revenues. Whatever rights were 
preserved to the Church when they were pre- 
sented to the king, could not be diminished 
by the latter, in transferring them to others. 
The persons, therefore* to whom this property 
has descended as an inheritance^ are bound to 
the same conditions, and, consequently, the 
vicars' rights remain the same as before the 
dissolution of the monastic institutions. Now, 
in the tune of Edward IIE., an act was passed 



» Stt Df. Rjyei'f Poor Vi^tr'f Pl«ft, ju ll.—Ed. 1616. 



to en&bie tke jfipsa to bxiiig iiis actioBt against 
.the abbots who detaisMd bis gkbe or other pr4»- 
|ieniefi( (rAginMy belongbg to bim. And iii 
this rdgtt of Riohaffd II* a powet wm best6wqd 
tm the Bishop, that irhen an approj^atioti €ff 
any benefice to a monastery iras made/ to 
allot, a<^rdfaig to the extent <^ the parish, or 
ite Talae, certain lands, the product of irhicfi 
would aibrd a sufieient maintenance to the 
vicar/ 

That ihosd enactments were not dead let- 
ters in our istahtte-book, is etident, as Dr. 
Ryres observes, that *' tbtougfaont the Church 
*^ ct England,* a man shall sddrce find an im- 
** propriation without a vi^atislge, or a vicar 



' See Aj^es'i Poor Vicar'i Plea, pp. 54, 65'. 

* ** And for Ireland, t have leen a grant made by the Bishop 
* of KfldMe, of the reototy of Oonetrry, add sttntfry dther 
^ eharehea« to the abhej of St« TlioBias^ near DoUia> \jj way of 
"^appropriation, in the end whereof I find dwaya this clame added, 
" mIwi tutttntaiionB Vicariorum eudem §ccknis detervientium, 
*' And without thia, or the like dcme, of saving and reserving to 
" the vioar^ have I not seen an^ anion or appropriation made jn 
" either kingdom."— -Poor Vicar's Plea, p. 33. 
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/fwlttaoiit <tome leMonable tUcwuooeJ^. Lf 
deed, the BUbop*B^ aatheriHy extended so ifUTy 
•that of tbe^afbhct did not appfopxiate an ade- 
jqnale* xequmonitioii for the naintoaance of a 
]iiiii]8ter,he eould eequeater. tiie iraits aad pio- 
fit8 of the benefice for the vicar^s use.' 

The fc^wing expressions ave oantained 
in the statntes which originally convejradihese 
ptoperties to the king, ^* that his Majesty shall 
" have and enjoy, to him and his heirs fot ever, 
^^ all and singular such monasteries and tithes, 
*^ and in as laige and ample manner as the 
'' abbots have them;" again, ^^ that the takers 
*^ from the king shall have and hold them in 
^ the like manner, form, and condition ;" again, 
** that the king should hold them on the same 
^^ conditions as the abbots ought to have 
'^ had, held, or occupied the same, at the time 
^ of dissolution." * I request your Lord- 
jship to keep in recollection, that these rights 
>^re more precisely defined, in a part of the 
statute, which cleiarly states, the preservation 

' Poor Vicar's Plea, pp. 68, 69. • Vicar's Plea, p. 61. 
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of any original right to any parson or persons, 
bodies politic, and their sucoessras/ 

Hie force of all . these reservations to the 
vioar^of his original claim for an equitaUe re- 
munecation for the discharge of the spiritual 
duties of a parish, has been, by some, supposed 
to have been infringed by the 3S Henry 8.* 
This statute ordains a fixed sum for the yicars' 
salary. But Dr. Ryves distinctly shows, that 
it was not the intention of the framers of this 
part of the law, to limit in all succeeding times 
the amount of this allowance. Fcmt, in the 
same parliament in which this -statute .was 
enacted, an Act was passed specifying the wa- 
ges of workmen, yet it is stated, *' that their 
^' wages should be increased from time to 
^' time, according to the prices of com and other 
^' victuals ;" which fact. Dr. Ryves assumes as 
a commentary on the other Act passed in the 
some session of parliament. If this be not 
the right interpretation of the statute, he pro* 
perly remarks, that even in his day, the reign 



> Vioar'f Plea, p. 66. * Ibid. p. 96. 



of James L ^ onr ttone-boys* moiges are not 
'^ great, woald God our yieaM w^re no worsen 
'^ Hcptr lamentable then is that wUch bath of 
^' late been discoirered, that thiDQghont the 
^* whole pvovinee of Coananght, and in sundry 
*^ odier dioeeses of the kingdom^ die viean^es 
'' are for the most part nnder forty, and many 
'^ of th^n not above fifteen shillings towards 
** an charges by the year/* * 

Thus is your Lordship net only Airnished 
with eridenoe of the principal causes which 
retarded the Befenaation in early time, but 
also with the most appropriate measures to 
remedy the misfortune entailed, during centu-> 
ries of rapine by the aristocracy of Ireland, on 
the Church. For, my Lord, though it may 
not be admitted by some interested persons, 
that the 8S Henry 8; bears the interpreta- 
tioh that I^. Ryves, one of the most learned 
lawyers in the reign of Charles L has affixed to 
it, yet yonr Lordship will, doubtless, gather 
nmch useful knowledge in yotir work of reformat 
tion, from the statements made in this Letter. 
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It most be evident, m j Lord,;to all who are 
not desirous and determined, as fafr as power in 
tbem lieth, to ruin the Chuidb Establishment 
in this country, that before any ilitarference is 
attempted in the revenue ol the Bishops, ox in 
the income of the clergy, that by the common 
principle of justice, reform should comlnenee 
where corruption, by universal aeknowledg« 
ment, is particularly fotil — that the lay impro^ 
prietors should be compelled to comply with 
the original obligatioins under which their an- 
cestors received their properties — that a ha- 
zardous experiment ought not to be attempted 
in that portion of Church property over which 
parliament has no control, while another 
portion, equally large, is alienated from the 
use which parliament had assigned to it — ^that 
the Ghuich should not be deispoiled of her in^ 
come, while they, who have prospered by the 
spoliation of her just inheritanee, are permitted 
to revel, untouched, in their rapacity«-and 
thata new direction ought not tobe assignedby 
the legislature to the property of the Church 
in the possession of churchmen, while its re- 
venues, in the hands of laymen, continue to be 
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unprodnctiTe of the most remote benefit to the 
Ecdesiastical Establishmeiit m Itekncl. 

We have seen^ vrj Loid, 4licit the proper- 
ties convey^ from the Chuvch^ unller'stiiAda- 
tions to preserve to her the right of having 
the sjnritaal duties of the parish attended to^ 
have been totally alienated fiom the eondition 
imder which thej wei^ possessed. How large 
a proportion of Church income ht$be^n thus 
devoted ^m its original and peculiar destina* 
tion, shaU presently appear. 

But the. depredations thus committed, 
are not the only afflictions with which the 
Church has been visited. For many years 
after the Reformation was introduced into 
Ireland, Roman Catholics either continued in 
their Sees, or were subsequently promoted 
without molesteetion by the Pope. The manner 
in which these persons employed theteventies 
of the. Church is described by Dr. Taylor^ who 
states that they made over large pottioiis of 
their respective bishoprics to their vieta Te* 
lations or friends. What has becdne of :those 
properties I shall not now delay to inquire. 

These things occurred at, or immediotdy 
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after the BefonoaUoo. > J^ the cml^wais that 
continually embroiled 4]le countiy, thearisto*^ 
cmey still preyed ob the Chiuch* Ih^ Goires- 
pondence of the EarL of Strafford mentions 
the names of several noUemen, who^ux^justly 
possessed themselves of eoolesiastical property, 
and who still continue in possession of it. 
Would your Lordship think it advisafcile to 
demand a parliamentary inquiry on this sub- 
ject i It is not hopeless. Archbishop Bran* 
haUy my Lord, attempted** it, and recovered 
£S(M>00 a year to the Church. 

> What is the effect of these numerous and 
successive depredations ? How many benefices 
does your Lordship suppose to be in the pos- 
session of laymen ? The answer is, my Lord, 
FIVE HUJNDJtED AND SIXTY-TWO impropriate 
rectories, and one hunbbad and eighteen 
parishes wholly impropriate, making in all six 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY parishes. What does 
your Lordship suppose to be the amount deriv- 
ed fromitithes by laymen in Ireland ? The answer 

is, THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS per 

annum. The whole income. from tithes of all 
the Bishops and Clergy only amounts to the 
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svm as that which te potscBsed by lay- 
meiiy .wlio, .as if unaatisfied in the extent of 
thfir mp«clty,lianre, besidea the property alfea* 
dj nwukipwdi become possessed of 1480 glebes 
b^loogtog to the Chiurok 

Ywff Lordship caonot deny that the hie-- 
xatchy have effected much in the r^eneratioa 
of the Church since the Union. Yet they ae* 
coanpliahed this melioration^ while they had 
control ovet but one half of the parishes in 
Ireland. If laymeti) since that period^ had 
adhered to the principle of the contract, nndet 
which they beeiOBe possessed of thdr eecle- 
siastioal revtoraes^ w6uld not the ' advantage 
thns sebured^ in addition to the imjirorementB 
alseady produced by the Bishops, Immto de^ 
prired even your Lordship of an ^jlcca^ to vi» 
lify and eensare J If ministers were now placed 
in every parish from whence laymen derive an 
income, how. great would be the number of 
superadded ckofgymen, of churches erected, of 
congregations gathered together, of poor pas* 
tors better paid. In precisely the same pro- 
portion of an increase in these several points, 
would the ground of your Lordship's crimina- 
tions be removed. 



. If the ^cnxtiaua^ce of abuses in the Charch, 
excite your Lordship's seal as a reformer, will 
yoii not eoQimence your career in the extirpa* 
tion of those, which have been caused by the 
abandonment of a solemn obligation on the 
part of laymen? Will all the prospective 
good you anticipate from the success of your 
projected allotment of ecclesiastical property, 
as now apportioned among the Bishops and 
clergy, yield one hundred fold the blessings 
which would certainly arise from a reorgani* 
zation of the Chuich revalues enjoyed by lay* 
men, according to their original destination* 
Bemember) my Lord, that to commence your 
operations as a reformer with the lay division 
of Church prpperty, is to restore jto the plain 
requirements .^f the ^w, by which that pror 
perty is now held, what has been alienated to 
other ends, by fraud, or treachery, or hypocrisy. 
It is to devote that property, as even Henry 
yilL had decided and agreed, that it should be 
devoted. While to attempt any other refor-* 
mation in our ecclesiastical revenue, is to ven- 
ture on a scheme from which that tyrant shrunk. 

FroBQQL the foregoing observations your Lord- 
ship will be furnished with an answer to the 
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question^ whj have unions been formed in Ire- 
land consisting of so many parishes ? Because 
laymen are in possession of the property that 
would have prevented those unions. It is in 
the power of laymen, and of laymen only, to 
annihilate many of those unions, by a mere 
act of justice. If ever they commence the ob- 
servance of this principle to the Church, unions 
will disappear and reproach be extinguished. 
Surely it is the part not of a reformer, but a 
persecutor of the Church, to brand her digni* 
taries wiih the evil influence of abuses, which 
they deplore, but cannot redress. 

Permit me, therefore, to suggest to your 
Lordship, to move for a return of all the 
Church property possessed, and an account of 
the sums paid, by these impropriators to the 
vicars. Why not examine the grounds, the 
obligations, and conditions on which these gen- 
tlemen possess their properties ? Why not in- 
quire what ecclesiastical endowments not held 
under the Monastery act, are yet possessed by 
these scourges of the Church. 
' If time permitted me to pass through every 
diocese in Ireland, we would discover that all 
the sums paid by those persons who enjoy three 
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hundred thousand pounds perannum of Church 
property, would not make a respectable provi- 
sion for twenty clergymen. I shall, however, 
produce a few examples* I do not select them 
as peculiar instances, for such is the universal 
character of their unholy parsimony. 

If your Lordship will refer to the return of 
unbeneficed curates, you will . perceive, the 
difference that arises in parishes where the lay 
impropriator spreads his blighting power, and 
where the Bishop exercises his benign in- 
fluence. 

In page 8, the living of Ballybarrack is 
mentioned thus, ^^ Neither incumbent or curate, 
the whole tithes of this parish payable to a 
lay impropriator, who makes no allowance 
" for the duties of the parish/' 

Haggardstown. ^^ Neither incumbent or cu- 
^' rate, the whole tithes of this parish payable 
^^ to a lay impropriator, who makes no allow* 
^^ ance for the duties of the parish." 

BaUymascaulin. ^^ The whole tithes of this 
^' parish payable to a lay improprietor^ who 
^^ makes an allowance of £20 Irish." 

^^ In the diocese of Meath, the Marquess of 
^' Drogheda is the impropriate rector of a union 
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^^of parishes, the first called Duleek. The 
^ munber of acres in all these parishes amouiit& 
^ to 24,900. He did allow to the vic^ £S per 
^ aDBum.-— He does allow nothing,^* — See the 
Report of 1819. 

Tintem^ ** wholly impropriate, containing 
'^ 10,000 acres, and yet but #650 is given to the 
" curate by Mr. Coldough.'' 

^^ For four vicarages in the union of Hore- 
^f town, the impropriator pays j£11.*' 

I find this note in the return made in 1819. 

St. Mullins. *^ The allowance made by the 
'^ impivprmtor for the discharge of the duty in 
'^ the parish of St. Mullins is £S& per annum. 
<' The rectorial tithes are said to produce £800 
'^ per annum,^' 

'^ In the parish oTixaj, in diocese of 
'^ Mttath, the benefice wholly imprc^riate, con- 
^* taining 8,7dl acres, and there is allowed to 
'^ the ourato by the impropriator £30.'' 

Compare these facts with the following : 

' Keady. ^ The Bev. Henry Boyd, is now su- 

'^ p6fraiiattated, ^d incapable of duty, but en- 

^' joys all the emoluments, and the Archbishop 

^^ pays the assistant curate*^ 

^ The Bev» N. Siede i^ incapable of dul^. 
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t^ but enjoys the^full sataiy, emd ^ ArdhHsAop 
^^ paifs Hie asdsiani ema^P 

Ballymakenaiy) ^ the Reir, Arthur Adams* 
'^ This is nominally a curacy, haying been ^- 
^^ dowed wiih the whole tithes of the pariah by 
^^ the ArchUsbop of ArnMghy to whomii is ap^ 
^^ propriate / tithes and glebe worth about iSdOO 
" per armvmP 

If your Lordship will now turn to the 9th 
pi^e of the Bepoft of 1819, you may read that 
the parish of F^x^ll, containing 26,047 acres 
and six vicarages, had been dissolved* by the 
king's patent ; but that in defiance of the law^ 
the Earl of Montrath, who was the patron, con* 
tinued to present to it, as the sole Vicarage of 
Fercall. 

Thus anxious are laymen to remove the 
cause of censure from the Church. 

In the 98th page of the same report, the 
Bishop of Meath states ^^ there are in this dio* 
^^ cese a number of parishes in the hands of 
^^ lay impropriators, either with very small vi- 
^^ carages, or without any stipend whatever al» 



* See the Report of Unbenefieed Curttes, 1828* 
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*' lowed for the cure of souh. In a few sen- 
tences afterwards, he remarks, that even the 
pittances they had undertaken to contribute, 
^^Hn numberless msiances they had ceased topay*^'* 
Such is the general character of the lay impro- 
priators in Ireland. It is even an authenticated 
fact, that applications have been addressed to 
your Lordship from a clergyman in a parish 
from whence yon derive tithes, but your Lord- 
ship never made the least contribution to the 
vicar's income, though contrary to the scriptu- 
ral command you publicly announce, that you 
devote to charity all the revenues you receive 
from the Church. 
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My Lord, 

Therb were some scattered ob« 
Bervations in your Lordship's speech, which I 
foand it difficult to reduce under one general 
head. I shall make some observations upon 
them in this concluding Letter. There are 
also a few remarks which it is necessary to re- 
capitulate. I hope their > repetition may not 
liMigue your Lordship. 

When your Lordship countenanced the 
meeting -in Cork, the peculiar object of your 
heated ambition appeared to be, that our eccle« 
siastical goyemment should be wrought out 
after the model, which the auspicious times of 
the - Reformation presented. Whether this 
may be now considered desirable even by your 
Lordship, is a matter to be determined by 
your own sagacity. But if real improvement 

tf 
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be the design and genuine object of your 
wishes, and if the present condemned system 
has, in a few years, effectuated more than een- 
tunes, under the influence of your cherished 
plan had ever produced, to vacillate in your 
proposed assault upon the Church, would be 
the '-commencement of wisdom. Why, my 
Lord, do I trace to the Union the dawn of 
spiritual liberty on the Church 4n Ireland? 
BiBcause the evfl, whose existence your Lord- 
ship declares, even a<Hf la lull vigour preys on 
our ^osperxty, was tiien cheeked* PoUtieal 
intrigue then began to dimimh^ and has since 
continued to be less infltoetitial in :tbe appoint- 
ment of our Bishops. 

Your Lotddiip. xsore than hints, that Ihfs 
preservation of Christian .purity '4epew}s on 
the alinihSAtion oi the oonnexion of theChfurch 
with the $tate. Though you admit that p^* 
ti^s oaay not now, in the saoie degree as 'for- 
merly, delennui^ the ^^fti&Oi of Bishops, yet 
you cosaplaln that a corrupt minister nay 
again: have tecouise to their influenee. £Uk1 
your Lordahip^s piY>|ect been propssod befose 
the jBielioratiktti had commenced, perhaps you 
would .'have ^atamod the; title, of Refecmer, • But 
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in the age in which We live, when nien^s minds 
are in the ^eontinual and an^Lious pursuit of im- 
provement, to suppose that, a minister could 
have the power to disannul the effects of a 
vrise system, and re-enact the evils of an ex- 
ploded and pernicious one, is to attribute an 
anomaloui^ authority to his official sway. How 
will your Lordship, by any imaginary model 
of purity, extinguish the existence of secular 
designs- in the Church? Yotur Lordship in- 
sinuates, that the admission of the people to a 
share of 'Church government, would realize 
your weU^digested schemes. But pray, my 
Lord, do not forget the fact, that the clergy/ 
selected even by the people, contrived to phi* 
losophize away the atonement of the Redeemer, 
and to transmute the sure mercies of God into 
a speculative subtilty. Remember that the 
great body of the Calvinistic Dissenters in the 
last century, silently migrated into Socinians. 
Remember even, in our own day, that in those 
places of religious wship, wS^ yoar Lord, 
ship appears to sanctify with holy recollections, 
we perceive the Arian, or its more infidel as- 
sociate heresy, rising up, in frightful magni- 
tude, from the Presbyterian congregations. 

m2 
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And, mj I^rd, if ever one wavering though^ 
as to the value of ^ episcopal Chuirchy gpvemed 
as ours is, shake jour consistency and lov^e of 
religion, ^member, that the al^sence of the e<;« 
clesiastical restrictions with which we are fur- 
nished, has been, the sole and working means 
which have empowered the Socinian party in 
Engl^md traitorously to despoil the Trinitarian 
Dissenters of their chapels. 

My Jjord, I beseech you to believe, that I 
do not wish to utter one offensive word, or to 
assume the appearance of a severe commenta- 
tor. But there is a taunting fervor in your 
expressions, when you speak of the Establish- 
ed Church, that to me appears unamenable to 
the rigid affection of a churchman. In the 
warmth of pious satire, you exclaim, ^^ their 
'^ Lordships may enter their cathedrals, and 
" their reverences their churches." Thus, I 
remember, spoke the Puritans of old. Yet, for 
all their stern homage for the House of Grod, 
ere many years ha4 passed, they made barracks 
of our churches ; and in our venerable cathe- 
drals, the neighing of the horse of the saintly 
rebel was heard, instead of the chorister^s 
liymn j and the sanctuaries that 1^&4 be^n trod 
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by the f»et of the servants of God, were de- 
secrated by the defilement of beasts. - 

But your Lordship can read no terrors in 
the impressive lessons of history. The people 
may now new model ecclesiastical discipline. 
They may take iH pieces and build up again 
the whole fabric of the Church. Radical re- 
form may enter into the sanctuary of God, and 
dispose of holy things, ias a merchant arranges 
^is bales of goods. One cord has been un- 
loosened in the fastenings which bound the 
Church t6 the State, your Lordship will there- 
fore undo every connexion, and leave the ark 
of God, amid the tempest of popular fury, to 
be drifted to destruction. But, my Lord, may 
not yonr interference, if successful in all you 
design to effect, create distrust in the Church 
to the State? Are there no spirits abroad, 
that will gloat with rabid cupidity over the 
dismemberment of her property ? If you once 
open a passage to invasion, where is the 
power that can close it up ? Though you have 
the temerity to assail the Church, who has the 
authority to control its invaders ? To set the 
world a reeling may result from the adven^ 
turous enterprize of a busy spirit, but to rule 
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it, when it is wildest, belongs not to human 
sagacity. 

My Lord, I am aware that you reiuse to 
confess that the present times bear any sinii* 
larity to those disastrous epochs that preceded 
the murder of Charles I. Your Lordship can- 
not see, in the spiritual longings of the rreli** 
gious societies of our own time, any aspira- 
tors that betray sentim^its. in accordance 
with the wildest flights of Puritanical zeal. 
In ord^ to establish the neglect, of the clergy 
of the Church in Ireland, you have asserted, 
that the existence of a people who have no re- 
ligion, in other words, who are Deists, is at- 
tributable to the paucity of Christian minis- 
ters. Let us pause and examine these accusa- 
tions. And let it be remembered, that when 
the nation was overspread with preachers; 
when every pulpit resounded with what was 
blasphemously called the freedom of the Gos- 
pel; when every house, when every room was 
a conventicle; When the captain of every 
guard assumed the infalUbility oi St. Peter, 
and every soldier preached with the authority 
of St« Paul ; when more than one half of the 
nadon was robed, as it were, in the folds of 
Elijah's mantle, infidelity plodded its dark 
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and Tttiaons journey, amid aU thh erowd of 
preachers, this national congregation of diyines* 
So mttch, nrjr Lord, Sex your censure against 
the clergy j from lihe tudiappy pi^vtdefeioe c^in- 
fidel opinions. But let us compai^ the pre^ 
sent times with the past» Yonr Lordship as- 
serts that they are widely different. Let us 
hear the voice of history. 

" That party,*' says Mr. Hume, " contained 
*^ two sets of men, who are seemingly of the 
*^ most' opposite principles, hat who were tbeti 
^^ united by a similitude of genius and charac* 
'' ter. The first, and most numerous, were thd 
^ Millenarians, or Fifth Monarchy Men, who 
^' insisted, that dominion, being founded in 
grace, aU distinction must be abolished, ex* 
cept what arose from piety and holiness, who 
'^expected suddenly the second coming of 
^ Christ upon earth, and who pretended that 
^ the saints in the meanwhile, that is, them- 
'^ sdves, were al<me entitled to goveni* 

^ The second were the Dieists, who had no 
^' other ob|ect flian poKtical liberty, who denied 
*^ entirely the truth bt rerelation, and hisi- 
'^ nuated, that all {he various sects so heated 
^^ against each other,* were alike founded in 
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*^ foUy and dm>f. M^n <d such duruig ge- 
'^ muses, werc^ not contented with the aiideat 
'^ and l^al Iovbis of civil goiremmenty but 
*^ challenged a degree of ireedom beyond what 
^' they expected- ever to eigpy under any nro* 
" narchy," 

Has the name of Millenarians nevmr reached 
your Lordship's ears in the conventiclet or in 
your more private association with *^ tbe pious 
persons'' with whom you delight to dwell ? ^s 
not the immediate second coming of Christ at 
the jMresent time almost a test of evangelical 
orthodoxy? Who are ^^ the piquft |>erson6" 
whom yonr Lordship cherishes with such af- 
fectionate, zeal i Are any of them Millena* 
rians? Who is theareligious party that abet 
your Lordship's designs of Church reform ? 
Are they not Millenarians ? Who is the party 
who, in their .holy convocations, - exclaim 
against the present mode of appointing Bi- 
shops ? Is it not that portion of wild zealots, 
who, in the liistorian's words, ^^ insist that 
^^ dominion being founded in grace, all dis- 
^^ tinctions must be abolished, except what 
^ arises from piety and holiness ?" And who ia 
the individual that now taunts one of the* 
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iMst iresttaUe, and Ititned, and really ex- 
empkiy Pvelatefl tiial ever adorned the Church, 
^Dfith being too set^ular in iris commtmiea^ 
*^ tioM'?'^ ■ Is it not he, who, "by his. conduct, 
^^ has pretended,*' like the saints, whom Mr. 
Hume has described, that he and hi^ piiity 
" are alone entitled to govern the Church ?" 

The parellel, my Lord, ends not here.* 
Peruse'in the public journals, the deistical ob- 
servatlojors' on your Lordship's speech; Ob- 
i^erve with what cunning tact these writei*s 
labour to complete thecomparison. " In this 
country,'' it is remarked 'by orie of those dis- 
believing sbphists,- ^ ever since the time of the 
" Puritatis, 'the Government has been, • iff K 
^^ lately, entirely indisposed to the diflVrsion 
** of knowkdge among the p^ple. the ecfclfe- 

* * * k 

^ siasticdl establishments of this cotiiitry ftre 
^^ supported at an'tttt^ftnous expense. Btit hbVf 
^^ small^ the instruction, which ttisa be (derived 
'^ in this way, ec^ipared u4th idhdi dtn b^' kie^ 
^' rhfed through hedk9. The para^dtmt impor- 
*^ timoe of sohools is therefore obvious." 

Your Lordship will obsesve^ that the writer 
agrees with you, td' to the Yiedessity of re- 
n»idelling • lhe> enoimbus E^tarHi^hment. He 

M 3 



obliquely convejs that ttere-Jfl Wk us^ in 
Bishops, cldrgjy or «lmi»lieS) fot Jtore ittfor* 
matron can l>e conve jed; throv^ bcloki^. Hie 
nature of the Imowledgls whj^h) under the 
system proposed^ these hooks .\r(H»ld eontein, 
your Lordship may coHjeetuiev ^ And how 
nearly the masters of the schools woold re« 
$anble the teachers of lUuminism on the con* 
tinent, it i^ not for me to s^jurmis^* One fact, 
however, is worth reoallipgto yo|ir Lordship's 
recollection. Rousseau gained more prqs^ytes 
to the infepial cause of the philosopher of 
Ferney, from the churches of Calvin, in Ge- 
neva, than any of his lAfidel f^Uow-lahourers 
in the synag<^e of Satan could -elsewhere 
gather together. And, perhaps, your Lordship 
may not find it difficult to asc^li^in the most 
positive infom^atipu as to thi8 awful £au)t, that 
$n edict has beeuis wed by the senate that once 
bowed to the deoifiaon of 4he illustiious re- 
former^ that the. atonement of Jesus Christ 
should never again be pteached in any of 
the church^ within the limits of their judi- 
cature. Bat does it not a^p^ar stimfg^ to 
your Lordship) that the deistieal wnier, whose 
words I have quoted, ahonld sdect the days 



of puriiaMfiiti Of |A7Qaia!bl? to the diffutiou 
^ knowMge ? Ponbtlesa, yoar LorcUhip 
]^m»dwn»j tllftt ft prdmiiieot article of ^ir 
system wes t0 deery ftll learniDp, to de- 
$|rQ7 libxttfia*^ to de£EUM Bculpturey to sell by 
niietiWf a^ to nta every work of <uct whieli 
taste fMid«aiiiii$k and nMH^y years' devotioo to 
ei0gmt Aeeoiaplishiaetits had contributed to 
coUeot i ' Yesi there was one species of know-» 



. ' See the (ollowiog l^ter, published la Lewis's Scoorge, in 
▼idication of the Cbaroh of England, pp. 29, 31, liondon, 
1720:— 

** I shall aerer forget what woric thej vanAe with the painted 
<' wiallowa, and «bit etteoanlin Ifaey had' wl|h Christ and hia 
** apostiM upop theip^fa ; ivMwrer t||ej jiet. wiJJi, thdor were 
" aare to si^er in.e/figjr } and trnlj they wvfe %b witty an their 
*' sttccessors, oar present eifigj-moogers, and obserred as mach 
*' decorum in the exeontion. St. Stephen they pelted with stones, 
**-St Matthew was knocked to pieces with a hatbert, St Thomas 
'■ with a laooe^ «very aaint vndenrant the aaara martyrdom he 
" had saffaredin the flesh many ages before. 

Why» Sir, religion was as common among the sectarists in 
diose days, as impedance and ignorance are now, and yeu oonld 
not star but te&ts of Scriptare flew about year ears like bail- 
** shot ; every cobbler was for dabbling in divinity, and ven- 
'•iorittg beyend blf last; yoor biker eoidd tilk of notUng', 
<< bat the old leaven; the blaoksmith, with a spark of seal in 
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ledge whieH the Poritans widely dtesemitiated t 
namely, extiftvagant notiens of liberty. The 
unrefitrained freedom of tbek koly speecQitions 
naturally produced a recipsocal wildness in 
political theories. Hence this writer's pntises ! 
Hence, .in preference to Christian podpits, his 
eiioomiums on public sdhoels, becaifise iir 
them demCKsracy might be taught as f^emodet 
of national goremment, and infidelity as the 
standard of free inquiry. 

But, my Lord, you will be enabled dis* 
tinctly to survey more of the features of the 
parallel between the present times and those 
of Charles I., when you present the petition of 
the meeting at Cork to tbe-Honse of LcMids. 
Puritans and infidels will alone joln< in y(mr 
Lordship^s wild speculatioil. Puritan aiid in- 
fidel newspapers will then c](ieer you in your 
labourst ^Puritan and infidel pamphlets will 
advance argwnent^ in your . defence* Puritan 



" hit throat, woald be bammeriog oat bobnaila and here«j» and 
** tb<^ grocer was always retailing religion* Yoa could not boj 
'.'■ an OBoee of pepper botyonbad a pound of edification into tbe 
\* bitrg»iD» an4 tJie abopmaii wooM repent Jroa 4 ibtptar while h^ 
*\wnt twisting bis ptoktbread.*' 
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and infidel' soeieties mU ^tise plans If yoii 
should not be sttccesfifnl, fcrr the future trmmph 
of your machmationBb If you* attain* liie con* 
summatioxr 80 detrondy signed for by your 
Lordship, Puritans' and infidels will contmetice 
ulterior operations^ the one, for a more refined 
simplifica^n of xeUgion, the other, for the diti- 
grace of its professocs, or the annihilation of 
the o^ans of disseminating it. 

Your Lordship ejaculates in> pious derision 
against the supposition that these times are 
similar to those of Charles L Yet, my Lord, 
when I hear such illustrious persons as Primate 
Beresfordy as Archbisfai^ Magee, and Lau- 
rence, and Trenchy as Bishops Elring^on^ and 
Jebb, and firinkley, and Mant 3 men who 
would adorn any Church, and shed a lustre mi 
any nation ; all joined together in one indis-'' 
criminate <;ensure upon the Church in Ireland j 
I aoknowledge, I forebode that coming events 
may more intimately assimilate the comparison. 
I< remember, my Lord, that the same society 
which was instituted for the professed object 
of heaping reproaches, the most contemptuous, 
and gibes the most vile, upon such characters 
as Bishops Juxton and Sanderson, and Dr« 
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Hammondt added xiew laws to the regulati<m8 
which governed it, when ev^its ripened to an 
aril matimtjr, and displayed in terrifying rea- 
lities, the infernal designs of its- menabers. 
When the disastxons scene of the tragic drama 
presented a lawful monarch murdered by his 
own subjects upon an ignominioas scaffold, 
this same society joined to their unnatural oc^^ 
cupations a thanksgiving celebration ev«n for 
the act, by which their ;bands had been im* 
bmed in their Prince^ Uood. I do not deal 
in stories of fiction* To assure your Lordship 
of the hetf that a society who commences its 
operations by tbe proaMdgation of an anathema 
against the most honored champions of Chris- 
tian truth, may proceed to tiie adoption of 
more abominable devices, I refer you, my 
Lord, to ^ The Secret History of the Calf's 
Head Club, or the Republican Unmasked." * 
Do not suppose that these confederate demons 
were the refuse of the earth, that no genius 
animated their murderous orgies, and no great 
names lent their guilty splendour to their dia- 



* Published in 1703, Qaarto, and preserved in tbe Harleian 
Miftcelhwj, ToL vi. p. %&9. 
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boUc deeds. The author of Paifadise Loat was 
one of them! 

I profess, my Lord, that I ean read his- 
tory with other impressions than your Lord** 
^ip. If you will c(msult Mr. Pieree's Vindi^ 
cation of the Dissenters, published in 1717,^ 
you may discover that his justification of hia 
brethren, and the means he adopted in those 
times of Puritan sedition to level the Church 
of England in the dust, precisely correspond^ 
ed almost word for word, with the language 
which displays your Lordship's plan for re-^ 
forming her discipline. I shall not be content 
with asserting this* I shall prove it. 

" The Bishops,'' says Mr. Pierce, " how^ 
*^ ever rigid they have shown themselves to 
^^ the Dissenters, yet they can be as tame and 
^^ pliable as may be to a court, wh^i they have 
" any ends to serve by it»"-*-p. 227- 

^^ If our Clergy did not gape after great 
" honors and hi benefices, they would restore 
** peace : but what will not the love of money 
" do r'~p. 2. part ii. 

*^ The Clergy belonging to cathedrals can'- 
^^ not make amends by their preaching, for the 
" mischief done in their cathedrals by the 
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*' tribe of singing men, organists, and such 
" like fellows." — p. 15, part iii. 

*^ Ignorant fellows, if they are but such^ 
" often get the fattest benefices. X)ur nation 
^ abounds with dissolute clergymen, the shame 
" of their country, and the holy function.'' — 
p. idO. part iii. 

Can I find no parallel in your Lordship's 
speech for these words ? It is unnecessary to 
repeat them. They are remembered too well. 

But, my Lord, where have you learned that 
the clergy are griping or covetous ? Even the 
public journals, which abet your Lordship's 
assault upon the Church, acquit them of this 
slander. Their virtues have cried down the 
voice of the libeller. Even the Morning Chro- 
niele and the Glohe^ aloud proclaim thi$ vitu- 
perating denunciation to be unfounded. Nay, 
even in the ferment of political rancour, Ro- 
man Catholics themselves were ashamed to be 
guilty of the injustice your Lordship has in- 
flicted. Their advocate within the walls of 
the House of Commons, declared that the 
clergy were neither griping nor covetous. Mr. 
Pamell, in the year 1809, when prcsentihg a 
petition agaimt tithes, (and surely this was a 
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meet occasion to utter the slander, if even 
bigotry dare forge it,) used these very remark- 
able words : " generally speaking, the clergy 
^' in Ireland did not levy much more than one- 
^' third of their dues." These expressions are 
preserved in a history of Ireland by a Roman 
Catholic authority.* Are they not favourable 
to the cause I advocate? How can your Lord- 
ship reply to them ? Will a vague assertion, 
will declamatory defamation, argue down, the 
stubborn strength of facts ? 

Was it, my Lord, the griping disposition 
of the clergy, that induced the Roman Catho- 
lics of Munster to load the tables of the Hous6 
oi Lords in 1824, with petitions imploring that 
Protestant clergymen should be s^nt among 
them ? Was your Lordship in your place in 
the House of Lords, when the Bishop of Lime- 
rick proclaimed this fact, and pointed to the 
petitions lying on the table, verifying it ? What 
noble Duke, or Baron bold, then raised his 
voice against the covetous and gaping clergy i 
But the task is more easy to indulge in ran- 



■ Mr. Plowden'g HUtorj of the Admioiatration of the Duke 
of Riohmond, toI. iii. p. 7S3. 



258 TltELWH ttrtEU. 

corous expressions in a meeting of pcertuBaDSy 
than to employ argnment in the House of 
Peers. '..-']• 

Was it the griping, or covetous, ot immotttl 
character of the clergy, that induced a ]>iiblic 
officer of acknowledged reputation^ thus to 
describe them : 

*^ I must feel as a public officer^ whose du- 
*^ ties call him into a close contact with the 
•* Established clergy throughout the most re- 
*' mote, and, by all others of the higher classes, 
** deserted parts of the kingdom, and declare, 
" in common justice, that were it not for the 
" residence, and moral and political influence 
" of the parochial clergy, every trace of re6ne- 
" ment and civilization would disappear.*' * 

But really, my Lord, your assertion of the 
covetous disposition of the clergy, appears to 
rest on no other foundation than your own 
wishes to reduce them to poverty. Your I^ord* 
ship aspires after the days when the Church of 
Christ shall suffer affliction ! But are perse- 
cution, and ignorance, and poverty, the most 



* Major Woodward, Inspector- Central of Prisonf« 
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effectual helpmates to evangelical edification ? 
Jo a zealot, who remarked, that religion did 
not require the aid of human learning, Dr. 
South replied, much less does it need the as- 
sistance of human ignorance. But the autho- 
rity of orthodox divines is out of fashion, A 
collegiate education, and the expenses attend- 
ing it, ai^ now deemed hindrances to the aug- 
mentation of our pastors. The Church needs not 
the destination of the sons of our gentry to the 
ministry. Let them be set aside, and intro- 
duce into the tabernacle of God the homely 
clown, who can torture a text into nonsense, 
and purge the Bible of common sense. But 
was ignorance the weapon, was poverty the 
means, which the illustrious Reformers em- 
ployed in producing our secession from the 
Church of Rome. Your Lordship loves, with 
peculiar fondness, the noble band of martyrs. 
You cherish their opinions with pious admira- 
tion. You bum with holy zeal to imitate 
their examples. The Church must be purified 
according to their standard of perfection. The 
clergy must reach to the measure of their 
apostolical excellence. Read then, my Lord, 
the words of Bishop Latimer. 
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*^ Itwottl'd pity a man^s heart to liear that 
*^ I hedr 6f the state of Cambridge. What it 
*^ is in Oxford I cannot tell. There be few 
^^ that study divinity but so many as of neces- 
'^ sity must furnish the colleges, for their li v- 
** ingH be so small, and their yictuals so dear, 
" that they tarry not there, but go evexy where 
^* to seek livings, and so they go about. It 
'^ will come to pass that we shall have no- 
^' thing but a little English divinity, that will 
^' bring the realm into a very barbarousness, 
'^ and utter decay of learning. It is not that, 
^^ I guess, that will keep out the supremacy of 
^^ the Pope of Rome. There be none now but 
•' great men's sons in colleges, and their fa- 
^^ thers look not to have them preachers, so 
" every Way the office of preaching is pinched 
*' at." 

I have now cdmpleted the task I had un- 
dertaken to' perform. I feel there are many 
competent to have executed it more success* 
fully. But we live in times when even the 
humblest servant in the Church of God ought 
to upraise his voice against infidelity on the 
one hand, and fanaticism on the other. In 
venturing to appear as the advocate of the 



Church in Ireland, within .whoae folds are 
ipanj superior to me in talent, infonoatiQn, 
and rank, thi$ alone can be my iipology. 

In concluding my Letters, I dare not pse*> 
sume to offer any admonition .to your Lord* 
ship. Yet permit me to make a few remarks 
on a subject which, I conjecture, will engage, 
at some future period, the serious considej^.* 
tion of the ecclesiastical historian. 

What is the moment selected for.b^finning 
an assault on. the Church in Ireland? Is it 
when the doctrines of the Gospel are corropted 
by false teachers ? Is it when we behold the 
mitre glittering only on the arifitocratic brow, 
and men of piety, of genius, and learning, ex- 
cluded from this consecrated exaltation i Is it 
when politics sway the appointment of our 
Bishops ? Is it when abuses are seen to steal 
upon, her discipline, palsying the holy en- 
ergies of her priesthood 7 No, but at a time 
when, in the entire annals of her history, she 
is most pure, and, with unabated zeal, press- 
ing forward to more advanced perfection. 
At a time when the Church of Geneva has 
erased the atonement of the Redeemer from 
the .articles of her creed, when she has 
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been prostrated as a Mien star, and blotted 
out from the list of the congregations of Christ. 
At a time when the Fresbjterianis are en- 
gitged in disputing which heresy is the more 
orthodox blasphemy. At a time .when the 
Churches ci Germany are tainting the Word 
of Grod widi the leprosy of philosophy, and 
when the pure lights of evangelical truth are 
almost extinguished in their assemblies. At 
a lime when the mountains of Switzerland 
and the valleys of Piedmont, long endeared to 
Christian homage, as places where saints had 
preached and martyrs had expired, have be- 
come the homes of idolators, and the haunts 
of speculative theologians. Yes, even at the 
time when all the fountains are dried up, 
whexice the divine springs of heavenly truth 
had poured forth their refreshing waters : when 
all the countries in Europe, in which the trum- 
pets had sounded, that had summoned the 
human rate from the slumbers of ages and the 
thraldotii of popery > lie ivithering under the in- 
fluence of metaphysical subtilties ; in such a 
crisis of universal apostacy, the Church ^f 
{Ingland, which alone of dl the relf^nned 
Churches, maint^dns her psfimeval purity, is 



noi; only assailed by infidel foes, but betiuyed 
by false fnend8. 

Such is the moment your Lordship ordains 
as the most appropriate season of testifying 
your homage to that Churchy whose peculiar 
adherence to truth ought to have elicited eveiy 
enegry to preserve her from invasion^ I know 
that, 

Not oulj crowds, bat sanhedrims maj be 
Infected with the public lanaojr. 
And shame the madness of rebellions times. 
And, rnin Churches for imagined crimes* 

But the same illustrious poet has informed 
me, 

All other errors bnt disturb the stato» 
Bat innovation is the blow of fate ; 
To change foandations, cast the frame anew. 
Is work for rebels, who base ends pursae. 

Your Lordship may commence the agg^es« 
sion from good, and even pious determinations. 
But if ever again plunder should assume th^ 
name of religion, whose designs will your Lord- 
ship have most facilitated? The Christian's or 
the infideVs ? Again may we hear the words, 
^^ I love the treason though I hate the traitor/' 
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Yoa may touch the ark with holy hands, but 
ca^ you guide the rapacious interference of 
posterity ? The Deist may yet applaud your 
Lordship^s enterprizing zeal, while he loathes 
your Christian spirit. Therefore I beseech 
you to remember the blasphemous jest of the 
Independents in the time of Cromwell, ^^ We 
** confess we cut off the head of Charles Stuart, 
^^ when the Presbyterians had first murdered 
'* the King." 
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